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alumni 2014
NiCOlE GRADy

 Alumni weekend is always 
an exciting weekend for 
everyone. Staff are excited to 
see former students, students 
are excited to see their friends 
that have graduated, and the 
alumni are excited to come 
back and see their friends 
from their class and how the 
campus has changed. One of 
the biggest events and the one 
that kicks off the weekend is 
the golf tournament; people 
who aren’t even alumni come 
up just to play in this tourna-
ment. Some SVA students got 
to miss classes on April 18 to 
help with registration, drive 
food carts, and watch for the 
“holes-in-one.” “It was nice to 
see the alumni out at the golf 
course with some of the SVA 

students playing a round of 
golf,” said Senior Taylor Cole-
man

Friday evening, the Alumni 
and Senior class enjoyed a 
reception in the cafeteria, fol-
lowing which was vespers in 
the church for the alumni and 
the auditorium for students. 
Union College’s Associate 
Chaplain Buell Fogg pre-
sented the message of Christ’s 
death on the cross. He shared 
with us a message saying, “If 
someone is good enough for 
Him to die for, then aren’t 
they good enough for us to 
love?” 

Sabbath morning, the gym-
nasium was packed and over-
flowing into the lobby. The 
Shenandoans, orchestra, and 
hand bells all performed for 

different parts of the church 
service. Roll call was taken for 
each honor class, read by Mr. 
Bill Strickland. After that, 
the president of the Alumni 
Association Janel Ware pre-
sented Pastor Buz Menhardt, 
Mrs. Dodge, and J.J.  Henline 
with honorary diplomas for 
outstanding service to SVA.  
Pastor Buz then delivered a 
powerful message on Jesus 
taking our burdens. And final-
ly, the Shenandoans, alumni 
Shenandoans, and some of 
the orchestra played and sang 
the annual Handel’s Messiah 
“Hallelujah Chorus.”

Lunch followed in the caf-
eteria, while some alumni 
classes enjoyed meals together 
elsewhere. After lunch, open 
campus allowed alumni and 

students to mingle and catch 
up on life. A jam session was 
also held for current students 
and alumni to get together 
and play instruments and 
sing. 

Alumni Basketball, an event 
everyone anticipates, was 
held on Saturday night after 
sundown. SVA Stars played 
Alumnus Stars. The girls’ 
game started at 9:00, and 
everyone’s excitement was sky 
high. Students cheered for our 
Lady Stars, and the alumni 
cheered for their spouses and 
friends. The game was close, 
but the alumni pulled ahead 
at the end and won. 

The concession stand was 
sponsored by the Sopho-
more class. They sold pizza, 
chips, drinks, fries, and other 

snacks. They even delivered to 
the stands. 

The boys’ game started 
around 10:30. They tipped off 
the ball and the game began. 
The SVA Stars pulled ahead 
and stayed ahead for most of 
the game, but in the last half, 
the Alumni pulled ahead and 
won. Again, it was a very close 
game. 

Everyone had a great time 
Saturday night, whether it was 
playing in the game, recon-
necting, or eating the pizza. 
Overall, alumni weekend 
was great. Everyone enjoyed 
getting out of the regular 
weekend routine, and enjoyed 
seeing old friends.
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“from bach to broadway”
NiCHOlE GRADy

On Saturday night May 10, 
parents, students, friends, sib-
lings, and staff packed into 
the gym to hear the music 
department’s annual spring 
concert. For many of us this 
will be our last big concert, 
and students worked long 
and hard to prepare for this 
big night. We had several 
students, including Gabby 
Hortua, Taylor Coleman, 
Kenn Laughlin, Eric Sloan, 
and Alex Sanchez, conduct 
the orchestra. They did a fan-
tastic job!

The concert started out 
with the Chorale singing 
“No Nobis” and Shenando-

ans singing “May the Road 
Rise to Meet You”. Then the 
Chorale sang “Tango” and the 
Shenandoans finished up the 
choral section with “Skylark” 
and Les Miserable. Les Miser-
able and “Skylark” featured 
many soloists who did an 
amazing job!

Following Shenandoans, 
the Band started out with a 
Henry Mancini Medly (The 
Pink Panther, Moon River, 
Baby Elephant Walk) featur-
ing Eric Sloan with a saxo-
phone solo. Next the Band 
played “The Way You Look 
Tonight,” directed by Gabby 
Hortua, with Krisi Koliadko 

and Reiss Ramirez starring 
as the vocalists. Finally, the 
students wrapped up with 
“Instant Concert.” 

Following the Band selec-
tions, the Handbells played 
“Pasacaglia,” featuring Ming 
Kim as their surprise soloist. 
Wrapping up this section they 
finished with “Plink! Plank! 
Plunk!”

Next Taylor Coleman 
conducted the “Hungarian 
Dance No. 5,” played by the 
Brass Quintet. They did a 
great job!

Then the orchestra started 
out their part of the program 
with “España Cani,” directed 

by Kenn Laughlin. Next was 
“Bacchanale” from Sampson 
& Delilah which featured 
Taylor Coleman on the tym-
pani. After that Eric Sloan 
conducted the “Russian Sailor 
Dance.”

Towards the end of the pro-
gram the music teachers pre-
sented the Music Awards. Mr. 
Goines invited all the senior 
Shenandoans to the front and 
introduced all of them. Then 
he presented Sarah Davis with 
the Choral Award. Next Ms. 
Wiedemann invited all the 
Seniors in Orchestra up to 
the front and presented Eric 
Sloan with the Band Award, 

and Jeanine Tacaca with the 
Strings Award. 

Finally the moment every-
one had been waiting for, 
Phantom of the Opera. Alex 
Sanchez, the Phantom, start-
ed out conducting the piece, 
and then after the opening 
section “disappeared” and 
Ms. Wiedemann took over. 
Nicole Grady played the solo 
“Think of Me,” followed by 
Bethany Dennis and Jeanine 
Tacaca playing “Angel of 
Music.” Jana Sammeta and 
Jeanine Tacaca both soloed 
in “The Music of the Night.” 
Bethany Dennis soloed in the 
“Masquerade” and Jana Sam-

meta in “All I Ask of You.” 
Everyone did an amazing job! 
The piece turned out incred-
ible!

Everyone had a great time 
and enjoyed all the good 
music. They really enjoyed 
the student conductors and 
costumes that correlated 
with the music pieces.  The 
students’ and staff’s hard work 
really paid off. It was a great 
end to the Music Depart-
ments school year, and many 
seniors’ last concert. 
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final Music Department Music Tour
SARAH liM

With the end of the school 
year finally in sight, the 
Shenandoans, full orchestra, 
and bells musicians were anx-
ious to enjoy the last music 
tour of the 2013-2014 school 
year. Early Sabbath morning, 
on May 3, students loaded 
up into two of SVA’s travel-
ing buses and with the faith-
ful drivers, trombone player 
Mr. Twomley and tuba player 
Mr. Little, the squad hit off 
eastward. Although these 
musicians had been on much 
longer trips to farther destina-
tions, the two-hour drive to 
the Capitol Memorial Church 
in Maryland seemed infinite. 
Everyone seemed restless and 
ready to get the final tour per-
formance over with.

During the long drive to 
the church, the buses unfor-
tunately lost the way. When 
it was time that we were sup-
posed to have been arrived 
already, some were told that 
there was only “about a couple 
blocks left,” which turned out 

to be what seemed to be sev-
eral hundred blocks around 
and around some super cute 
downtown area of a Maryland 
city. Looking out the window 
helped kill time.

Approximately 45 minutes 
and three dreadfully closed 
Chipotles later, the buses 
finally pulled into the small 
perimeter around the Capitol 
Memorial Church. As soon as 
possible, everyone was work-
ing hard setting up the small 
stage, emptying the buses of 
instruments and other per-
formance necessities. Folding 
music stands were furiously 
assembled, while directors 
Mr. Goines and Ms. Wiede-
mann worked on squeezing 
in the woodwinds and brass 
on the miniscule stage, Shens 
on the stage steps, bells on the 
foot of the stairs, and all the 
strings in front of the bells. 
Due to the time lack of time, 
we were unable to have a 
proper rehearsal, yet that did 
not really worry anyone even 

though SVA’s music depart-
ment was in charge of the full 
church service for the day.

As church members began 
trickling into the sanctuary, 
the orchestra began to get 
ready to play the prelude piece, 
“Amazing Grace.” As this was 
the final tour performance, the 
range in music selections was 
basically anything from last 
semester, such as the prelude 
piece, “Brandenburg” (which 
Ms. Wiedemann utilized for 
the children’s story), “Jupiter,” 
and variety of arranged praise 
songs. During the program, 
the same concept applied to 
the bells and the Shenando-
ans.

As mentioned, for the chil-
dren’s story, Ms. Wiedemann 
had each different strings 
section play the beginning of 
the Brandenburg Concerto, 
and conducted each as one 
part of the explanation in 
the children’s story. For the 
other part, she had everyone 
just play on their own, how-

ever they wanted, without 
her bothering to conduct. 
The moral of this “story” was 
that we as people are all each 
different parts in Christ, and 
if we follow his conducting, 
then we will be harmonious. 
When we do not, we will 
be, as one of the kids com-
mented, “like little kids play-
ing around,” and that is not 
what we as Christians want 
to be.

Since this was the last tour 
of the year, just the perfor-
mance itself had a few great 
memories. The performance 
overall was not as tremen-
dous as it could have been, 
and as we have done in some 
of the bigger performances 
in the past, but the service 
flew by quickly thanks to 
much comic relief. One of 
the best memories of the day 
was when Mr. Goines was 
conducting his Shenandoans 
while standing on the petite 
platform that the church had 
provided. He was being very 

passionate as he always is in 
his conducting, and at one 
point jumped forward a little 
too far and ALMOST fell off 
the platform. It was very dif-
ficult to keep a straight face. 
Another interesting memory 
that many students will not 
forget is the performance of 
the praise song “Majestic.” 
Strings were unaware that 
there had been two differ-
ent versions of this piece and 
when the piece started, some 
were an octave higher or a 
chord off, for quite an embar-
rassing and confused majority 
of the time.

Finally, after the church 
service was over, the church 
members were gracious 
enough to feed us one of 
the best potlucks ever. After 
eating their fill, everyone 
slowly began packing back 
onto the buses to head to the 
National Zoo. Sluggish from 
all the food and tired as we 
were in the humid heat, we 
were given two hours at the 

zoo. The race to go see the 
famous pandas or the big cats 
were stunted by the immense 
traffic of many visitors. 

At last, when the wearisome 
two hours passed, the SVA 
buses had never seemed so 
welcoming. Sack lunches were 
distributed and gobbled down 
in a matter of minutes and 
students were either knocked 
out, sleeping for the rest of the 
way back to school, or either 
bored to death, again.

As the last music tour of the 
2013-2014 school year, this 
trip was filled with memo-
ries and different emotions. 
It was not the absolute best, 
performance wise, but the 
fact that it was the last of the 
year (and the very last for the 
seniors) and had many mem-
ories makes it one of the best, 
and will be unforgettable for 
many.
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RoK Hayride
RACHEllE PiCHOT

On Friday, May 9, the ROK 
Hayride Vespers took place. 
Some students jumped for joy 
and were enthusiastic about 
the prospect of going on a 
hayride while others dreaded 
the idea.  But when 4:30 
rolled around (quite literally), 
excitement consumed all.

Everyone got onto the 
wagons and several drivers 
drove the students through 
town to the park.  Cars 
stopped and waved and a pos-
itive attitude ensued.  Some 
students suffered from aller-
gies that day rather harshly, 
yet everyone made the best 
of it.

As soon as the students 
arrived at the park, every-
one hopped off the wagons 
and settled in.  Immediately, 
people began laying out blan-
kets and relaxing.  Some stu-
dents went straight to playing 
sports and running around.  
A few others pulled out gui-

tars, ukuleles, and violins, and 
began serenading the student 
body.  “I thought it was in a 
really good location because 
there was a lot for everyone 
to do,” Noe Grady said when 
asked what she thought about 
the Hayride.

Taty Vega said that when 
she saw the merry-go-round, 
her eyes jumped out of her 
sockets. “I’ve only ever seen 
them in movies—like Spy 
Kids. Meshach Perez spun 
me too hard, but after that 
I went on the swing and had 
something to eat.  I played 
tennis but then it started rain-
ing.  I ate some brownies.  My 
favorite part was the hayride.  
On the way there—because 
the way back was short.”

It was relaxing to just enjoy 
a pleasant afternoon without 
any activities or plans.  Upon 
our arrival, the staff finished up 
making dinner and promptly 
served it to the seemingly 

starving students.  The group 
got to enjoy haystacks and 
burritos while sitting outside 
as if for a picnic.

After devouring the hay-
stack/burrito, many people 
soon discovered another table 
in a second pavilion.  This one 
contained sweets of all kinds, 
shapes, sizes, and tastes.  Our 
ROK parents provided us 
with some phenomenal treats 
to round off the week.  Noe 
Grady says, “The food was 
really good.”

Once way too much sugar 
was ingested, the students 
went back to their previous 
activities.  It was a beautiful 
day and some people took to 
playing soccer or reading a 
book.  A few played baseball 
and some others played tennis 
with tennis rackets that did 
not belong to them. Some 
just walked peacefully around 
and still others went around 
trying to troll people.

The beautiful spring day 
was followed by a spring 
sprinkling.  It started softly 
at first and then grew until 
most everyone found shelter 
in the pavilion.  At first the 
student body was entertained 
by Fernando Son’s singing—
especially when he serenaded 
Mr. Twomley.

Eventually the evening took 
a turn towards the serious side 
of things and Krisi Koliadko 
and Reiss Ramirez led out in 
singing.  Fernando played his 
guitar and Ashley McGregor 
played a string.  Carter Ware 
joined in and Pastor Buz 
helped lead out.

When Alain Pichot was 
asked what he thought about 
the Hayride, he said, “It was 
fun. I played volleyball with 
Noe and her friends.  My 
favorite part was standing up 
for the “We Are Soldiers” song.  
I stood up every time.”

After a few spiritual songs, 
the preacher came up and 
started speaking.  We were 
blessed with a guest speaker 
who spoke about how we 
should make God a part of 
our lives.  He used an anal-
ogy of a guy following a goat 
around but then said that we 
should follow God because 
God is consistent and follow-
ing Him will bring us reward.  
The speaker asked everyone 
what would make someone 
successful in life.  Finally, he 
revealed to us that the only 
thing that can make us suc-
cessful in life is to make sure 
we follow God.  That truly is 
the only thing that lasts and 
therefore is the only thing 
that can make us eternally 
successful.

Mickey Yeremis said that she 
thought it was fun “because 
all my friends were there and 
we were singing songs and 
making fun of videos.  We 

listened to the preacher and 
it was actually really good.  It 
touched my heart.  I learned 
that wherever I come from, 
I can always trust in God.” 
She wants everyone to know 
that she recommends that 
everyone should “always eat 
the ROK food because it is 
awesome.”

Vespers ended with a peace-
ful song and then everyone 
went crazy again, running 
over to the wagons and climb-
ing on.  This time, the drivers 
did not take the scenic route 
back to the dorms.  The stu-
dents all made it back safe and 
sound and most of us headed 
straight to sleep. A special 
thanks to the New Market 
church and the ROK ministry 
that spends so much time and 
effort to make us students feel 
at home here.

Tennis
SARAH liM

The SVA Varsity Tennis 
team was started up again 
this semester after a break of 
a few years. Tryouts were in 
March, with about fifteen-
plus students trying out at the 
New Market Park. The final 
team: Juniors Giovanni Rossi, 
Jhonathan Almeida, Camilo 
Rodriguez (Team Captain), 
Danny Jimenez, and Sarah 
Lim and Freshmen Mat-
thew Harter, Daniel Chirva-
suta, and Dzik Mazando are 
coached by Mr. Rivera and 
Dean Nick Lapido. Although 
this season this newly formed 
team did not have a chance 
to compete against other 
local schools, they had prac-
tices at the New Market Park 
and often traveled down to 
the Harrisonburg Tennis 
Patron’s club and had games 
with the local members. The 
Harrisonburg Tennis Patrons 
are a tennis organization for 
all ages and playing levels, 
promoters as well as partici-
pators. They invite anyone 
who enjoys playing the sport 
to come join them anytime. 
HTP does something called 
a pickup play, where players 
wait in turn in the order of 
arrival, and with the mem-
bers in the club, teams of four 
(doubles) go on the courts and 
play a match. We were able to 

play with these experienced, 
patient, and encouraging 
members. This aspect served 
as great experience in playing 
against other tennis players 
since we were not scheduled 
against other schools. Other 
times, when we had our usual 
practice at the New Market 
Park, team leaders would take 
charge and start with different 
hitting practices or continue 
with singles or doubles. 

Next year, the coaches are 
hoping to upgrade to an all-
year round tennis team so 
that better quality practice 
and game time is allowed in 
the schedule. 

On Sunday, May 4, the 
SVA Tennis Tournament 
started. This Tournament 
allows players on the team 
and also anyone around the 
community to sign up and 
participate. The Tournament 
will continue on Wednesday 
May 7, Sunday May 11, and 
Wednesday May 14. The 11th 
and the 14th are the semifinal 
rounds and Sunday, May 18, 
will be the final round. Play-
ers are able to participate after 
paying a $5 fee, and adults 
are for a $10 fee. All matches 
are planned to be played at 
the New Market Park Tennis 
Courts.
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2014 spring Picnic
KARiNA Ruiz

This year’s Spring Picnic was very stimulating for all classes. 
The day began on May 1 with a short worship in the audi-
torium followed by an Almost Anything Goes activity, the 
Chariot Race. This involves getting the smallest person in each 
class in a sheet and two people dragging that person around 
the gym as fast as they can, then switching to three new people 
each lap. The Juniors and Sophomores tied at the end, both 
classes taking first place. The next activity was the basketball 
games. The Freshmen put up a good game against the Juniors, 
and the Sophomores against the Seniors. But in the end, the 
two teams fighting for first place were the Juniors and Seniors, 
with the Seniors getting the win. The last activity before lunch 
was volleyball. Again, the Freshmen put in a good fight against 
the Juniors, and Sophomores as well with the Seniors. At this 
point, things were getting intense between the Seniors and 
Juniors, as always. The Seniors took the win again, putting 
them ahead of everyone else.

After lunch came flag football. Once again, it came down 
to the Seniors and Juniors, but this time the Juniors took the 
win. Now the Seniors and Juniors were tied overall. Soccer 
was the last actual sport of the day, and Juniors won against 
the Seniors. This knocked the Seniors out of first place and 
into second. The second to last activity was the obstacle course 
race. This required a guy and a girl from each class to be tied 
at the wrists together. They would have to go through every 
obstacle tied together and pick up something at each station 
before moving on to the next. This activity was won by the 
Sophomores. The last competition was an eating contest. 
The win was taken by the Seniors once again. Ultimately, the 
Juniors won picnic, and we all finished off the day on a Slip 
n’ Slide to cool off. It was a good day, and for the seniors, the 
last SA picnic they’ll be involved with.

Junior/senior banquet
ASHlEy MCGREGOR

Junior/Senior banquet is a 
privilege all underclassmen 
wait for. It’s the last banquet 
of the year, sponsored by the 
Junior class, and, as always, 
expected to be a blast. The 
theme of this year’s banquet 
on May 4 was Happily Ever 
After. So, with a theme as 
great as that one, the amount 
of excitement in the upper-
classman domain is only 
imaginable. All the girls were 
just itching to become the 
princesses they were, but in 
no comparison to the boys 
who couldn’t wait to become 
the gentleman they thought 
they were. This banquet was 
delightful.

Music spilled out of the 
piano and  intertwined with 
vibrations echoing from the 
violin as chatter rose up from 
the well lit room. “Nice tones 
emit from the music,” gushed 
Heidi Werner as she smiled, 
infatuated with the music. 
The gorgeous room was locat-

ed at the Stonewall Jackson 
Hotel in Stanton, and all the 
upperclassman were led to 
their tables to sit with dates 
and friends. In the center of 
the white clothed tables there 
were large flower arrangements 
next to fish bowls. In the back 
of the room stood David Levi, 
a professional photographer 
who had joined this year’s 
mission trip to Brazil. He 
was surrounded by his very 
professional equipment and 
joked around as he took pic-
tures of the students.

Staunton, a small town 
about 45 minutes from New 
Market, has many shops and 
unique things to buy in the 
down town district. It boasts 
many fine restaurants and 
coffee shops, making it a great 
place to spend an evening. 
There are always many people 
scattered along the streets, 
enjoying the great weather 
and atmosphere. It even has 
its own Shakespearian play 

house, the same play house 
that SVA takes trips to on a 
regular basis. Over all it is a 
great town, and an amazing 
town to come to for Junior/
Senior banquet. 

After a while, the food was 
stationed by a wall and was to 
be treated as a buffet. This was 
the moment many of us had 
been waiting for. There is an 
unspoken rule that requires 
the food to be good for the 
banquet to be good. “The 
food was rad!” exclaimed 
Mandy Champion as she 
reminisced about the ban-
quet. “Potatoes were good,” 
declared Corey Shaw, a well 
known SVA food critic. The 
starved banquet goers piled 
on manicotti, bread, salad, 
potatoes, and steamed veg-
gies, and later topped off their 
plates with sherbet. The food 
was absolutely delicious. 

Mr. Joshua Goines and 
Ms. Kelly Weidemann fin-
ished playing their versions of 

Disney songs, and soon after, 
the movie began. The Princess 
Bride flashed through the pro-
jector on the screen as we all 
watched. Some stared blankly 
at the screen, and when asked 
their thoughts replied, “Am 
I allowed to say anything 
negative?” Clearly, the movie 
shown didn’t appeal to every-
one; however, there was a 
few such as Michelle Abreu 
who appreciated it. “Movie 
was nice, it was pretty good,” 
she commented.  In fact, The 
Princess Bride is considered 
a classic to some and Corey 
Shaw could quote almost 
every line from the movie. 
The film enchanted us all and 
the pick was perfect for the 
Happily Ever After theme.

At the beginning of the 
banquet each person got small 
slips of paper. On the pieces 
of paper, there were names of 
different Disney characters 
from famous movies. After 
everyone had gotten one we 

were told that there would be 
a prize at the end of the ban-
quet for a select few. After the 
movie the announcement was 
made that two people from 
each table would be allowed 
to keep the table decorations 
which were live fish! Two 
Disney characters’ names 
were called and two people 
from each table were able 
to keep a bowl of fish! No 
one even suspected that we 
would be allowed to take live 
fish back to the dorm with us 
that night.

After everything was fin-
ished, we all headed to the 
buses. We had expected to 
just get on the bus and head 
straight back, but there were 
some complications. We start-
ed off towards the end of the 
street, but our bus would not 
fit! Our driver, Mr. Jedamski, 
then backed down the street 
behind us, which was a huge 
hill. Everyone screamed and 
shouted as the fish bowls they 

had received spilled over the 
edges. We then straightened 
out and took a wrong turn 
that ended up driving in a 
one way street. After all of the 
misdirection and complica-
tions we ended up right where 
we had started. We got our 
bearings and we then began 
our real journey back to the 
school.

When we got back to the 
school safe and sound at 
about 10:15, we were all very 
tired from the night’s events. 
Over all it was a great ban-
quet. We laughed, we ate, 
and just enjoyed some really 
good company in a great 
venue, located in an amazing 
town. This has to be one of 
the best banquets that SVA 
has ever had, hosted by the 
Junior class of 2015. Thank 
you to all officers, sponsors, 
and additional personnel who 
made the night possible.
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senior Class farewell
SHANNEN HENRy

Yesterday is gone. Tomor-
row has not yet come. We have 
only today. Let us begin! 

Though our time together 
here at SVA has come to an 
end, our lives have only just 
begun. As we leave SVA, we 
take with us tons of memories, 
both good and bad.  Along 
with memories, we take the 
lessons we have learned from 
one another that will help us 
succeed in life. I know that we 
will never forget the times we 
shared at banquets together 
and competing in SA Picnic 
or just hanging out together. 
We have truly become a family 
throughout our years here. 
Some of us will be friends for 

a lifetime; we’ll attend one 
another’s college graduations, 
baby showers, and weddings. 
For most of us, our friend-
ships with one another have 
only just begun.

We must cherish all of 
the memories that we made 
because we will never be 
high school students again. 
At graduation, we will have 
accomplished a milestone, 
and rather than leaving things 
behind, I would suggest that 
we take things with us. We 
should take the relationships 
we’ve made, the things we’ve 
learned, and the achievements 
that we have accomplished 
and pack them up with us and 

carry them into our future 
lives. 

Our class is truly diverse 
and I believe that there has 
never been a class quite 
like ours. Each class usually 
leaves a mark on their school, 
something for which they are 
remembered. And I believe 
that we have left an impact 
on our school that defines 
true diversity. Not only do 
we represent a number of 
cultures and ethnicities, but 
we are also diverse in terms of 
our personalities and the goals 
that we want to achieve. Some 
of us thrive on academic excel-
lence and its rewards; others 
of us live for the thrill of com-

peting in sports competitions 
while a few of us cannot stand 
sports at all. Many of us enjoy 
being involved in music, and 
a distinct few enjoy the com-
plexity of calculus equations 
and physics scenarios. This 
diversity also applies to our 
future goals; some of us want 
to be doctors or business 
majors, while others plan to 
be missionaries and fashion 
designers, as well as profes-
sional athletes. 

So, as we leave SVA, let us 
never forget the experiences 
that we had here and the 
challenges we faced that have 
shaped us into the individuals 
we are today.

This would not be a heart-
felt farewell if I did not 
express the gratitude of the 
Senior class.

Shout out to Ms. Song 
because if it were not for 
you, many of us would not 
be marching down the aisle. 

Mr. McNeilus, we will 
always remember “Once on 
the lips, twice on the hips!”

Mrs. Dodge, you’re truly 
amazing and we are sorry for 
all of the times we did not 
wear our polos to class.

Ms. Wied and Mr. Goines, 
thank you for an amazing 
adventure with music.

Mrs. Dean, we will all miss 
your hugs.

Mrs. White, English class 
was fun….. for us. 

And finally, farewell Mr. 
Johnson, you’ve been a great 
principal these past two years 
and we appreciate all you have 
done for SVA.

It has been an honor to serve 
as your class president for the 
past two years.

I love you guys and wish you 
all the best in the exciting and 
successful future ahead.

The End. . . 

Shannen Henry


