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This year’s team is made up of girls from all classes. Each one possesses individual talent, but the best
part is that the team works really well together. Everyone picks up where the other teammate may leave
off. The teamwork this year is really good.
Katheryn Savegnago, Class of 2016
This year the soccer team
is full of new talent. With
only 10 returning members,
we gladly welcomed 16 new
teammates. The majority of
the players this year are also
underclassmen which is very
good for the years to come.
Captains: Chloe Pettit
(Senior), Meredith Schuen
(Senior), Kearsten Jedamski
(Junior)
Seniors: Katheryn Savegnago, Karen Vallado,
Juniors: Brenda Ngetich,
Mabel Mabena, Davel Parker,
Becky Renderos,
Sophomores: Katherine
Berrios, Jasmine Carcamo,
Bethany Edwards, Allie
Magtanong, Hannah Sloan,
Linsey Smith
Freshmen: Mackenzie
Hanon, Jillian Herbert, Haley
Wolters, Brittany Murillo

Team in Training: Natalia
Arellano, Kelly RamirezGarcia, Dona Garcia-Moreno,
Krissia Kersey, Jurnee Nealy,
Valerie Pichot, Genesis
Rivera
Congratulation to all the
girls who made the team this
season!
With so many new members, building chemistry can
take a while, but what better
way to bond than playing a
home game against Highland
View Academy? Our game
was on April 17, a beautiful Sunday with no clouds
in the sky. The game began
around 1:00 PM, and right
from the get go, was quick. In
the beginning, SVA and HVA
shared possession of the ball
about 50/50. One team would
take the ball down and get a
shot on goal and not too long
after, whether by a defender

clearing it or the goalie drop
kicking it, the ball would be
on the other side of the field
and the other team would be
driving it in for a goal. Shot
after shot was blocked by our
goalie Kearsten Jedamski, and
their goalie as well, resulting
in a half-time score of 0-0.
During the first half, Haley
Wolters was playing against
her cousin who attends HVA.
On one of her send ups, her
cousin moved in last minute
and the ball, which Haley had
kicked with lots of power,
went directly into her cousin’s
face, causing her to fly up into
the air, and drop down to the
ground. The hit looked very
painful but it didn’t seem to
bother her and she just kept
on playing.
When the second half began,
both teams were hungry for a
goal. Chloe Pettit was now

in goal for us and unfortunately, Katherine Berrios, a
very valuable midfielder, was
not well and could not play.
Less than five minutes into
the half, SVA drove the ball
down and Mackenzie Hanon
scored the first goal of the
game and our season. As you
can imagine, we were very
happy after the goal but HVA
was motivated. They wanted a
goal, too, and not too shortly
after ours, they scored one of
their own. The game tied up
1-1 with half-an-hour left of
the half. We got back into our
rhythm of one side shooting,
missing, the other team drilling down, shooting, then the
goalie blocking it, just like the
first half. HVA scored again
with 20 minutes to go. SVA
was desperate for a goal but
rather than panic, we focused
and came together. Kather-

ine Berrios came back in and
crossed it over to Mackenzie
Hanon, who put in a second
goal for SVA. The game was
tied up once again, and both
teams did their best to score
one more goal and win while
keeping the other team from
scoring again.
In the end, the score stayed
tied up 2-2 which reflected
the teams very well. Both
teams had skill enough to
score a couple of goals, but
in the end, the two teams
were pretty evenly matched
up, resulting in a tie. I am
very proud of our team and
everyone who stepped up.
This game really showcased
the talented team we have
this year and gave everyone
an opportunity to grow and
to shine.

The team this year has been improving every game. I really have fun playing and learning with this
team.
Chloe Pettit, Team Captain, Class of 2016
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2016 Potomac Conference Music Festival
Julia Rivera

On April 9, 2016, at the
New Market Church, over
180 elementary students lifted
their voices and sang praises
to God. “It was a nice experience to see people, young and
old, worship God together,”
commented Freshman Shayla
Coronel. But how do you get
such an ideal performance? Is
there a miraculous formula?
Most people would probably
agree that there are three main
elements to a successful music
festival. Successful music festivals always have good clinicians, tons of fun rehearsals,
and church performances.
Every other year, SVA
hosts the Potomac Conference Music Festival for fifththrough eighth-graders. The
Potomac Conference chooses
a theme for the weekend and
hires fun and engaging clinicians to work with the students. This year they chose
Mrs. Lulu Mwangi Mupfumbu as the Festival Choral
Director and our very own

Ms. Kelly Wiedemann as the
Festival Strings Director.
Mrs. Mupfumbu is currently working at Takoma
Academy where she serves
as the Director of Music.
She conducts the Chorale,
Camerata, and band as well
as teaching Music Technology. Mrs. Mupfumbu holds a
Bachelor of Music Education
from Atlantic Union College
and a Masters of Music in
Conducting from Ohio State
University. While at Ohio
State, she studied under Dr.
Hilary Apfelstadt, Dr. Robert
J. Ward, Dr. Raymond Wise,
Dr. Lloyd Mallory and others.
She has also studied abroad
at the University of Eastern
Africa in Kenya. Mrs. Mupfumbu has been a clinician
at festival choirs and choral
workshops in Ohio, Illinois,
Maine, Massachusetts, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia,
Nebraska, and Texas. She
is married to Tanyaradzwa
Mupfumbu, has a beautiful
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daughter named Nakai, and is
expecting another child.
Ms. Kelly Wiedemann is
currently working at Shenandoah Valley Academy as the
Orchestra and Strings Director as well as teaching Music
Appreciation. She also is a
string instructor in Eastern
Mennonite University’s Preparatory Music Program.
She received her Bachelor of
Music in Music Education
from Washington Adventist
University where she studied
under Zino Bogachek, Dr.
Virginia-Gene Rittenhouse,
and Bruce Wilson. Ms. Wiedemann completed her Masters in Music Education from
James Madison University in
2014. She enjoys learning
new instruments, performing in freelance performances,
and is currently playing in
the Waynesboro Symphony
Orchestra.
After registration at the
New Market Church and a
welcome to the festival whose

theme was “Called to Greatness,” all of the fun began on
April 7 with over 180 students
singing together for the first
time. Soon it was time to rest
in preparation for the next
day. The students had their
second choir rehearsal the
next morning, after a warm
breakfast and worship. Soon
it was time for a break, which
all the students enjoyed. A
few members of SVA Strings
joined the elementary string
players and had a productive
rehearsal before lunch. At
around 1:15 pm, the Festival String group met again
for the last time before the
church service on Sabbath.
Katie Davis, from Manassas Preparatory School said,
“This festival is great! I am
having a fun time here.” The
Festival Choir had two more
rehearsals before going to
supper. Then there was a vespers program to welcome the
Sabbath, and finally bedtime
for everyone. On Sabbath

morning, the elementary students ate breakfast and then
went to their special Sabbath
School in the auditorium of
the Administration Building.
Choral members and string
players all met before the
church service in the Fellowship Hall of the New Market
Church. The festival strings
began the Worship Service
with “On a Hymnsong of
Philip Bliss” which is a very
nice arrangement of “It is
Well with My Soul.” Then
the festival choir sang “Festive Alleluia” for the Call to
Worship. For the offertory,
the Festival Strings played
“Fanfare for Strings.” Following the Scripture Reading, the
Festival Choir sang “Amazing
Grace & Fairest Lord Jesus.”
Pastor Buz Menhardt then
had the sermon. The Festival
Choir performed their final
piece entitled “Goliath” as the
Choral Response. Pastor Buz’s
benediction marked the end
of the festival.

When asked about her
experience, Mrs. Lulu Mupfumbu said, “I had a great
experience; the kids were
wonderful… I really enjoyed
my time here.” Everyone truly
has an amazing time when the
directors are enjoying themselves and doing their best
to help. Gabby Patrick from
Shenandoah Valley Adventist
Elementary School confirmed
this with, “I really enjoyed
Mrs. Lulu! She was always
super enthusiastic and always
brought her little girl (Nakai)
to our practices.” When you
enjoy the rehearsals, they go
by quickly and you have a
better experience. Everything
we do is for the glory of God
and to share our love for Him.
That is the whole reason we
learn and perform pieces at
church. That is why every
other year Shenandoah Valley
Academy hosts the Potomac
Conference Music Festival.
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In All Earnestness We Must Be Earnest
Miranda Benton

“You think we’re quiet
and good until you take us
to a play… then we’re party
animals,” I heard someone
exclaim to Mrs. White. On
Wednesday, April 13, right
after dinner, 13 girls piled
into a minibus to go see the
play The Importance of Being
Earnest. To make matters even
more extravagant, this wasn’t
just any play, it was being performed at Blackfriars Theatre

in Staunton, VA. This playhouse is the only recreation in
the world of the indoor theater Shakespeare performed
in during his time.
With buzzing excitement
we waited for the play to
begin. Then, we got an experience of a lifetime. Being a
Wednesday, the theater was
far from full. A cast member
called out, “Do we have any
volunteers to come sit on

stage since these seats didn’t
sell out?” Eagerly hands were
raised and five SVA girls
approached the stage, ready
for anything. Throughout
the play, these SVA students
interacted with the actors.
The play progressed as witty
banter passed back and forth.
Laughter erupted from the
audience as those sitting on
stage were criticized by the
cast for being vegetarians,

peasants, and flirting with
their husbands. The actors’
energy and enthusiasm
couldn’t help but spread. Then
came the musical interludes.
Such talent included playing
accordion, bass, guitar, flute,
and clarinet, which are just
some of the instruments these
actors performed on for the
audience. Their voices rang
out loudly and you could
see how much fun they were
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having. With an epic conclusion giving us an understanding of, “...the importance of
being Earnest,” we applauded
these amazing actors. They had
to force us out of the theater
as we took last minute photos
and left skipping down the
street, barely controlling our
sound level, to end the wonderful night with ice cream.
At The Split Banana, as we
were waiting in line, we were

graced with a brief interaction with the actor who
portrayed “Algernon “Algy”
Montcrief.” He said “Hey,
guys,” as he walked out the
door, obviously recognizing
our stunned faces from the
theater. This encounter was
all we could talk about for the
next hour, and ended the trip
on a high note.

Stephen Genus:
In reply to your
Banquet asking, no.
There is no way I would miss
the honor of going to
Junior-Senior Banquet with you!
Tatiana Melendez

Shen-Val-Lore

 | April 22, 2016

Africa Mission Trip
Karen Vallado

A few years ago, a Zambian
chief asked for an Adventist
school to be built in Mansa
because he believed in Adventist education. Pastor Pardon
Mwansa, then one of the
Vice-Presidents of the General
Conference, spearheaded this
mission to build an Adventist
boarding school in Mansa.
In June 2014, Pastor Harley
joined a group in completing
the ad building and before he
left, he promised the people
he would return with a group
from SVA. There were, however, some hurdles to overcome.
The trip was not approved last
school year and the only way
to get it approved this school
year was to have 25 students
with $1,000 (a third of the
cost) by October. At first,
this task seemed daunting to
the many students interested
in going on the trip, but his
promise was fulfilled this year
when a group of 37 students
and nine chaperones spent
their spring break on the
Zambia Mission Trip.
The trip began with lots
of traveling. A bus ride from
SVA to Dulles, a 13-hour
flight to Dubai, immediately
followed by a six-hour flight
to Lusaka (the capital of
Zambia). After a night in a
hotel, the traveling continued
with a ten-hour bus trip to
Mansa. On day four, we got
to the school and attended
their morning chapel. We
were greeted by the school
principal (Mr. MacDonald)
and the school choir. It was
then that he explained how
the school buildings weren’t
ready, but the students were.
Until the buildings could be
completed, both the boys’ and
the girls’ dorms, the cafeteria,
and all the classrooms were in
the ad building. We were given
the opportunity to introduce
ourselves one by one and after
we said our name, grade, and
where we’re from, the students usually made a comment or clapped but before
Maddy Nydahyo could even
finish saying her name, one
of the guys from the school
shouted, “Amen!” and everyone started laughing. This was
a great ice breaker and helped
us overcome the initial hesita-

tion most people face when
meeting new people. Pretty
soon you couldn’t tell the difference between the SVA or
Mansa students because we
were always mixed together.
Originally, we had planned
to stay at a house in town and
that is where our stuff was at
that point, but then we packed
up our things from there and
moved into a few classrooms
at the school. We ate our first
lunch at the school with the
students. During our stay, we
ate a lot of rice and beans with
different vegetables or occasionally with chicken or fish.
The one food that showed
up every day was “nshima,”
which is one of their staple
foods. It’s made from corn
flour, but kind of looks like
mashed potatoes. The food
was prepared outside over a
coal fire and the vegetables
were from the school garden.
After we ate, a small group
headed to town to work at
the elementary school’s VBS.
Everyone else was joined by
the students from the high
school and we began carrying
blocks from one huge pile to
certain places along the base
of the wall to be built up. It
didn’t take too long to get an
assembly line going and the
blocks were flying, literally.
The school needed a wall to go
all around their vast campus
for safety reasons and so far,
there was only one row of
blocks laid below ground level
for a couple hundred yards.
For the rest of the day and for
the next for days, we worked
on the wall, only stopping
during the Sabbath hours. We
learned how to work as a team
as we unloaded trucks full of
block, made mortar, placed
mortar on a blocks using a
trowel, placed the blocks, leveled the blocks, and began the
whole process again. We split
up into several work groups
and had some working with
the small bricks and some
with the big ones. It was a lot
of work but very rewarding
because you got to see the
progress you made each day
and realized you contributed
to the project. The job itself
was already difficult, but
the weather did not help. In

morning the sun baked us out
there, and at night it rained,
leaving a muddy mess at the
construction site. Sometimes
when carrying heavy block
all the way from the pile to
where it is needed on the wall,
people would get tired when
they reached their destination and set the blocks down
a little too hard, the block
would then shatter, and the
person would feel like all the
work in carrying the block
was in vain but it wasn’t. The
broken block served as great
stepping stones to place in the
mud so we would not sink in
while trying to lay block.
A small group lead by Mrs.
Sloan did the VBS at the
school every morning (with
the exception of the first day,
which took place in the afternoon). The school had preschoolers to seventh graders.
They had lots of energy and
were so excited to see us. We
sang songs, played games, and
did crafts with them. They
all loved the song “Making
Melodies” and learned it
really fast. On the last day, all
the children received candy
and a small toy and we could
not have given them to more
grateful recipients.
On our first Sabbath, we
attended the church on
their campus. Pastor Harley
bought all the SVA girls traditional Zambian wraps that
the Mansa girls helped us tie.
Salima Omwenga, Maddie
Ware, and Maddy Ndahayo
sang a few songs for praise
team and were later joined
by Daniel Hernandez, Amber
Lawhorn, Katheryn Savegnago, and Coby Odate for a
few more songs. The Sabbath
School was organized by the
students and Pastor Harley
preached for the main service.
One of the girls taught us a
chant that goes like:
Person 1: “I love Jesus, I
love Jesus, I love Jesus. What
about you here?”
Person 2: “I love Jesus.”
Person 1: “A little bit
louder.”
Person 2: “I love Jesus!
Person 1: “A little bit sweeter.”
Person 2: “I, I, I love
Jesus!”

She went around asking different people in the church
and several SVA students participated.
After lunch, our group from
SVA and about ten students
from the school took the bus
to a waterfall. The bus hit a
rock when we were less than
a mile away and we had to
walk the rest of the way, but
when we got there, we had
a great time. The waterfall
was beautiful and the water
was the perfect temperature.
There was even a large tree
that hung over the water that
several people climbed up and
jumped off of. When it came
time to walk back to the bus,
our walk became much longer
than expected. The bus was
still not functioning so we had
to walk a few miles beyond
it to catch another bus that
had been called to pick us up.
This was an unexpected difficulty but during our walk
in the dark, at night, we had
a clear view of the Milky Way
and more stars than could be
counted. Eventually the busses
found us and we returned to
the school for showers and
dinner.
On Sunday we went back
to work on the wall and had
our last morning of VBS. This
was a good work day because
the ground wasn’t so muddy,
and we were able to get a lot
done. This was a very special
day because one of the chiefs
of Northern Zambia came
to visit the school. This is a
great honor because the chiefs
are highly respected and very
important people. We finished
up construction on Monday
and only worked until lunch
time. The rest of the afternoon
was spent at a local market
where we went through a
maze of booths selling just
about everything. Some students from the school went
with us and showed us how
to get around. At night, the
school asked us to participate
in their culture night. Salima
Omwenga, Maddie Ware,
and Maddy Ndahayo sang the
National Anthem and everyone sang the school song.
Henry Ware and Sid Cooper
explained what the Fourth of
July is and how we celebrate

it. Then we taught the Mansa
students the “Cha-Cha Slide.”
They showed us the Zambian culture by singing their
national anthem, performing
several cultural dances, and
playing traditional music.
The night concluded with a
slideshow about our time at
the school and the students
we met. The cook surprised
Mrs. Ware, Katheryn Savegnago, and Misade Rosario
with a birthday cake since
their birthdays were coming
up (April 1, 2, and 3). Everyone sang “Happy Birthday”
and then we said goodbye to
all our new friends.
We departed the next
morning at 4:00 and headed
back to Lusaka. We agreed to
leave so early because the bus
we were using not only had
no AC, but the windows also
did not open. The only way
to get some air was by opening a kind of sunroof latch
on the top of the bus. If you
were near these open areas,
the ride wasn’t too bad, but
there were only two on the
whole bus so not everyone
could be there. That meant
that everyone else would bake
in what affectionately became
known as the “Hot Box” or
the “Portable Sauna.” Leaving at four in the morning
was fine with us because it
would avoid at least some of
the heat. When we arrived
in Lusaka, we stayed at the
same hotel we went to when
we first arrived in Zambia and
had dinner there.
It was nice to rest after several days of work, but early the
next morning, we were back
on the road for an eight-hour
drive to Livingstone, a more
touristy part of the country.
We arrived at Victoria Falls
in the afternoon and had the
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to go on a zip line across
the beautiful falls with an
unforgettable view. The next
day was just as amazing. In
the morning we had a water
safari on a boat and we saw
hippos and elephants. After a
big buffet-style lunch, we had
a land safari on several jeeps
where we not only saw but
came in very close proximity
to more elephants, giraffes,

zebras, water buffalo, baboons,
and kudu. On our last day
in Livingstone, we not only
saw lions and cheetahs, we
not only came close to them,
but we sat down right next to
them, pet them, and walked
with them. It was surreal to
see these big cats so calm and
so close. Their fur was soft
and we were all able to have
some time with these incredible creatures. Later that day,
we returned to Victoria Falls
but this time we walked along
it and saw its beauty closer up.
In fact, we were so close that
at times it seemed like it was
pouring rain but it was just
water from the largest waterfall in the world.
We spent Friday night and
Sabbath at Rosongo University where we attended their
church service. The school
was on break so there weren’t
very many people there but
we filled the church up. After
lunch, it was time to drive
back to Lusaka and get our
flight to Dubai.
We arrived at our hotel in
Dubai around 10:00 AM and
after a quick breakfast we got
back on the bus for a tour of
the city. Our tour guide first
took us to the gold market
where we were able shop
around for a while. Then we
quickly stopped at the beach
and got our feet wet before
going to the world’s largest
mall and the Burj Khalifa, the
tallest building in the world.
We went to the observatory
on the 124th and 125th floor
and looked out on the whole
city. Dubai was a huge contrast from Mansa, Zambia.
Overall, this mission trip
was an amazing experience.
We became friends with high
schoolers over 7,500 miles
away from SVA. We saw a
need and worked hard to help
fix it. We may have gone to
bless others, but we too were
blessed by the whole experience. I highly recommend
going on a mission trip at
some point in your life.
Thank you to everyone who
supported and prayed for this
mission trip and helped make
it possible.

See Page 8 of the Shen-Val-Lore fir

Overall, this mission trip was an amazing experience. We became friends with high schoolers over 7,500 miles away from
SVA. We saw a need and worked hard to help fix it. We may have gone to bless others,
but we too were blessed by the whole experience. I highly recommend going
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Thank you for coming;
we hope to see you soon!

Academy Days
Matthew Reinoehl

On April 10 and 11,
Shenandoah Valley Academy
had its annual academy days.
On Sunday, the event was
started off with the guests
being warmly welcomed by
the lovely volunteers in the
lobby; after arriving they
were quickly registered, and
assigned to a group. After this,
participants followed their

group around as they toured
campus and had the opportunity to try out for the athletic
scholarships. After everyone
was done with the athletic
scholarships and supper was
over, guests were given the
chance to participate in a
friendly competition with
their tribe to compete for a
cash reward of $20 each.

On Monday, the visitors
went with their tribe and visited the different classrooms
and took tests to try and earn
some of the numerous academic scholarships offered.
After all of the tests and
tours were finished, it was
time for the grand finale.
Everyone was ushered into the
gym to listen to a wonderful
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We cannot wait to see
what stories you will bring!

performance by SVA’s music
groups, and after the performances everyone moved to
the chapel to receive all of the
scholarships that were earned
over the past two days. After
the awards ceremony, everyone packed up their stuff and
headed home, hopefully to
return next year.

Pictures continued on Page 8
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Welcome
Back!

Alumni Weekend
Cameron Sahly

Shenandoah Valley Academy’s 2016 Alumni Weekend
was held from Thursday,
April 14, to Sunday, April 17.
Alumni from various graduating years participated in
sports, music, and meetings,
all coordinated by the Director of Alumni and Developement, Janel Haas Ware, a
graduate and class president
of 1986. She said, “We believe
it is the most attended alumni
weekend since the 100th
anniversary of the school in
2008.” Also coordinating was
Donna Hoffman Mashburn,
class of 1974, and the current
President of the SVA Alumni
Association
The weekend began strong
with the annual tree planting
ceremony on Thursday—a
tradition for the senior class
every year. Before the actual
planting took place, Paul Griffin, class of 1984, spoke to the
class of 2016 about the future
and how God’s will should be
the top priority in our lives.
He went on to say that we
can do nothing without Him
since He is the one in control of our daily affairs. After
his inspiring speech, the class
gathered together to simply
fill in the hole for the tree
because Bill Osborne helped
the class out tremendously by
digging the hole before the
class even arrived. Everyone
participated with filling the
hole and in no time, the tree
was successfully planted and
watered.
Friday started out with
the 19th Annual Alumni
Golf Tournament benefit.
One hundred participants,
six from the student body,
signed up to play and formed

teams of 4-6 people for the
tournament. “I played absolutely terrible, and it was so
hot I got fried. But my team,
the Fogg-Armstrong team,
still got third place so it was
okay,” said Junior Luke Fogg.
Several NHS members were
there to help out and make
lives a little bit easier for the
participants: they drove golf
carts around with snacks and
beverages to take to golfers
and worked at the registration
table, in addition to many
more helpful hands-on tasks.
The golf tournament ended
that evening with everyone
coming back well-pleased.
For dinner, a reception was
held for the Alumni guests
along with the class of 2016.
As always, the sticky buns
were a big hit for everyone.
Immediately following the
reception, Alumni Vespers
was held at the New Market
Church. Janel Ware started
out the program with a strong
statement saying, “We wanted
the students to be here [at the
alumni vespers] because the
SVA family isn’t complete
without them.” Afterwards,
Gus Viehman, class of 1934,
was introduced as being the
longest, lasting alumnus at
Shenandoah Valley Academy.
He talked about his previous
memories at SVA and brought
many laughs from the crowd.
He will be turning 100 years
old on May 13. After the
song service, Gabrielle Griffin, class of 1986 and current
SVA teacher, gave an enriching sermon. She spoke of
making the right choices and
how her students have taught
her many valuable lessons. She
said that she came to know

the love of Jesus because of
the selfless love and willingness to forgive from the students that she has taught and
is currently teaching.
Sabbath morning, April
16, marked the climax of
the weekend. Many alumni
attended the 10:00 AM
church service that was filled
with music from the orchestra, choir, and band. Joshua
Goines, former SVA choir
teacher, played the organ for
the service. As always, Bill
Strickland, a former faculty
member, read the roll call for
the honor years (every ten
years and the 25th year). It
seemed like the class of 1976
had the best turnout for celebrating their 40th anniversary. The service continued as
planned with recently retired
Jim Little being recognized
for 30 years of hard work
on the campus in the Plant
Services Department, receiving the Service Recognition
Award. Afterwards, the service took a turn for surprise
when Janel Ware called up
Dr. Dale E. Twomley, the
current principal of SVA,
and his wife, Connie, to the
front. She then told stories of
how Dr. Twomley had saved
the school on multiple occasions. The most recent one
was his term here at SVA as
he helped the school recover
from over 1.4 million dollars
of debt. She went on say that
Shenandoah Valley Academy
would like to thank him
for his service to the school
and to God, and presented
the creation of the Dale E.
Twomley Pillar Award which
read, “Established this day
in honor of Dale E. Twom-

ley. A disciple of Jesus who
faithfully answered the call to
serve, support, and sustain the
people and educational ministry of Shenandoah Valley
Academy.” She further stated
that the purpose of the award
is to recognize individuals
with the four main traits that
Dr. Twomley showed during
his service of three instances
over forty years: Vision, Leadership, Humility, and Love.
But that was not all. Recently,
the board of trustees voted
to name the Administration
Building, which has not as
yet been named, Dale E.
Twomley Hall. From April
16, 2016, forward, it will be
known as Twomley Hall. The
building will be rededicated
to God, along with the entire
campus, during graduation
weekend of the class of 2016.
Dr. Twomley was speechless
and the room began to be
filled with many emotions
as he and his wife were shedding a few tears as they tried
to express their gratitude to
the school.
After things were starting
to settle down, the service
continued on to Pastor Victor
Brown (known as Pastor
Brown or “PB”), former SVA
chaplain. His message was
titled “Goldilocks and the
Three Barriers.” He spoke
about the unconditional love
that God has for us and how
the gift of Jesus Christ was
“Just Right” for humanity.
The service continued on
to the annual alumni singing of Handel’s “Hallelujah
Chorus” in which the choir
and orchestra led out. Alumni
members who were previously
in chorale were encouraged to
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join the choir on stage and
it was indeed full of many
blessings. The service ended
with an excellent organ piece
played by Joshua Goines titled
“Finale” from Symphony No.
2 by Charles-Marie Widor.
After the service, all alumni
and students were invited to
the cafeteria for an excellent
meal prepared by Bob Ockenga. Over 500 people attended
this meal, which was only a
fraction of the total number of
people that had attended the
church service. The afternoon
was filled with relaxation and
exploring as alumni re-lived
different memories from
the campus. A jam session,
which consisted of students,
faculty, and alumni, was led
out by Pastor Buz Menhardt.
There was also a reception
that afternoon that honored
Jim Little and the years of
service at SVA. That evening,
the annual alumni concert
was held at the New Market
Church with the musicians
Beth Pettit (flute), Karla
Rivera Bucklew (soprano),
David Niño (piano), Kelly
Wiedemann (piano and
violin), and Joshua Goines
(organ). The concert mixed
elements from both classical
and spiritual genres, making
it very appealing for all listeners. For the rest of the
evening, people continued
to explore campus until the
annual alumni basketball
games started at 9:00. Both
the guys’ and girls’ games were
intense, but the Alumni came
out on top and won.
Sunday, April 17, the cafeteria hosted a brunch for
the alumni, for which the
Shenandoans sang “Singing

in the Rain” and “Over the
Rainbow.” A select string
quartet from the Shenandoans played background music
for the alumni as they arrived.
During the brunch, Dr.
Twomley delivered his “state
of the school address,” which
is very similar to a state of the
union address. During this
time, alumni were permitted
to ask any questions about
the school and things involving it, which Dr. Twomley
or Principal Short in return
answered.
Alumni weekend ended
off strongly with the campus
representing God’s will even
more. Janel Ware said, “The
one thing that came out with
me this weekend was that
not one person complained,
and that there was one specific theme: praising God for
the financial situation of the
school and being debt-free.
Visitors on campus were
extremely pleased with the
helpfulness of the student
body and their willingness
to go out of their way to be
of assistance. The kids at this
school are wonderful and we
are very proud that we got
to bring visitors on campus.
They had the opportunity
to see our students in the
positive light that the faculty
and staff do. I’d like to thank
Bob Ockenga, David Nino
and Kelly Wiedemann, Dale
Twomley, Wendy Dean, my
worker Kellie Shelton, the
deans, and all the faculty,
staff, students and alumni
volunteers whose combined
efforts made alumni weekend
meaningful for our alumni
guests, and for all of us.”

Working in Academy Days is a learning experience. Preparing for it requires lots of time and patience since we want everything to be perfect. Working with the students that come is lots of fun. Your relationship with them grows as you get to know
them just a bit better.
Karen Cruz, Class of 2017
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Many of the photographs we used for this issue are from Shenandoah Valley Academy’s SmugMug Page. If you wish to see more photographs of Shenandoah Valley Academy, please visit
https://shenandoahvalleyacademy.smugmug.com/ Some of the photographs we used in this issue are from friends of the Shen-Val-Lore. Bobby Belleza and Azariah Anderson have both
kindly allowed us to use their pictures this issue.
A few of the photographs we received for this issue of the Shen-Val-Lore, as well as every other issue, are from the Shenandoah Valley Academy Yearbook Staff. If you are interested in
who took these pictures please contact Mitzi Bame, the Yearbook Sponsor, and she will have her staff get back to you as soon as possible. The Yearbook Editor that allows us to use these
photographs is Suzanne Davidovas. Please contact either the editor or the sponsor, if possible, before using these photographs for anything other than personal use and enjoyment.
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Letters to the Editors:
The Shen-Val-Lore welcomes your letters. All letters must contain the writer’s name and phone
number. All unsigned letters will be omitted. The Shen-Val-Lore reserves the right to edit your letters for space and clarity, and to reject any letters. Place all letters under the door of the newspaper
room or mail them to: Shen-Val-Lore, 234 West Lee Highway, New Market, VA 22844.
The Shen-Val-Lore is the official student newspaper of Shenandoah Valley Academy and is published by the students. The opinions and views expressed in the Shen-Val-Lore are those of the
authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the editors, Shenandoah Valley Academy, staff
and faculty, or the Seventh-Day Adventist Church.

