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   It was finally the last 
Sunday school of the year, 
and Thanksgiving break was 
right around the corner. 
Classes ran from 7:30 until 
11:00 that morning because 
that afternoon was our annual 
Student Association banquet. 
Many found it very tiring to 
go to school then prepare for 
an evening activity. However, 
people were still looking for-
ward to the first banquet of 
the year. This year was quite 
different than banquets in 
the past. SA decided to host 
its “Starry Night” banquet 
in downtown Harrisonburg. 
Students chose between 
two restaurants where to eat 
supper—one with Indian cui-
sine, and the other with Asian 

fusion food. Both places had 
fine dining and phenomenal 
food. Following the meal was 
a movie at the Blue Ridge 
Community College theatre. 
The majority of the students 
signed up for the banquet, 
knowing that it was one they 
would not forget.

   As soon as classes ended, 
all the girls in the dorm were 
preparing for the evening. 
Curling and straightening 
hair is usually the first thing 
ladies would like to finish. 
However, when everyone is 
doing theirs at the same time, 
bad things can happen. The 
girls’ dorm had to evacuate 
due to a fire alarm, and every-
one had to stay at the student 
center for a while. Once it was 

time to go back inside, the 
girls continued getting ready 
for banquet.

   It was then time for the 
guys to escort the girls to the 
buses in front of Twomley 
Hall. Everyone looked abso-
lutely gorgeous and handsome 
in their best formal attire. SA 
officers and a handful of other 
students left for Harrisonburg 
before the rest of the students 
did; we had to make sure we 
were ready to guide the stu-
dents to the correct restaurant 
locations. Although it was 
pretty chilly while walking on 
the downtown streets, every-
body was eager to eat supper 
at a nice restaurant. Half of 
the crowd had to walk down 
one street to go to Beyond 

restaurant, and the other had 
to walk in another direction 
to the Taj of India. My friends 
and I decided to go the Taj 
of India, where they served 
a delicious buffet of Basmati 
rice, vegetarian curry dishes, 
samosas, fresh green salad, 
and rice pudding. Guests even 
received their own mango lassi 
as a special beverage. Over at 
Beyond, the students’ meal 
consisted of noodles, egg rolls, 
sushi, and other vegetarian 
dishes. Everyone had a great 
time socializing with friends 
while eating excellent food. 
Both places were enjoyed by 
those who ate there. I am 
almost certain that everyone 
had enough to eat, and no 
one left unsatisfied. Both par-

ties finished their meal with a 
decadent slice of cheesecake, 
served by the SA officers.

   After dinner, students 
headed back to the buses 
for the next destination. We 
got dropped off at the Blue 
Ridge Community College 
theatre, and everyone went 
inside to reserve seats. Some 
people took pictures before 
the movie or during intermis-
sion. The movie we watched 
was The Hundred Foot Jour-
ney, a romantic comedy about 
an Indian chef whose family 
moves to France to open their 
own restaurant, competing 
against another French res-
taurant a hundred feet from 
theirs. Continue	on	page	3
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   Senior weekend is a very 
important event that every 
student at SVA waits for. 
Coming in as freshmen, you 
just cannot wait until it is 
your turn to be a senior. But 
once you become a senior, 
everything seems like it is too 
good to be true. Sometimes, 
it doesn’t hit you that you’re 
actually a senior until some-
thing big like Senior week-
end occurs. Senior weekend 
is what actually makes people 
feel like they are finally seniors. 
For the students in the class 
of 2018, that moment had 
arrived. After ordering last 
minute things for the event 
and rushing to perfect their 
acts, it was finally time. It was 
their turn to shine and put 
themselves out there and they 
did just that.

   The first part of the week-
end started with Senior Dedi-
cation on Friday, October 6. 
All the Seniors arrived early 
for vespers and had their last 
quick practice for that night. 
Each Senior was so happy and 
excited and they all looked so 
beautiful wearing their class 
colors: pink and black with 
splashes of white. Once every-
one was seated, Mrs. Dodge 
started playing the organ and 
the Seniors walked onto the 
stage to start off their special 
weekend. Once at the front, 
the Senior class sponsors gave 
a brief summary about the 
class. It was followed by two 
special songs: one performed 
by Taylor Belleza, Allie Mae 
Magtanong, Trisney Bocala, 
and Anna Sanderson, and the 
second song by the Senior 
praise team. Finally, Mr. 
Belleza, Taylor Belleza’s father, 

came up to present a power-
ful message that the seniors 
to remember. Once vespers 
was over, the Seniors and their 
families went to the student 
center for a reception held by 
the Junior class. The student 
center was nicely decorated 
with pink and black stream-
ers as well as Christmas lights. 
Everyone was busy meeting 
each other’s parents, snacking, 
and taking lots of pictures.

   On Sabbath morning, 
all the Seniors were able to 
have their parents at church 
with them. The various music 
programs on campus each 
had a part in the service. The 
Senior praise team was also 
given the chance of singing 
for song service. Then Pastor 
Shane closed the service with 
a wonderful sermon. After 
church, there was a special 
meal at the cafeteria because 

it was a special occasion. All 
the parents and students truly 
enjoyed the delicious food 
that weekend.

   One of the most excit-
ing parts of Senior weekend 
is the food fair: “My favorite 
food was the Asian food that 
the Magtanongs brought. It 
was so good,” said Lory Ser-
rano. Another student, Angie 
Edwards, expressed her opin-
ion: “There was so much dif-
ferent food that I didn’t know 
what to pick!” The food fair 
was held by the Senior par-
ents and they all brought food 
for the school as part of the 
extravaganza to raise funds for 
the class. The gym was lined 
with different booths with 
a variety of foods ready for 
anyone to eat. It was all very 
good.

   Finally, after the food auc-
tion, was the legendary senior 
extravaganza, during which 
Seniors performed various 
acts.  “My favorite act was 
the glow-in-the-dark pan-
tomime,” said Tia Jones. “I 
really liked the Senior song at 
the end. It made me laugh so 
hard!” said Bridget Moonga. 
There were many different 
acts including vocal and 
instrumental performances, 
a gymnastics act, and a panto-
mime. The Senior class really 
put all their talents out there 
for others to enjoy. They also 
auctioned a blanket with all of 
their portraits on it, an exclu-
sively-senior yearbook, and 
other things like sports balls, 
gift baskets, and more. With 
everything that they auc-
tioned, they raised thousands 
of dollars for the class. The 
Senior class is so very grateful 

for all the people who helped 
to donate for their class trip by 
buying something that night. 
The night was closed off with 
a video interview of some of 
the Seniors. They were asked 
three questions: What will 
you miss the most from SVA? 
What is some advice for the 
next Senior class? What have 
been your favorite memories? 
Most of them said that they 
would miss their friends; their 
advice was to have fun and 
stay on top of school work; 
and their favorite memories 
included Senior Survival, the 
New England tour, and other 
SVA-sponsored events.

   Senior weekend is always 
stressful since there are lots 
of things to be done, but in 
the end, everyone enjoys it 
because of the spiritual mes-
sage, delicious food, and 
entertaining acts. 

senior Weekend
beTHAny eDWArDS
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   On Wednesday afternoon, 
November 8th, 13 members 
of SVA’s Acro-stars gymnastics 
team went on an adventure. 
We were headed for Wash-
ington Adventist University 
where the annual Acrofest was 
being hosted. This was new 
for all of us and we did not 
know what to expect, but we 
all had something in mind we 
were hoping to learn in the 
next three days.  

   The drive there was a lot of 
fun. Some slept while others 
played games and talked, and 
we all listened to the music 
Dean Rogers and Dean Katie 
played over the radio. The 
ladies at the Manassas church 
kindly offered to feed us so 
we stopped there for dinner 
and had an amazing meal. We 
continued on our journey and 
arrived at WAU excited and 
ready for the next day.

   We had to wake up at 5:30 
the next morning to get to 
breakfast on time, but we all 
took longer than expected to 
get up and ready so we missed 
breakfast. Dean Rogers took 
us to McDonalds and we all 
promised to be on time the 
next morning. 

   The first day’s clinics were 
held in Takoma Academy’s 
gym because it was so big. 
We had worship first, where 
the speaker told us about the 
theme this year: “Building the 
Dream.” Then we started the 
rotations. We practiced eleva-
tors, 3-highs, and tossing. We 
improved our team work and 
learned a lot of new things. 

   Friday was our favorite 
day. We got to work on indi-
vidual things like tumbling 
and trampolining. There were 
experienced coaches from 
various teams who gave us 

good advice. We slept on the 
floor of the room with the 
big, bouncy trampolines so 
we got to jump even after the 
clinics were over. We had a 
lot of fun!

   Even in our spare time we 
were growing closer as a team. 
That afternoon, we took a 
walk to the store a couple 
miles away and bought candy 
and some games to play. We 
stayed up at night, talking 
and enjoying ourselves.

   Friday vespers and church 
on Sabbath were at Sligo. 
Sabbath morning we got so 
sleep in until 6:30, then we 
went to breakfast. We had our 
own Sabbath school by our-
selves. We played a fun game 
and Dean Rogers taught a 
Sabbath school lesson. After 
church, we tagged along 
with Southern to go visit DC 
where we spent a couple hours 
touring the mall. We saw the 
Washington Monument and 
the Lincoln Memorial. After 
dinner, we packed our stuff 
and went back to Takoma 
Academy for the final show. 
A lot of the teams performed, 
and it was amazing to watch. 
After the show, it was time to 
make the trip back to SVA.

   Acrofest was such a great 
experience. I wish the seniors 
could have gone with us, 
but sadly they had to stay 
for Senior Extravaganza. We 
learned new things individu-
ally and improved as a team. 
We saw old friends that came 
from different schools and 
made some new friends. It 
was inspiring to see all the 
different teams do cool things 
and encourage us to become 
even better. It was a lot of fun 
and hopefully we can go again 
next year!

acrofest
LAurA WeSTberG

   Everyone found the movie 
very entertaining, and the 
theater was filled with laugh-
ter. Students enjoyed the 
plot, especially the humorous 
jokes and comments made 
throughout it. The moment it 
was over people had their last 
opportunity to take pictures 
with friends. It seemed that 
they all enjoyed the evening, 
but they were not expect-
ing what followed.  For the 
final activity, SA officers and 
helpers prepared to hand out 
sparklers for everyone once 
they got off the buses back 
on campus. The best part was 
seeing the students’ reactions 
as soon as they saw the spar-
klers. They were all so happy 
to have a lit sparkler in their 
hands, even if it meant stand-
ing in the freezing cold for a 

couple of minutes. It definite-
ly created a nice atmosphere 
for our “Starry Night” theme. 
After a relaxing and fun night, 
everyone finally headed back 
to the dorms to get some rest 
for the next day. 

   I am very glad to say that 
our SA banquet was a com-
plete success, and would not 
have been one without the 
help of Principal and Mrs. 
Short, our bus drivers, the 
supervision team, and student 
helpers. SA had tons of fun 
organizing it after months of 
planning. I certainly had some 
memorable moments with my 
friends. I hope everyone else 
had a wonderful time. This 
school year has been coming 
along very nicely, and I cannot 
wait for even more activities 
next semester!

sa banquet
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   As Parents’ Weekend got 
closer, students started to 
anticipate the coming of their 
parents. They quickly com-
pleted tasks like cleaning their 
rooms. Some even rushed to 
turn in late work to satisfy 
their parents. Others were in 
the cafeteria with Mimi help-
ing to prepare food for the big 
weekend ahead. The deans 
were also preparing for the 
long weekend and the teach-
ers were recording last minute 
grades. Everyone was focused 
and busy getting things ready 
for the parents.

   Finally, October 6 arrived 
and everyone was excited to 
greet their parents. Students 
caught up with their families 
and introduced them to the 
new friends that they had 
made. The sun set and Sab-
bath began with vespers in the 
church where each parent was 
given a lanyard with a picture 
of his/her child. Those whose 
parents could not attend were 
adopted by a staff member. 
Parents, staff, and students 
came together Friday night 
to gather and worship as an 
SVA family.

   On Sabbath morning, the 
Senior college religion class 
held Sabbath School for the 
entire SVA family. Miranda 
Benton, Allie Magtanong, 
Michael Iseminger, and 
Bethany Edwards all gave tes-
timonies. These testimonies 
had one thing in common: 
the sacrifice of the students’ 
parents. Each set of parents 
wanted was best for their 
children so they sacrificed 
what they had to send their 
children to Christian schools. 
Hannah Sloan spoke about 
homeless trips and how, 
every month, a bus load of 
students goes to help the 
homeless in D.C. They feed 
them and give them clothes 
as well as toiletries.  Trisney 
Bocala made a presentation 
about mission trip and how 
it is such a moving experi-
ence. Katherine Berrios and 
Hannah Sloan spoke about 
senior survival and how it 
changed the senior class for 
the better. Bethany Edwards 
spoke about how ROK min-
istries was such a blessing to 
students. Also, Valerie Pichot 
and others were in charge of 
creating a video about how 
grateful SVA students are for 
their parents. To close Sab-
bath School, they sang a song 

together and headed over to 
the church.

   At church, the parents and 
church members got a taste 
of SVA’s music department. 
Bells, strings, band, orches-
tra, choir, and Shenandoans 
had their own performances 
for the church service. It was 
followed by a sermon from 
Pastor Shane who preached 
a powerful message that 
touched the hearts of students 
and parents alike. Church was 
over and parents with their 
children went to lunch for a 
delicious meal prepared by 
Mimi and her cafeteria help-
ers. Everyone enjoyed them-
selves for the beginning part 
of Sabbath.

   At 5:00 in the evening, 
everyone gathered in the 
church once again for a con-
cert by JJ Heller and her hus-
band. They spoke about their 
childhood and how they met. 
They also spoke about their 
two little girls who unfortu-
nately were unable to come. 
They sang so many beauti-
ful songs that the audience 
enjoyed. At the end, they 
presented a video of less for-
tunate children around the 
world and asked for families 
to adopt a child. Finally, the 
concert was closed by Mr. 
and Mrs. Short presenting the 
Hellers with a gift for coming 
such a long way to bless our 
parents’ weekend.

   Later, at 7:30 P.M. that 
Saturday, all the parents and 
students went to the audito-
rium to watch Screenagers, 
which spoke about the nega-
tive effects of teens being 
on their phones and how 
it makes them into addicts. 
It mentioned that excessive 
phone use creates drama, and 
lowers self-esteem and qual-
ity communication between 
people. Finally, the parents 
stayed back for a Q&A session 
while the kids were allowed to 
go to the gym and play differ-
ent games.

   The following day, parents 
met with teachers about their 
children’s grades. Finally, when 
the big weekend was over, 
parents started to leave and 
students and staff resumed 
their regular activities. It was 
sad to see parents leave but it 
was okay because homeleave 
was around the corner, which 
meant good food and lots of 
sleep to come!

Parents’ Weekend
beTHAny eDWArDS
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adviCe Column

7 Things to do on the Weekend

1. Reorganize your room
2. Call your family
3. Host a mini party in your room
4. Read a book
5. Prank call a friend
6. Cook something
7. Practice an instrument

7 Things You Will Have done at 
sva before You Graduate

1. Cried at vespers
2. Skipped a meal because you 

didn’t like the food
3. Had an awkward banquet date
4. Sprinted across campus because 

you were late
5. Failed room check
6. Spilled your tray in the cafeteria
7. Pretended to sleep

     “I will breathe. I will think 
of solutions. I will not let my 
worry control me, I will not 
let my stress level break me. I 
will simply breathe and it will 
be okay because I won’t quit.” -
Shayne McClendon

   Academy Days are days in 
which 7th-11th graders from 
anywhere can come visit our 
campus. They come to try out 
for different types of scholar-
ships and to get to know the 
students who are currently 
here or students their same 
age. We enjoy having them 
here, and it is nice to see new 
faces who could potentially be 
going to our school.

   Academy Days started 
this year on Sunday, October 
22, which was also registra-
tion day. The doors opened at 
11:00 and then it began! The 
academy days participants 
were divided into nine color 

groups—gray, green, orange, 
pink, purple, red, blue, lime 
green, and black. They started 
off by getting their shirts, 
moving their stuff into the 
dorms, and having lunch in 
the SVA cafeteria. After that, 
they tried out for music and 
sports scholarships. One of the 
girls in my group auditioned 
for all the sports and every 
music organization! Girls 
tried out for volleyball, soccer, 
and basketball, guys tried out 
for soccer and basketball, and 
both guys and girls tried out 
for gymnastics. 

   Visitors also had campus 
tours on Sunday. Every group 
started off at a particular spot 
and they just rotated with the 
other nine groups. The differ-
ent spots included: plant ser-
vices, life skills, girls’ and boys’ 
dorms, the church, gazebo, 
cafeteria, student center, and 
gym. At every spot around 
campus there was a question 
that each group had to answer 
so that they could earn points 
for the end of it all. 

   For dinner the cafeteria 
served “Mexican cuisine,” 
which was enchiladas. Right 
after dinner, the Academy 
Days participants had about 

one hour of time to just inter-
act with each other. We then 
had worship all together in 
the church where our senior 
praise team led us in a couple 
of songs, then different stu-
dents talked about the dif-
ferent ministries our school 
offers. Worship ended with 
the drama team. Sunday night 
finished off with a bunch of 
games in the gym. There was 
a batting game, jump rope, 
free throws, Frisbee, and a 
few others. They are pretty 
competitive but a lot of fun! 
Those games also contributed 
to the points that determined 
who won at the end of it all. 

The blue team had the highest 
scores by the end of the first 
night. 

   Monday started off with 
worship in the auditorium. 
The Academy Days students 
had academic tests for schol-
arships and as soon as that 
was over we had classroom 
tours. We went to the history, 
Bible, math, science, English, 
music, and Spanish rooms. 
The class tours also had 
questions for each group to 
answer. After those tours we 
all had lunch, which included 
ice cream. The last event was 
in the auditorium where the 
music groups performed, and 

the scholarships were given 
out. We had many talented 
students this year, and many 
scholarships were granted. 
The last announcement was 
the winning group, which was 
the orange group! 

   During Academy Days 
the 7th-11th graders tried 
out, auditioned, and tested 
for over $50,000 in scholar-
ships, which are awarded to 
new students with spiritual, 
leadership, academic, musical 
and athletic abilities. It was 
a great year, and we really 
hope those students consider 
coming here to Shenandoah 
Valley Academy.

academy days
GeneSIS rIverA
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   This past fall about 20 of 
our Seniors participated in 
Southern Adventist Univer-
sity’s College Days. It was the 
first college tour of the school 
year, and everyone was excited 
to visit a college campus. The 
seniors traveled on Sunday 
morning, November 5, for 
about seven hours. We left 
around 8:00 A.M. and drove 
until we reached our first 
stop where we grabbed some 
breakfast and extra snacks to 
last us the rest of the road trip. 
From there, we drove until we 
finally made it to Collegedale, 
Tennessee. The students and 
their chaperones checked into 
the hotel to drop off their 
stuff in designated rooms, and 
then waited until 6:00 P.M. 
to eat dinner at a pizza parlor 
nearby. The SAU recruiter, 
Shana Michalek, met us there 
and bought pizza and salad for 
all of us. We ate outside of the 
restaurant, gladly enjoying the 
delicious meal. Afterwards, 
we had extra time to walk 
around the area. Everything 
nearby looked beautiful and 
simple, especially at night. 
My friends and I grabbed 
some frozen yogurt for des-
sert. The weather was quite 
windy, but did not stop us 

from eating something cold. 
Before it was time to go, we 
all thanked Shana for the food 
and then headed back to the 
hotel. The rest of the evening 
was very relaxing; we all had 
downtime to watch TV, swim 
in the pool, or just lounge in 
the lobby. However, we knew 
we needed some sleep for the 
following morning.

   On Monday, we started 
our College Preview tour by 
gathering at Wright Hall for 
registration. A couple of SAU 
student ambassadors were 
there to greet us as we arrived 
at the table. Once we picked 
up our own folder and name 
tag, we were taken by golf 
cart to the opening ceremony. 
Students from other schools, 
along with our SVA Seniors, 
were sitting inside and wait-
ing for the beginning of the 
event. One of the SAU faculty 
workers introduced himself 
and began the day, greeting 
and thanking the audience of 
prospective students and their 
chaperones for visiting. SAU 
president David Smith also 
introduced himself and gave 
a spiritual thought for the 
morning. He was awfully glad 
to welcome us on campus.

   Following the opening 
ceremony was the first activ-
ity of the day: the campus 
tours. Everyone was assigned 
to different groups, which 
were led by student ambas-
sadors. Our ambassador gave 
us a little background about 
SAU as we toured around: 
when it was established, how 
many students attended the 
university, and other interest-
ing facts. We stopped in front 
of Wright Hall, the main 
administration building, as 
well as dormitories Thatcher 
Hall and Talge Hall. Across 
the street was the gymnasi-
um and fitness center. Inside 
we saw the workout room, 
swimming pool, and gym-
nastics practice room. I was 
surprised to see people there 
who are not students at the 
university, but from the com-
munity. Down the street was 
the Collegedale SDA church, 
where we learned some of the 
university students go to for 
Sabbath services. From there 
we crossed the street to visit 
the Hickman Science Center. 
First we visited the biology 
department, where we sat 
inside one of the classrooms. 
One of the biology professors, 
Mrs. Azevedo, welcomed us 

inside and handed us a folder 
containing information 
about the department. After 
her introduction, she took 
us around the department 
floor, through all the class-
rooms and laboratories. The 
lab classrooms looked very 
interesting.

   After the tour, it was 
finally time for lunch and we 
all headed back to the dining 
hall. While we were eating, 
some of our SVA alumni 
decided to join us. Many of 
us were very glad to see them 
again after so long. We all 
socialized and ate together for 
a good hour before it was time 
for the next activity. 

   It was time for our second 
department tour. While every-
one went somewhere different 
for this one, I actually went 
back to the science depart-
ment. My second major of 
interest was chemistry, so I 
had the opportunity to visit 
its department and meet most 
of the professors. The student 
ambassador guided me to a 
professor’s office. There I met 
Dr. Hamstra, the chair of the 
chemistry department. He 
introduced himself and asked 
for my name and what school 
I was from. He then handed 

me a clipboard for me to write 
down my contact informa-
tion and major interests. As 
I was writing, he gave me 
more information about the 
chemistry department, such 
as the different majors offered 
and classes that go along with 
them. He took me, along with 
two other students, around 
the classrooms on that floor. I 
was able to look at the differ-
ent kinds of equipment used 
and how it worked. There 
were even actual classes hap-
pening at the time, so I was 
able to observe the chemistry 
students doing a lab assign-
ment. Their lab assignments 
run for three hours, but only 
once a week. I was fascinated 
just by watching them inter-
act within the classroom. As 
we passed by the halls, I was 
able to meet the other chem-
istry professors. I had even 
found out from them that 
they taught both of my sisters 
back when they were students 
at Southern. By the time we 
reached the math department, 
it was the end of our tour. We 
all walked back into the main 
office, where Dr. Hamstra 
gave us gift bags containing 
more information about the 
department and some pens. 

   The day was coming to an 
end, and it was time for the 
final activity. All of the visit-
ing students met inside the 
Presidential ballroom for a 
financial aid lecture, followed 
by a drawing for scholarships 
and prizes. Most of our SVA 
Seniors received a prize, either 
money or a piece of clothing. 
As soon as everything was 
over, we had to get back on 
the bus. We all wanted to say 
our final goodbyes to the SVA 
alumni, giving each of them a 
hug. It was sad to leave them 
there, knowing that it would 
be a while until the next visit. 
Finally we all left the campus 
around 4:30 P.M. and drove 
back to school, dreading 
classes the next morning. 
Although the tour felt very 
short, I was very grateful 
to have the opportunity to 
visit Southern. It was nice 
to have a taste of college life, 
especially before the upcom-
ing fall. Knowing that high 
school is almost ending and 
college is right around the 
corner almost does not feel 
like reality. I shall continue 
to use my time here at SVA 
wisely before I move on the 
next big step in my future.

sau College days
ALLIe MAe MAGTAnonG

   Education is a big part 
of life, and as Adventists we 
have the advantage of having 
a strong educational system 
that is not only based on text-
books but also the Word of 
God. The annual college fair 
for Juniors and Seniors took 
place on November 1 this 
year, and is an opportunity 
for upperclassmen to begin 
the search for and apply to 
colleges. There was a total 
of eleven colleges including 
Walla Walla, Pacific Union, 
Union College, Southern, 
Andrews, Southwestern, Oak-
wood, Adventist University 
of Health Science, La Sierra, 
and Washington Adventist 
University.

   It all began in the after-
noon in the gym where all the 
schools were spread around 
the gym, side by side.  College 
representatives brought friend-
ly smiles and an abundance 
of pens. They were all willing 
to help us out by providing 
us with the information we 
needed and giving us insight 
into their schools. Not only 
that, but they also shared with 
us their own personal experi-
ences and stories. Many of the 

students were captivated by 
Southwestern’s representative. 
Jeremiah Del Rosario says, 
“His charisma and the way 
he spoke about the school 
really built an interest in me 
to go there.” Each representa-
tive did a great job listening 
to the students’ concerns and 
providing them with the best 
possible answers, especially 
concerning cost. Adventist 
University of Health Science 
caught the attention of many 
students planning to pursue 
a career in the medical field. 
The recruiter was excited by 
the number of people inter-
ested in applying. He gave the 
students a background of his 
life and how ADU graduates 
get a job automatically since 
their classroom is a hospital 
and they already have hands-
on experience. Genesis Rivera 
was very intrigued by every-
thing he presented, saying, 
“Honestly, it seems great. I 
love that I would be learning 
in a hospital setting and the 
best thing is that it’s in Florida 
so it’s warm!” All the colleges 
marketed the scholarships 
available based on students 
GPA and other things. This 

was great because it helped 
students see where they stand 
and how much each school 
can offer them.

   The main colleges most 
students tended to focus 
on were Southern Adven-
tist University and Andrews 
University. Both schools had a 
crowd around the whole time. 
Southern and Union had a 
snapchat there so we could 
add them and see the life 
of students on a daily basis, 
which is very convenient 
during this time period since 
technology and social media 
are easy ways to make contact 
with the students. Many stu-
dents enjoyed this year’s col-
lege fair. Jillian Herbert says, 
“It was really nice. I’m glad 
SVA gives us this opportunity 
because so many colleges are 
in one spot so you don’t have 
to go all over the states.”

   College fair benefits the 
juniors in a much greater 
way than they often realize. 
Juniors do not have the stress 
of applying just yet. They can 
begin to analyze which college 
is most beneficial to them, and 
this year’s college fair did just 
that. Junior Minna Omwenga 

says, “It’s interesting how one 
decision can mean so much 
for your future. It’s good that 
we have college fair to help us 
with it.”  Lorenza Savegnago, 
also a Junior, says, “I got to 
compare all the schools and 
cross some off my list, making 
my search for the right school 
easier.”

   For Seniors, this event 
let the students apply or for 
some, like Xavier Lewis, it 
was the boost they needed. 
He says, “I was very indecisive 
but now my vision is clear; 
SAU is where I will be next 
year.” 

   We appreciate each col-
lege who came to this event. 
All the students learned new 
things about each school and 
began considering which to 
attend in the future. Hope-
fully many of the Seniors 
continue on the path of 
Adventist education. There 
are many choices of places to 
go. Adventist colleges will not 
only expand students’ knowl-
edge in the career they decide 
to study, but also expand their 
knowledge of Jesus and make 
Him the center of their lives.

College days
JoHAnA vILLAToro
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   The Reach Our Kids pro-
gram works really hard for 
us students to feel welcome 
in the New Market Church. 
One ROK event that the 
kids look forward to is ROK 
vespers. Vespers started with 
the kids coming in, at about 
7:00 P.M on October 20. 
They received little name 
tags that also had their ROK 
parents’ names on them. The 
pews had different tags that 
grouped together the ROK 
families. The church was soon 
filled with hugs from former 
as well as new ROK parents. 
It was hard to find my ROK 
parents, but as soon as I did, I 
was welcomed with the kind-
est hugs and smiles. We all 
got to know each other in the 
time we had. We talked about 
life at SVA before the service 
started. By the end of that, 
we were laughing and felt as 
if I had known them forever. 
Janet Castellanos, a Freshman, 
loved her ROK parents, the 
Patricks: “They were so sweet 
and greeted me with friendly 
smiles.”  Michelle Rivera said, 
“My ROK parents were really 
easy to talk to!” 

   As the buzz of conversa-
tion died down, the Junior 
class praise team went up to 
the stage. Then, the speaker 
Joe Lowe spoke of his adven-
tures at SVA. Joe enlightened 
us about having fun and 
cherishing the time we have 
here. He shared pictures of 
himself and his friends, and 
told hilarious stories. Joe was 
also accompanied by his wife, 
who talked about her younger 
years and experiences and 
told stories of funny accounts 
at her workplace. They were 
very interactive with the 
audience, getting to know 
people’s names, and still pro-
ducing a message. They had 
two games that they played, 
each one with a message. The 
Lowes made sure that we were 
able to pay attention, but also 
interact with our groups. 

   They started the first game 
by calling Laylah Vargas and 
David Morel from the crowd. 
For this game, Laylah had to 
sit on a chair while David 
asked questions. They had 
asked him if he would pour 
water on Laylah for a bag 
of M&M’S. Everyone was 

a bit nervous, wondering if 
David would actually do it! 
Of course David did not pour 
the water. This game showed 
us that through temptations, 
at the end, it all depends on 
us. We decide if we make bad 
decisions or good decisions. 
After, they spoke on their 
relationship and how they 
met. They asked us a ques-
tion for all of the groups. 
What character traits would 
we want our significant others 
to have?  We had our discus-
sion in our groups, and came 
up with different traits. Edi-
fania Antonio says she would 
like her husband to be loyal 
and love God. Jurnee Nealy 
believes that compassion and 
responsibility are very valu-
able in a significant other. 
Anna Sanderson says her hus-
band should be considerate of 
her feelings. After about ten 
minutes in groups, we shared 
our conversations and a lot of 
people shared quality charac-
teristics including: respectful-
ness, humility, and honesty. 
This game made everybody 
think: do I have these traits? 
When I am looking for some-
one that has all these traits, 
can I find them in me?

   This was the last activity 
before the service ended, at 
which point we were led to 
the fellowship hall. The hall 
was filled with the smell of 
pie, and the sound of warm 
laughter. The chatter that 
surrounded the hall was 
lively, and people seemed to 
be enjoying themselves. The 
crowd was pretty large, but 
people waited by talking to 
their ROK parents. The pie 
and the apple cider brought 
a cozy aura. The lights that lit 
up the hall could not match 
the smiles on the faces of the 
ROK parents and students. 
As I was looking at the crowd, 
I realized how close-knit our 
New Market Church mem-
bers and SVA students are. 
We all have a special relation-
ship, and are always there for 
each other. The Reach Our 
Kids program has brought 
together families from all over 
the country, and even interna-
tionally. Family is not defined 
by our last names, it is by our 
love for each other.

RoK vespers
SIFAn oLGIrA

   Journey to Bethlehem 
(J2B) is single-handedly one 
of the most anticipated events 
here on the Shenandoah 
Valley Academy campus. 
There is just something about 
the smell of fire and hopeful 
smiles that sets the campus a-
buzz. The New Market SDA 
Church has been putting 
on this interactive “play” for 
upwards of seven years, so it 
can be said that it is a pretty 
important tradition. Months 
of hard work and preparation 
go into these five nights. It is 
one of the greatest forms of 
ministry to be able to show the 
humble story of Jesus’s birth 
in such a personal way. This 
year alone over 1500 people 
came and tickets were sold 
out in less than ten minutes. 
It is safe to say that people 
look forward to this event 
and share it with friends and 
family. The weather in this 
wonderful valley is always a 
mystery. In past J2B’s there 
has been snow, sleet rain, and 
sub-freezing temperatures. 
God truly blessed us with 
fairly pleasant weather this 
year. Although it was cold, it 
could have been much worse. 
Our SVA campus helps the 
church run this event and over 
140 students participated in 
one way or another. It was a 

wonderful cross-generational 
ministry. 

   The main purpose of J2B 
is to minister to the commu-
nity around us—“To put the 
‘Christ’ back in Christmas,” 
some might say. Each night 
begins with actors rushing 
to get dressed and take their 
places in Bethlehem. At about 
5:30 P.M., the first group 
begins the journey. The guides 
follow a dialogue that makes 
each participant feel like he 
or she is a part of the family 
and brings a more personal 
feel to the experience. Once 
the group leaves the church, 
they are taken through a 
wedding, past a group of 
outcast lepers and tax collec-
tors, through a marketplace, 
a school, a temple, a pottery, 
and an inn. All of these build 
up to a walk with a shepherd 
where the tour is interrupted 
by an earthquake and angels 
proclaim Jesus’s birth in a 
Bethlehem manger. After a 
short walk, guests meet baby 
Jesus in the manger and it all 
becomes very real. The story 
of Christmas is wrapped up in 
an hour-long Journey. 

   Every single second of the 
night is meticulously planned 
out, from the time the tour 
leaves the church till the very 
second it returns. Similarly, 
every person has a very specif-

ic role, whether it be a speak-
ing part or simply a wanderer. 
All work together to set the 
stage back 2,000 years to the 
time of our Lord’s birth on 
this earth. In the city there is 
plenty of noise, music, animal 
sounds, and banging from the 
blacksmith to set the tone 
and distract the group from 
hearing the upcoming angel 
scene.

   The actors have a busy 
few nights. I was mostly a 
shepherd (and once a char-
acter in the marketplace) and 
I know how repetitive it can 
be. My night usually began 
by getting dressed and head-
ing to the angel scene with 
other shepherds. We would 
start with prayer and wait 
for the first group to arrive. 
When the group was within 
earshot, we would invite 
them over to get warm by 
the fire. And in an instance, 
BANG! Blinding lights and 
rumbling all around. All the 
shepherds fell to the ground. 
The angels began telling the 
news of Jesus’s birth from the 
sky. When the singing and 
exclamations finished, we 
got up and excited the people, 
encouraging them to follow 
us to the manger. Upon 
arrival, we knelt before the 
baby which, to most people’s 
surprise, it is a live baby. Once 

the moment is absorbed and 
some tears are shed, we run 
back and do it again, all night 
long. One of the hardest parts 
of being an actor or actress 
in the Journey to Bethlehem 
production is being excited 
every time, knowing that this 
is the first time each group 
is seeing it and what blessing 
they receive depends on you. 
After the last group passed by 
I would head to the city and 
we would close with prayer 
and testimonies. 

   I think Journey to Beth-
lehem is an amazing ministry 
and I am confident that all 
the hard work that is put into 
it pays off: from all the live 
goats, sheep, donkeys, and 
chickens, to the guards on 
horses, the costumes, the fires 
that light the way and provide 
warmth, and the behind-the-
scenes people who stay in 
the church. I have personally 
been touched by this and I 
know God has His hand in 
this ministry. A special thanks 
to Dr. Hanon, her crew, the 
pastors, Dean Rita, and all the 
students and church members 
that make this event possible. 
I am sad that this is my last 
year of Journey to Bethle-
hem, but I hope to come back 
someday and see all the new 
faces and feel Jesus’s presence 
on this campus.

Journey to bethlehem
HAnnAH SLoAn
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sHouT-ouTs!
To sifan olGiRa: i love you!! <3

-Maya Assefa
To eveRYone aT sva: if you want us to publish your shout-outs, email 

them to trisney.bocala@student.sva-va.org or text them to 410-372-7044!          
– Trisney & valerie, newspaper editors

Happy BirtHday

deCembeR

5 Katherine Harter

6 Dillon Walter

8 Marc-Anthony Jones 
/ Jousvanie Francois / Abigail 

charles

9 Kevin Tian

5 cesar Paul

11 Samantha Armstrong

15 nicholas DaSilva

21 ShaDiamond Wilson

22 Andrew cuellar

24 Trisney bocala

25 Henry Ware

26 Johana villatoro

29 Hannah Sloan

30 Jillian Herbert / benjamin 
ngetich

JanuaRY

8 Haileny carvalho

10 Jurnee nealy / Maya Assefa / 
Jennifer chavez

11 emily White

17 niyokwizerwa Seti

18 Kendra Fairbank / Peris 
Munene

19 Kathia rivera

20 Lucca DeSpirito

21 Jorge Landivar

22 Zuirisadai chavez

31 rebecca Lim

febRuaRY

4 ciomay bertus

5 Thomas retz

6 nathanael Perez

13 Julianna cuellar / Katie 
Davis

14 Sidney Domkoski

17 Amelia barnett

21 rachel Helm

22 Katherine berrios

23 basam Mohamed-el 
Sayed-Gonzalez

24 Jecanson Froncois

25 Fatima Alejandre-Palacios / 
Kevin ruiz

27 elsy Kersey

28 edrian Sanchez

maRCH

2 Luke Kelly / Kent Suddarth

4 Michael Iseminger

7 Aaron Amaya / Jeremiah Del 
rosario

9 Kelvin Feitosa

15 Xavier Lewis / valerie Pichot

16 Diego vargas

21 Kingsley Ackah

22 Jessica Mwangi

24 Dyani copp

27 natalee Townsend

31 Sarita Julca

If you are trying to sell something you can have it advertised in the Shen-val-Lore! Send the prices 
for your merchandise to trisney.bocala@student.sva-va.org, and get the word out about your 
sale! [your AD Here!]


