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Senior Fun Night
Allie Mae Magtanong

This past April, the senior
class organized its very own
Senior Fun Night. This was
an event where the seniors
joined together and prepared
skits imitating each other and
the faculty members. They
also added a game show with
Mrs. Dodge and extra presentations to see how well the
audience knew the seniors.
The night was meant for the
seniors to put on a show for
the students and families at
SVA while making memories
towards the end of their senior
year. Weeks prior to that Saturday night, the senior class
spent time rehearsing the skits
written by their classmates.
The girls and guys imitated
each other in their skits, then
both worked together for the
faculty skit. Everyone in our
class made sure to get their

roles just right for the opening night.
Our first act of the night
was the Dating Game with
Mrs. Dodge. Three of our
senior guys, Marco, Seti,
and Edrian, had to answer a
series of questions that would
persuade Mrs. Dodge to pick
one of them as the lucky
winner. After each question,
she listened carefully to the
responses of the contestants.
The audience was thrilled to
hear about each guy’s answer
to the questions. At the end
of the game, Mrs. Dodge then
revealed her final pick. Marco
turned out to be the winning
contestant and the “ideal date”
Mrs. Dodge would approve.
The next act for the program was the girls’ skit played
by the senior guys. The skit
is always a student-favorite

mainly because they get to
see how the guys portray the
girls in skirts and high voices.
The scene of the skit started in
Mrs. Dodge’s personal finance
class. Each “girl” made her
entrance just how she would
in a normal classroom. Everyone laughed at each character as the guys dressed up in
skirts. Some girls were more
exaggerated than others, while
some were surprisingly accurately portrayed. The crowd
was very entertained by the
guys’ lines and acting skills.
The senior girls even found
them hysterical and were
surprised how well they guys
acted. A lot of the humor
came from the over-exaggeration of the female characters.
The ending scene, played by
Seti and Jalen, caused everyone to burst out in laughter.

Overall, the guys did a great
job of acting as the senior girls
in class.
Soon after the guys’ skit,
the girls scrambled to the
bathroom to dress up in their
outfits for their skit, which
were mostly just khaki pants
and SVA polos. We made our
way backstage in order of
appearance for the skit. The
setting of the scene was Mrs.
Griffin’s room at the beginning of government class. The
“guys” made their entrance
either by themselves or with
their close friends. They
headed to their desks while
making a bunch of chaos and
noise as usual. Mrs. Griffin
settled them down so that
she could start class. In the
middle of Mrs. Griffin’s lecture, the guys noticed a new
girl outside their classroom.

They all reacted crazily, discussing how they were going
to win her heart. Some of
them did not care at all, and
others pointed out that some
of them already had their own
significant others. In the midst
of all the confusion, Mrs.
Griffin attempted to move
on with class. As soon as she
exited, the guys talked about
the new girl “Keisha.” Most of
them eventually exited before
the bell rang. The final scene
was when Mrs. Griffin came
back inside the classroom and
found no one but Luke Kelly,
who still remained in his seat.
Continue on page 5
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New Emgland History Tour
Julia Rivera

At the very early hour of
4:05 on Thursday morning,
May 3, the junior class, along
with a few chaperones and
the trip leaders, left the SVA
campus for a history study
tour to New England. This
trip is one that has always
been talked about. In 2016,
the juniors came back talking
about Dean Steven VandeVere (the taskforce dean at the
time) driving into the hotel
and messing up the roof of the
minibus. Last year, the juniors
laughingly recalled to us of
their very rainy tour of Plymouth, Massachusetts, and how
they ran around wearing trash
bags. Excitement was in the
air as we, the class of 2019,
were finally getting to go on
the New England History
Tour!
After a six-hour bus ride
and a quick breakfast and
bathroom stop, we were in
line for the Staten Island
Ferry by 10:15. The ferry ride
was exciting for everyone, not
just those who were new to
New York City or had never
seen the Statue of Liberty
before. Once we crossed over
the Hudson Bay into Lower
Manhattan, we began a walking tour of the city, stopping
at historical locations and
taking pictures. Unlike previous years, we had very hot
weather throughout the entire
trip. In fact, it was 90°F as
we walked through the city.
Every turn we took, there
was a famous hall or location,
some of which included the
Charging Bull, Battery Park,
Federal Hall, and the New
York Stock Exchange. By this
time, it was midday and we
were burning up. Luckily, it
was time for lunch.
After lunch in the historic
district and the refreshment
of air conditioning for a short
time, we continued walking. We went to the Trinity
Church, and then continued
down to the 9/11 Museum.
The museum is quite new and
the information is very well
presented. We learned a lot,
and all agreed that it was definitely worth the stop. Once
everyone was accounted for,
we walked on to Chinatown
and Little Italy where we split
into groups of friends for
supper. After several long waits
and overly expensive meals,
everyone made it back to our
meeting place and we proceeded to take the subway to
where the busses were parked.
Once we arrived back at the
busses and began the trip up
to our hotel in Connecticut,
most people either tried to get
some coveted sleep, or talked
with their friends.
Friday morning began
early, but not nearly as early
as Thursday. At 7:30, once we
had all eaten breakfast and
were checked out of the hotel,
we drove to Newport, Rhode
Island. Gathering together in a
circle at Cliff Walk “40 Steps,”
our group sang and held our
morning worship along the
sea. After worship, we had
a few minutes to explore.
Almost our entire class went
down the steps, and climbed
up and down rocks in order
to reach the water. Surprisingly, no one fell completely
in, but Danny Palacios’s shoe
slipped into the cold water.
Selfies, wind, and water were
all present, making for some
fun memories, but we were
soon called to begin our
walk to the Marble House.
You would think that 60
classmates plus chaperones
wouldn’t move very quickly,
but we arrived at the Marble
House ahead of schedule and
before it even opened. Once
the House Tours began, each
person got his own individual
headset and moved through
the house listening to the
audio tour at his own speed.
The grandeur and sheer
impressiveness of the house
were overwhelming at times.
The Vanderbilts spent $11
million on the home and had

their large party room lined
with gold.
The perfect way to
transition back to SVA student life after touring the
Marble House would be to
eat Domino’s Pizza, which
is exactly what we did. After
our pizza lunch, we drove to
Plymouth, Massachusetts.
We arrived around 3:00 P.M.
and had a very entertaining
tour that was split between
two tour guides. When you
have a big class, people call
reinforcements. In this case,
Mr. Leo called his friend from
Boston to help. For supper,
we stopped at a plaza and all
spread out between the different food options. Quite a few
of us met up at Cold Stone
Creamery to cool off after a
hot day of walking. About an
hour later, we left for the Forefathers’ Monument. There,
we played tag and soccer, held
push-up competitions, and
even performed gymnastics
tricks. Once the sun began
setting, we settled down for a
short worship. After the beautiful sunset, we made our way
to the hotel and turned our
phones in.
Sabbath morning was
relaxed. We woke up later
than we had on both Thursday and Friday, and enjoyed
a full breakfast. Once we left,
we drove two hours and then
stopped at a rest area about
15 minutes from the church
so that we could freshen up
for the service. We arrived at
the Freeport SDA Church
while Sabbath School was
still going on, so we stood in
the lobby and enjoyed their
hot drinks and donuts. The
church service was relaxed,
and the members were very
happy to have us there. One
of our very own junior praise
teams sang for special music.
We enjoyed a delicious potluck provided to us by the
church and then changed
for our hike at Wolfe’s Neck
Woods. It was a short hike to
the lake, but beautiful. After
Dean Rogers submerged himself completely underwater
in the iceberg water, several
others followed suit, but the
majority of us wanted to stay
dry. After all, there were cute
dogs to pet, and we were not
going to have much time
to dry since we were going
to the Portland Head Light
immediately afterwards. The
Portland Head Light was
one of the biggest highlights
on the trip. While there, we
took tons of pictures, but also
climbed out onto the rocks
that projected off the coast.
After two hours of exploring
and having fun, we walked
up to the pavilion where our
hot dog supper awaited us.
As the sun set, we sang and
enjoyed a skit put on by the
male chaperones of our trip.
Probably the most amusing
part of the evening was that
while we were watching the
skit, the park was trying to
close. We were the last people
still there, and they wanted us
to leave. Every minute, they
announced over a loud intercom that the park was closing
in a few short minutes. We
hurried off to the busses, and
began the ride back to our
hotel.
On Sunday we began our
whirlwind tour of Massachusetts at Walden Pond. We
got a visit from Henry David
Thoreau, played by a very
competent actor, and asked
him a few questions about his
life. Then we continued on to
the Old North Bridge where
the “Shot Heard ‘Round the
World” took place. Close by
was the Minuteman Visitor’s
Center where we watched a
multimedia show called “The
Road to Revolution.” After
the presentation, we formed
our teams for the Amazing
Race in Boston. Each group
came up with a creative team
name, and we began creating
our strategies for how to win
the race. After an hour-long

drive, we arrived at Quincy
Market to eat lunch. We were
given an hour to eat before
we were to meet back for the
start of the race. With numerous food choices, everyone
ate well and came back ready
to start the Freedom Trail
Amazing Race. At 3:00 P.M.
we began the race. At the
beginning, we did ridiculous things like running into
alleys, completely off of the
Freedom Trail, or running to
places we didn’t even have to
go to, but after a few minutes,
everyone understood the race
better and began accomplishing missions. We had 34 missions to complete in two and
a half hours. Needless to say,
we did not have any time to
waste! The first hour was fun,
groups occasionally ran into
each other and everyone had
energy. During the second
hour everyone began getting
more and more tired. By the
time we needed to head back,
everyone was exhausted and
thirsty. We were promised
ice cream in Connecticut
that night as a prize, but we
arrived too late, so the winning team was promised
Pack’s back at home instead.
Once all the groups had come
back, we loaded the buses and
headed to Cambridge to walk
through Harvard University’s
campus and see the “Statue of
Three Lies.” We all got to buy
our own supper before getting
back on the bus.
Monday morning we got
to sleep in the latest of all
our days on the trip. After
breakfast, we drove to Mystic
Seaport. Mystic Seaport is like
a mini Colonial Williamsburg, only all about life on
the New England sea coast.
At this interactive museum,
we learned about the industry of whaling and toured
the Morgan, the world’s last
remaining wooden whaling
ship. We lifted its sails, and
even sang whaling songs.
After a fun morning, we
walked back to the busses for
our pizza lunch and began our
way back to NYC, this time
to visit Midtown Manhattan.
We took the subway in, and
arrived in Grand Central Station. We took pictures before
beginning our walking tour
of St. Patrick’s Cathedral,
the Rockefeller Center, Fifth
Avenue, the Plaza Hotel, Central Park, and Times Square.
At Times Square, we were
given an hour to explore and
eat. Then, seemingly only a
few minutes later, we made
our way over to the busses
and began our ride back to
SVA. We arrived at 1:00 A.M.
and headed straight to bed
before waking up a few short
hours later for our first period
classes.
In short, we had an amazing time and made wonderful
memories that we will always
remember. For most of us,
the trip went by so quickly
that it seemed we had just
started the tour when instead
we were driving back home
to SVA. The bonding that
occurred during the trip has
prepared us to take on the
role as seniors next year, and
we can’t wait for an epic year!
Many thanks to all the hard
work Mrs. Griffin and Mr.
Short put into the trip. Next
year’s juniors have an amazing
experience to look forward
to!
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Final Concerts
Miranda Benton

Fear grips me as I mount
the stage, ready to perform.
This tension is familiar, and
I associate it with all my performances at SVA. I pick up
my oboe and I start to play.
I let the notes swell from
my instrument and taper off
softly as the song ends. Relief
and joy fills me. I’m done. I
have finished my last solo at
SVA and I did it well.
Spring Concert is always
the best concert of the year.
The groups have been preparing all year and are ready
to show the world what they
can do. This year Shenandoans were especially prepared
due to the huge number of
concerts that they performed
throughout the school year.
The concerts this year were

similar to concerts in years
past; we started with a bang
with the prelude for church
on Sabbath morning. In the
afternoon we performed a
spiritual concert and concluded the day with a pops concert
in the auditorium that night.
In these concerts every music
group was featured.
One of the most entertaining and unique aspects
of SVA’s final concerts is
the debut of senior conductors. The conductors for this
year were Anna Sanderson,
Michael Iseminger, Hannah
Sloan and Valery Vergara,
and Miranda Benton. Each of
them got to experience what
Ms. Wiedemann experiences
up front, the pressure and
the excitement of leading the

orchestra. Due to the variety
of origins of the music, the
theme for the pops concert
was “Around the World in 80
Minutes.” Each music group
featured pieces from all over
the world, creating a diverse
selection of fun music for the
concert.
As the day closed, musical
instruments were returned to
cases and pizza was enjoyed
by all. For me personally, as
I closed my final music concerts at SVA, I was filled with
relief and joy that I got to take
part in such an event. Yes, it
was an end to the year, but it
was a good end. What could
be a better end than dressing
up like pirates to play Hans
Zimmer and end to laughter
and applause?

Everyone was excited for
Sunday’s activity: Carowinds,
an amusement park crossing
the border between North and
South Carolina. My group
was able to ride almost all of
the rollercoasters at least once
with the notable exception of
Nighthawk, which unfortunately broke down right
before we could get on. The
most unfortunate thing was
that a few minutes after we
left the line, the ride started
back up again. It was not a
total loss, though, because
we did get to ride Fury 325,
the world’s tallest and fastest
“gigacoaster” with a drop of

325 feet (hence the name),
three times!
I cannot speak for everyone, but I greatly enjoyed this
year’s music tour. It gave me
a chance to bond with others
and to find things in common
with people I do not always
talk to. I also liked the small
size of the group we took, for
it made everything less stressful. Memories were made,
friendships were formed, and
experiences were embedded
in our mind. I can’t wait for
next year’s music tour!

Junior/Senior Banquet
Minna Omwenga

It was a beautiful sunny
afternoon on Sunday, May
13, and the girls’ dorm was
filled with the anticipation of
the boys’ arrival as the girls
bustled around, rushing to
finish the last minute preparations. The first of the boys
trickled in promptly at 2:30
P.M and not too long after
that we were on our way to
the mystery location. About
45 minutes later, we arrived at
Red August Farm, a gorgeous
venue perched on top of a hill
overlooking miles of greenery
and livestock. We piled off the
bus and entered through the
majestic sliding doors into the
dining portion of the barn.
The dangling string lights
created a warm light which
set the perfect mood for an
event like this. The tables
were simple yet elegant, with
white tablecloths with a strip
of burlap running down the
middle and an artistic touch
of glass centerpieces filled
with lights and fresh flowers.
There were even mini table
card games to serve as temporary entertainment.
After the junior class officers extended their welcome,
it was time to eat! The junior
class catered a buffet of Olive
Garden cuisine. On the menu
was their signature salad and
breadsticks. The main course
was baked ziti and fettuccine
Alfredo as well as the option
of pasta and marinara sauce.

The beverages consisted of
iced tea and pink lemonade.
As people started to finish the
main meal, the dessert, an
assortment of mousses, was
passed around. Afterwards,
we relaxed for some time and
enjoyed each other’s company.
The opportunity then
came for each group to go
on a carriage ride around the
venue grounds. While we
awaited our turn, we were
given the option to explore
the area and take pictures.
There was even a professional
photo booth. After a couple
of hours we regrouped in the
main sitting area where the
remainder of the banquet was
to take place. This portion
began with part one of a video
from the juniors which was
dedicated to the seniors. The
juniors had a senior or two of
their choosing and dedicated
some time to reminisce upon
the memories they had created with that person over the
years.
Shortly after the first portion of the video, there was
a raffle. The prizes consisted
of large bags of candy like
Jolly Ranchers and Skittles.
The three winners were all
members of the junior class:
Krissia Kersey, Safiyya Phillip,
and Shayla Coronel. After the
raffle, part two of the video
was presented. Then it was
time to announce the win-

ners for best dressed. Johana
Villatoro (‘19) and Jalen
Knight (‘18) took this prize.
Following this, part three of
the video was shown. It was
soon time to announce prince
and princess. Benjamin Adjei
(‘19) was chosen for prince
along with Minna Omwenga
(‘19) for princess. The second
to last portion of the video
was presented, followed by
winners for banquet king and
queen. After much anticipation, it was declared that
Aaron Amaya (‘18) was king
and Valery Vergara (‘18) was
queen. This was followed by
the last portion of the video:
the bloopers. On that light
note, the junior class officers
joined together on stage to
give some parting words.
Even though banquet
was, for the most part, over,
we still had a little bit of time
to kill before we had to load
the bus. We headed outside
to enjoy the last few minutes
at this beautiful location. The
sun was beginning to set, casting a golden glow over the
area creating just the perfect
lighting for final pictures.
However, eventually the time
came when we had to head
back to campus. Although the
banquet is now a past event,
the memories we created and
fun we had was definitely a
highlight for this year and
will be remembered for many
years to come.

Music Tour
Emily White

The day had finally come!
A group of about 30 musicians excitedly loaded a bus
on Wednesday, April 25, to
embark on the 2018 Music
Tour to North Carolina. We
had no concerts that first day
of travel, which was a good
thing because we were stuck
in traffic for a very long time
and moved approximately
one mile in two hours. The
next day, Thursday, was when
we loaded up into the bus and
went to go to our first concert
at Tri-City Christian Academy, where we showcased
our secular music and some
of our sacred music. After
that, we made our way to the

Greensboro Science Center.
Inside, there were several science exhibits. Both indoors
and outdoors you could find
various animals caged in their
habitats. The ropes course was
outside, which is where most
of us went to go have fun.
Friday found us at the
Biltmore Estate in Asheville. We had the privilege
of touring the site and even
going past special boundaries because we were a school
group. Right after, some of
us went to go explore the
flower gardens and spent an
hour gallivanting around. We
had about two hours to relax
before our next concert at

Hendersonville SDA Church.
Doctor and Mrs. Twomley
attended the concert and also
stayed afterwards to provide
us with snacks. It was great
to see them.
The next morning we had
to be in the bus by 7 A.M.
so we could get to our next
destination, University City
SDA Church, on time to
perform. Some of our group
helped with the praise songs
in the beginning. After the
church service, we enjoyed a
delicious potluck lunch with
the church members. Since
we had time to kill later, we
went to a park for about an
hour. You could find people

from our group sleeping on
the bus, basking in the sunlight, or examining ants. Our
final concert was that evening
at Charlotte Spanish Church.
I happened to be one of the
unlucky few that could not
understand a word of Spanish, but fortunately most of
the program was translated.
We were planning to eat at
The Cheesecake Factory after
this, but when we figured out
that the wait time would be
over three hours, we sadly
ditched that idea. Rather,
we split up to eat at various
restaurants nearby, although
most of the group gathered
at Red Robin.

Shen-Val-Lore

 | May 18, 2018

Government Field Trip
Bethany Edwards

Early on the cold morning of March 7, Mrs. Griffin’s
senior government class went
to Washington, D.C. Unfortunately, since Mrs. Griffin
was sick, she was not able to
attend, so in her place Mrs.
Dodge came. The students
entered the Capitol once
they went through security
and were given a pass. The
first thing they did was meet
with Chaplain Barry Black,
who gave a brief history of
his experience growing up.
He was very encouraging and
interesting because he is also
Adventist. Soon after their
worship meeting with him,
the students went on a tour
of the Capitol. They went to
the center where important
statues stood and to the old
room of the House of Representatives. Something interesting about the House of
Representatives old room was
that all the sounds echoed. If
someone stood on the completely opposite side of the
room from where you were
at and whispered, you could
hear it perfectly. It was pretty
cool! They also entered a circular room that had paintings
of America’s history on the
ceiling. Soon their tour came
to an end and it was time to
go to the current House of
Representatives.
Entering The House,
the students went through
security and were required to
put their phones away. They
entered through a big wooden
door and took a seat as a
group. Along the walls were
pictures of famous people
who helped shape or influence the nation. During their
thirty minutes there, the students saw only a few discussions since the representatives
were just coming back from a
break. There were many different topics that were spoken
about. Representatives would
come and speak on the behalf
of various Americans and
leave once they were done.
Unfortunately, the Speaker of
the House was not there so he
had a replacement for the day.
Everyone in the room looked
very important and busy.
Once the students finished in
the House of Representatives,
it was time for lunch.
Even though it rained
through lunchtime, the government students still ate
outside. They sat down on
the grass laughing and joking
with each other as they waited
for their food to arrive. Soon,
Mr. Short pulled up to the
curb and the students rushed
to take the boxes full of sack

lunches out. At first, everyone
was disappointed since sack
lunches are not the best, but
soon they started eating their
sandwiches, chips, and Gatorade. Some were not even
on their first bite when Mrs.
Dodge shouted that they had
five more minutes before they
had to go. Everyone quickly
started stuffing food in their
mouths and getting cleaned
up. Soon, all the trash was
thrown away and all the students lined up ready to enter
the Capitol once again.
In the afternoon, the
government class was able
to see The Senate in action.
They went through security
and again they were expected
to put their phones away.
They were sent through a
big wooden door and seated
as a class together on a balcony that looked over the
Senate room. Around the
walls and the ceiling, there
were interesting details that
taught many students new
things that they later asked
Mrs. Griffin about. There
were also congressional pages
that the students found pretty
cool. They sat on the steps of
the platform and waited to
do something. They would
bring pitchers of water and
cups for the senators to use.
They would staple papers and
gather requested materials.
Meanwhile, on the floor, there
was always someone speaking about a current problem
that should be resolved. Once
the person was done speaking, he or she would pass on
any paperwork and exit the
room. As the senators spoke,
someone stood right next to
them who wrote everything
exactly as they said it. These
secretaries, who were usually
women, would trade out in
intervals of ten to fifteen minutes. Sometimes, if the guard
caught any observers falling
asleep, he would walk over
and wake them up since it
was disrespectful. Finally after
about thirty or forty minutes,
the students were told they
could exit.
After a long day full of
walking and listening to those
who run our country, the government class was ready to get
back to campus. They all piled
onto the bus and made their
way back. Along the way,
they stopped at a food center
where they were all given their
usual $5 per meal that they
could spend for food. Finally,
after a busy day, they arrived
to school tired and ready to
sleep.
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SENIOR SURVEYS
What are the seniors going to
miss most about SVA?
“The friendly environment, the increase in
spirituality, doing my own laundry, talking to
the freshmen about life” - Aaron Amaya
“The Class of 2018 as a whole because not
all of us are going to be together like this
ever again, so I’m really going to miss them”
- Jurnee Nealy
“How beautiful the campus looks in spring”
- Anna Sanderson
“Going to Pack’s, going off-campus with
Dean Rogers & the RA’s, staying at Mr Raymond’s house, and conversations with Mr
Schoonard” - Andrew Cuellar
“How familiar everything and everyone is”
- Valerie Pichot
“The friends I’m leaving behind” - Katherine
Berrios

How would the seniors
describe this school year in 1
word?
“CODDIWOMPLE” - Miranda Benton
“worth-it” (I don’t follow 1 word rules) Matthew Shelton
Insightful - Jurnee Nealy
Intense - Jessica Mwangi
Lol. (I know that’s like three words, but I
mean, come on.) - Allie Mae Magtanong
Oof - Taylor Belleza

What are the most useful
things the seniors have
learned at SVA?
“It always ends up okay in the end so don’t
stress too much.” - Miranda Benton
“Nothing is worth worrying about if God is
not involved.” - Aaron Amaya
“When cafe food is nasty, Ramen is your
friend” - Jurnee Nealy
“How to take care of myself ” - Anna Sanderson
“Cornell notes” - Andrew Cuellar, Taylor
Belleza
“To love myself ” - Valerie Pichot
What are the seniors’ favorite school supply
items?
“I would be lost without my TI-89 Calculator” - Miranda Benton
“My backpack, that Edrian Sanchez washed
for me” - Jurnee Nealy
“My Zebra F-301 BP pen” - Valerie Pichot
“My water bottle” - Allie Mae Magtanong
“My blanket” - Katherine Berrios
“My pens and highlighters” - Taylor Belleza

What have been the seniors’
highlights of the year?

“Actually getting to know my own class a
senior survival. (Seriously. By the end of the
trip you’re talking to classmates you never
you’d have the confidence to speak
How have the seniors changed thought
to)”
Miranda
Benton
since their freshman year?
“Graduating...lol” - Matthew Shelton
“Coming back from being sick at home
“Believe it or not I’m much more chill. I’ve and having people tell me that they missed
learned it’s not worth it try to fake it and live me, and that they were happy I’m back. Or
up to expectations. You might as well just be Talent show...nah, what I said before.” - Anna
honest and do your best.” - Miranda
Sanderson
“I didn’t know who I was my freshman year,
“Dropping Calculus after two weeks” - Allie
since then I have matured and really figured Mae Magtanong
out myself and become more open with God.”
“College applications” - Andrew Cuellar
- Aaron Amaya
“The stupid dumb stuff with friends” - Val“My hair got longer, I got a tad bit more erie Pichot
mature, but most of all I expanded the amount
of family that I have.” - Jurnee Nealy
When did the seniors’
“I’ve become more confident...and more
“senioritis” first kick in?
sarcastic.” - Anna Sanderson
“I’ve learned a lot of things about myself,
learned a lot of life lessons.” - Jessica
“As soon as I saw the SVA sign” - Matthew
Mwangi
Shelton
“I have gained more confidence in myself,
“Last day of junior year” - Aaron Amaya
more wisdom, maturity, passion, patience,
“It kicked in when spring break ended” and empathy.” - Valerie Pichot
Anna Sanderson
“Since the beginning of time (LOL, literally
though)” - Jessica
What would this year’s
“When they installed Qustodio on my
seniors tell next year’s seniors? phone”
- Valerie Pichot
“February 22, 2000” - Katherine Berrios
“DON’T DROP YOUR CLASSES” Miranda
Who of their classmates do
“Accept the way things are and don’t expect
the seniors look up to?
anything from anything or anyone.” - Aaron
Amaya
“Don’t stress the little things because in
“Valerie Pichot: she has such empathy and
the end you’re going to leave it all behind.” presence of mind, yet can be one of the crazi- Jurnee Nealy
est people I know.” - Miranda
“Wait until you’ve finished the first semester,
“Xavier Lewis, Valery Vergara, Edrian Santhen start counting the days til graduation. chez, Anna Sanderson” - Aaron Amaya
Time goes by too fast.” - Allie Mae Mag“I look up to Miranda Benton, because she
tanong
is always so happy and never mean to people
“Don’t compare yourself to others--become and i strive to be like her.” - Jurnee Nealy
who you want to be and never look back.
“Everyone because they all have their own
You are the only one standing in your way.” unique things they bring to the table.” - Jessica
- Valerie Pichot
Mwangi
“OLLY Goodbye Stress vitamin gummies
“Almost everyone because they’re taller than
work like a charm.” - Taylor Belleza
me” - Valerie Pichot
“Allie Mae Magtanong, she is so organized
What motivates you?
and self driven. She is a leader, and she is one
of my amazing friends.” - Linsey Smith
“JV, my mom, God.” - Aaron
“My parents and friends” - Jurnee Nealy
“Making my family proud” - Anna Sanderson
“Results” - Valerie Pichot
“The satisfaction of getting something done”
- Taylor Belleza
“Absolutely nothing” - Katherine Berrios

Senior Fun Night
Allie Mae Magtanong

The final skit was the
faculty skit. The main setting was a faculty meeting
discussing an update on the
new phone policy. The staff
members were shocked to
hear that they had to give up
their phones during their own
meeting. It was hilarious to
see how the seniors acted as
the faculty members. Most
of the senior actors played
the staff members they knew
the most about. The audience, including faculty but
especially students, were very
entertained by each character. The students knew their
teachers well, so they found
it interesting how the seniors

portrayed them. The chaos in
the skit began when the fire
alarm went off from some
burnt cookies the cafeteria
ladies had supposedly made.
Everyone onstage overreacted,
jumping on tables and running back and forth all over
the place. Mr. Short, played
by Jared, even rode on his
bicycle in circles onstage.
The skit came to a close once
everyone exited the building,
almost forgetting their phones
that they had turned in earlier. Mr. Heilman, played by
Jonathan, ended the skit by
making his late entrance and
wondering where all the other
staff members had gone.

In between the skits, the
seniors presented a slideshow
of “4 pics 1 Word” describing
each of their classmates with
four pictures. The audience
had a fun time guessing each
one. There was also a presentation entitled “The Fallen,”
showing all of the people
who had been a part of the
class of 2018 during the past
four years, but had left before
their senior year. Overall the
event was a tiring but exciting one which the senior class
will continue to remember
as a part of their last year at
SVA. The class of 2018 thanks
everyone who came to watch
our program that night!

Shen-Val-Lore

 | May 18, 2018

Spring Week of Prayer
Valery Vergara

For most of this year, our
school as a whole has really
been working together to
make a more spiritual environment on campus for all.
We’ve had a couple weeks of
prayer led by different speakers and students but in the
four years I’ve been here we
had never had a whole group
from a university come and
speak to us! A group from
Andrews University called
Enactus, led by Mrs. Pichot,
came for our Spring Week
of Prayer to talk to us about
different topics that are not
touched on a lot in society
today. It was very nice to see
some SVA Alumni that now
go to Andrews come back and
speak to the school about their
experiences there and touch
on the main theme for the
week, which was “Come As

You Are.” This theme could
not have been more appropriate for that week. Every
day, the Enactus team would
have a morning thought then
followed by an evening worship at the church. Different
people would speak for each
worship and touch on a different section that embodied
the theme as a whole. On
the first day, Cameron Sahly
talked about how we come to
God as we are and we should
not be ashamed of our flaws
because we have a Creator
who made us and loves us
beyond what we can comprehend and He wants to take
us as we are. That does not
necessarily mean we will stay
that way, however; God wants
to change us and mold us into
something better!

The evening programs
always started with some
type of interactive activity,
such as open floor conversation or getting into groups
and figuring out some tasks
together. On that same night,
Sam Renderos, another SVA
alumnus, talked about how
he felt God was calling him
to be a pilot and how we can
all use our different gifts to
serve God and others. As the
days went by we could feel
the atmosphere of reverence
and worship increasing on
campus and it was a beautiful thing. Every day during
that whole week, one praise
team would be chosen to help
lead out in song service and
afterglow for one specific evening worship. I believe it is
so important to have student
involvement when it comes

to programs like this because
it is easier to relate to people
that have been or are going
through similar things you are
going through. There was one
very special night that everybody still remembers because
it was so powerful. One of the
girls that came from Andrews
University spoke about her
personal testimony and how
she came to know about the
Lord and other things she had
struggled with before on her
path to get there. She touched
on several sensitive things
about her life that not many
open up about but everybody
appreciated her willingness to
be this vulnerable and share
her story which not only was
very powerful but also much
needed. Her story touched so
many people on this campus
and in a way drew us all closer

SVA’s Acro-Stars
Hannah Sloan

This year is the second
year (after many without) that
Shenandoah Valley Academy
has had an gymnastics group,
and with all new coaches and
mostly new people it created
a challenge for us as a team.
We had to work harder and
push for longer hours to even
come up with basic moves.
From the beginning, Coach
Rogers always encouraged us
to do our best and bring light
to heavy situations. Coach
Brewer also was essential to
the team. She was able to
instill discipline and remind
us that success does not come
easy; it requires blood, sweat,
and tears. Commenting on
this year’s team, she says, “This
year’s Acro-Stars team has not
had an easy time succeeding. Our schedule has been
interrupted many times, a lot
of our kids have dealt with
injuries, and we have had to
work twice as hard as most
teams. These kids have put
in the time and the effort to
reach the end of the year with
their heads held high.” Along
our journey as a team this year
we have had two shows and a
clinic with a university team.

Washington Adventist
University graciously came to
SVA and provided an amazing
clinic for our team. They also
had a wonderful show for our
students on campus. During
the show they explained how
their program at WAU works
and the college students
showed off moves that our
team could only dream of
doing. They even hyped up
the crowd with a dunk competition. After their daring
show, they closed the gym and
had a private clinic with our
Acro-Stars. They led us first
in a series of warm ups which
included anything from basic
stretching to even 100 jumping jacks. Next we were paired
up in basing groups and they
showed us some tweaks to
basic moves and showed some
of our more athletic tops
some flips and flairs. They
then pulled some of us out to
work on tumbling, anything
from a basic cartwheel to
complicated passes. After our
clinic, they wrapped up and
told us to keep working hard
and reminded us that determination can get you far.
Taking what WAU said
and showed us into consideration, we pushed ahead and

started preparing for a show.
Now all this may seem easy
to some people, but trying
to have practices that do not
conflict with 30 other people’s
schedules can get complicated. Because of various varsity
games and class field trips it
became increasingly difficult
for us to practice. And as our
first show was approaching,
we were getting nervous that
we were unprepared. Senior
Valery Vergara explained, “I
wish we had a solid block of
practice so that we can continue to improve. I think next
year Acro should have more
time in practice and it should
not interfere with other sports
so that the students here can
do both.” The night before
our first performance at C.F.
Richards, we had a last minute
evening practice to polish up
the routine. We had our show
the next day and, for our first
time, it went quite smoothly.
There were bumps, fails, and
accidents but our coaches
reminded us that we get back
up and we hold our heads
high. Learning from our
mistakes is the most valuable
principle to us so that we can
grow as a team.

Walking into our second
performance we felt more
prepared and ready to succeed at our sister school
SVAE. However, unfortunately, during warm-ups one
of our main tops, Johana Villatoro, popped her shoulder
and could not perform. So as
the students were lining up
and coming into the gym we
had to scramble to replace her
in every part of our routine.
Coach Rogers, staying as
positive as possible, encouraged us to push on. When we
finished the show we knew
it was not our best but were
satisfied knowing that we did
all we could and left it all on
the mat for the kids.
As our performance is
coming up this Saturday
night, I believe that we have
what it takes to provide a
good show and we just have
to remember to get back up
again. Our theme, “One
More,” is very fitting for our
season this year. Whether we
succeed or fail, always do one
more. Always do your best,
always give it your all, and
always do it for God.

together by encouraging us to
really comfort each other and
be there for each other.
One thing that is always
anticipated is the communion
service and the foot washing
ceremonies we have on the
Friday of the week of prayer.
This night is always powerful
and meaningful to so many of
us because it is a time to get
closer to God, serve each other,
share testimonies, and pray
for each other. It is so beautiful to hear everyone come
together, sing, and comfort
each other during a communion service like this. Hannah
Sloan said, “My favorite part
of week of prayer is always the
communion service because
it is a way to start things
again with your relationship
with God.” As a senior, I can
definitely say that these weeks

of prayer will be very much
missed. Every week of prayer
we have we all have a chance
to learn something new and
get closer to God. This specific
week of prayer was very special because the simplicity of
the theme made it very relatable to several people. Seeing
God working on this campus
has been one of my favorite
things from this school year.
Growing together in Christ
and learning more about him
along with my closest friends
is a memorable experience
that I will never forget. All in
all I can definitely say that this
was an amazing last Spring
Week of Prayer for this school
year!
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SA Picnic
Allie Mae Magtanong

After a fun and busy
Alumni Weekend, the Student Association organized
its annual Spring Picnic. It
was held on our SVA campus
on April 22, and classes competed against each other in
traditional picnic activities.
Many of our students participated and others decided
to come watch the exciting
games and enjoy the beautiful
weather outside.
The morning began with
a small worship talk led out
by our Student Association
Pastor Miranda Benton.
Immediately following our
worship thought, classes prepared for the first activity. The
freshman and junior classes
competed against each other
for the first round of speedball, a classic P.E. game that
combines running, throwing, tagging, and catching a
ball all at once. Our students
take this particular game to
an intense level. The games
can be extremely fast-paced
and interesting. Watching the
freshmen and juniors play
against each other was very
thrilling. Although the juniors
are much more familiar with
speedball than the freshmen
are, both teams still played to
the best of their ability on the
court.
Our sophomores and
seniors had the next round,
which was a very close game.
I participated on the senior
team and was able to score a
couple of points with the help
of my teammates. We eventually won by a long shot against
the sophomores, at which
point everyone took a break
before playing for the championship game of juniors vs.
seniors. The game was much
longer than the other ones,
but both teams still had a lot
of fun. After a tiring round,
the juniors remained victorious against the seniors. Every-

one else was ready to gather
outside for the next activity:
soccer.
It was a perfect day to
play outside in the sunny
and breezy weather. Soccer,
a school-favorite sport, was
our next event. As the games
were going on, SA officers
were preparing the water balloons for a water balloon fight
later in the day. We finally
had three large bins containing water balloons waiting
to be thrown at people. We
decided that it would be a
refreshing and fun way to end
the day. The classes playing in
the first round of soccer were
the freshmen and juniors,
followed by the sophomores
and seniors. Non-participants
collected near the bleachers
while watching the teams play.
While the games were going
on, Mr. Short delivered a cart
of snacks and drinks for all of
the students at the field. The
final game was between the
juniors and seniors, resulting
in a 3-2 win by the juniors.
Before dinnertime, many
students were anxious about
getting bombarded by the
water balloons. A bunch of
them were running around
with balloons, attempting to
soak their friends. It was a very
entertaining activity to watch,
especially seeing people’s reactions to getting soaked in cold
water. The student body then
headed back to front campus
near the gym to eat dinner. We
had ordered Domino’s pizza
for everyone, and served ice
cream and brownies for dessert. It was an instant “feeding
frenzy” once the students saw
the stacks of pizza boxes. They
were able to share a box with a
friend while relaxing on front
campus before the basketball
games started.
Our final activity of the
day was basketball. We gathered in the gym, where play-

ers were warming up their free
throws before it was time to
start. The first game started
out fairly slowly between the
freshmen and juniors, but
eventually the juniors won
in the first round. The first
quarter started with all guys,
the next quarter was all girls,
then the rest of the game
continued with both girls
and guys. The second game
was between the sophomores
and seniors, which the seniors
won. The final championship
game was once again, between
our two upper classes. Each
quarter both teams were
catching up to each other
and scored multiple points.
Overall, both teams showed
great sportsmanship and were
able to play hard and aggressively. By the final quarter,
the seniors stayed in the lead
for the remaining minutes of
the game. Everyone who participated congratulated each
other on playing, and the class
of 2018 was certainly thrilled
to win a sport by the end of
the game.
It has been a great honor
being Student Association
president planning all of these
events for our student body.
I especially enjoyed working
with such a cooperative and
supportive team of SA officers. We have made so many
memories from each activity which I will continue to
remember once I graduate
from SVA. I also hope that
our students enjoyed being a
part of our events throughout
the year and have made their
own memories as well. A special thank you to my Student
Association officers and other
students for their support.
Can’t wait to hear about the
exciting things our next SA
officers have for 2018-2019
school year!

Alumni Weekend
Henry Ware

Throughout the years,
Alumni Weekend has been a
special time on SVA’s campus.
It is a time when SVA alumni
can reunite and can become
acquainted with SVA’s current
students. During the weekend
there is a significant change
in the atmosphere of the
campus. Not only this, but
it also is a very positive time
for growth at SVA because of
the many donations that the
alumni make to support our
school. This year’s program
was no exception.
Alumni Weekend this year
started Friday morning, April
20, with the Golf Tournament,
at which groups of three or
four alumni worked in teams.
NHS students helped with
the tournament by supplying refreshments and working as caddies for the alumni.
This event was also used as a
chance to raise money for the
school. Later that night, the
students and alumni came
together in the church for
vespers and a welcome to the
alumni. The sermon that evening was presented by Jason
Liu and Roy Wu from the
class of ‘93. (Jason Liu missed
the closing of the New York
Stock Exchange so he could
have a chance to talk to the
alumni that came to the ves-

pers, and reunite with his old
classmates.) After introducing
themselves, they spoke about
SVA’s legacy and shared their
experiences at SVA.
On Sabbath morning, church was held in the
gymnasium. The alumni
honor classes sat in the front
rows with their individual
classes, and after preliminary
announcements roll call took
place. Roll call was traditionally led by Bill Strickland, but
after his recent passing, things
have been done a little differently. Now a representative
from each honor year reads
the names of the individuals
in each class. In recent years,
the Pillar Award has been
awarded to someone who has
shown leadership, humility,
love, and generosity to SVA.
This year it was awarded to
Jane Bainum, who has established a charitable foundation
known as the Bainum Family
Foundation. For 50 years it
has provided educational
opportunities and support for
students enrolled at SVA.
The school song, “Our
Shenandoah,” was sung at
church. The orchestra led
out while the congregation
sang along. The alumni sang
it with lots of enthusiasm, just
like they had done while they

attended SVA. The sermon
was then presented by Pamela
Napier Consuegra from the
class of ‘78. It was titled, “In
a Little While We’re Going
Home.” Pamela discussed the
impact SVA had on her life
and how her time here was
made possible through generous giving. She then discussed
our need to be ready for the
second coming and how we
will have one big reunion in
heaven. The program ended
with the traditional singing
of the Hallelujah Chorus.
Alumni who were previously
in the school choir participated by joining the current
choir up on the stage.
After the service, the
honor classes had their pictures taken. Soon after, they
separated into groups according to their classes and went
to designated places to eat
lunch. This time is very special for the alumni because it
is an opportunity to reconnect with each other and learn
what their classmates are doing
with their lives. Throughout
the afternoon, recent SVA
graduates spent time talking
and renewing friendships
with their high school friends.
During the day, events such
as the Gospel Music Jam and
the Alumni Vespers Concert

were held. The musical talent
shown at these events is always
astounding, though this does
not come as a surprise considering the focus that SVA puts
on music.
Saturday night is always the
most anticipated part of the
weekend for the students. The
reason for this is the alumni
basketball game. Last year, for
the first time since 1983, the
students beat the alumni. This
year, however, did not turn
out the same. Team Alumni
won by a significant number
of points for both the girls’
and guys’ games.
The weekend came to a
close Sunday morning at the
Principal’s Breakfast. This is
a time where Principal Short
updates the alumni on how
the school is doing financially and informs them about
things that are taking place
at the school.
Alumni Weekend is an
extremely positive event
that will continue to happen
over the years. Shenandoah’s
alumni have always contributed hugely to our school’s
success. Thank you to all of
them, because without them
our school could not exist.

Happy Birthday
may

25

Paige Schuen

27

Bryan Herter

29

Jeannelle Green

3

Edifania Antonio / Manuel
Rodriguez

5

Jordyn McHone

7

Ana Cassange

1

Laura Westberg

10

Gabby Patrick / Asher
Ardron / Angie Edwards

7

Ana Escobar

13

Adrianna Torres

15

Eliezer Melendez / Javin
Inanga

20

Sierra Anderson / Abigail
Thomas

22

Griffins Atuti / Danny
Baires

24

Gideon Nyambiya III /
Emily Gutierrez

25

Lorenza Savegnago

28

Chris Baires

30

Minna Omwenga

31

Juliana Greaver

SHOUT-OUTS!

To NEW SA MEMBERS: Congratulations Julia Rivera (president), Peris

Munene (vice president), Giannina Tejedor (pastor), Aubrey Benton (treasurer),
Faith Troup (secretary), Genesis Rivera (social secretary), and Danny Palacios
(social secretary) on your new positions! Good luck next year! <3
SA 2017-2018

-

To Mrs. Turner, Mr. and Mrs. Nino, Coach Kilgore, Dean Katie, Dean
Russell, and Miss Ashley: Thank you so much for all that you have done for

JUly

11

Jaliah Guzman

14

Ceiry Flores

15

Benjamin Adjei

SVA. We really appreciate it and will miss each one of you. We wish you good
luck in the next chapter of your life <3 – Trisney & Valerie, Newspaper Editors
To SVA: We’re really going to miss you guys next year. I hope you enjoy our last
edition! Have a great summer.
– Trisney & Valerie, Newspaper Editors
If YOU are trying to sell something you can have it advertised in the Shen-Val-Lore! Send the prices
for your merchandise to trisney.bocala@student.sva-va.org, and get the word out about your
sale! [YOUR AD HERE!]

16	Isamuel Aquino
18

Allison Erdelyi

19 Kelly Ramirez / Julia Rivera
22

Jonathan Villatoro

23

Loraine Serrano

24

Josef Taylor

30

Shayla Coronel / Ibis
Mejia-Perdomo

June
2 Bryan Stickney / Joy Adeyeye
3

Marco Lopez / Brittany
Murillo / Annicka Hoffman

5

Chantel Palmer / Matthew
Shelton

10

Christopher Reedy

12

Emma Clark

16

Haley Wolters

19

Natalia Nino / Brooks
Langford / Kyle Thompson

24

Krissia Kersey / Andrea
Huaytalla

All of the photographs we used for this issue are from Shenandoah Valley Academy’s SmugMug Page. If you wish to see more photographs of Shenandoah Valley Academy, please visit
https://shenandoahvalleyacademy.smugmug.com/ Please contact either the editors or the sponsor before using these photographs for anything other than personal enjoyment.
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