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Career Day
JAZZY WILLIS

On Sunday January 22, 
we had Career Day with 
eleven different, amazing 
speakers. Starting off the 
day by listening to the 
dynamic duo of Dr. Craig 
Robson and Dr. Julie 
Moyers in the chapel was 
an excellent way to prepare 
our minds for the upcom-
ing presentations we would 
attend. They both spoke 
separately about what had 
called them to be doctors 
and what they had faced as 
challenges in their occu-
pation. They both openly 
stated that becoming doc-
tors was not part of their 
initial plans, but other jobs 
and interests had come to 
lead them in the correct 
direction, God’s plan. In 
fact, Dr. Robson said that 

he didn’t even plan on 
going to college, and that 
he was kind of forcefully 
put there by accident. Both 
speakers ended by encour-
aging higher education, 
as well as a deep thought 
about the future presenta-
tions we would be visiting 
during the rest of the day. 
We were then released to 
go to our career sessions.

Students then departed 
to their variously assigned 
sessions with the guest 
speakers. Each student 
was required to attend 
four sessions. They had 
the choices of seeing and 
listening to a mathematics 
professor, a digital mar-
keter, a military officer, a 
physical therapist, a mental 

health therapist and busi-
ness owner, a salesman, 
a dentist, a cybersecurity 
analyst, and a registered 
nurse. Each of these jobs 
gave an insight as to how 
the schedules might be in 
the career that we choose. 
Such as having a schedule 
with flexibility in medical 
options, or a set schedule 
in the military.

Presenters who came 
to speak with us that day 
had a 35-minute session 
to explain the basics of 
their profession. Often, it 
would be about their posi-
tion, what a regular day 
of work consisted of, any 
specializations, pay range, 
some rules and regula-
tions, and schooling; then 

there would be a brief time 
to ask questions. During 
the question time, many 
things were asked. A lot of 
the students had questions 
about work hours, what 
kind of people were reg-
ularly worked with, what 
personality traits would 
work well with that par-
ticular job, skill sets, and 
any further clarifications. 
All the guests were eager 
to answer, and even threw 
in some fun facts.

Each person who spoke 
with us was an amazing 
gift that has benefitted 
each and every student at 
our school. Our speakers 
were great teachers about 
their occupation and 
helped us feel no pres-

sure in choosing a path 
or having a plan. They all 
gave invaluable guidance 
and kept a Christian pres-
ence about themselves. We 
are all so grateful that they 
came.

I would like to give a spe-
cial thank you to the guests 
who came and spoke as 
well as their families and 
their professions.
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Talent Show
ANISA PHILLIP

The Student Association (SA) 
Talent Show is always a high-
light of the second semester. 
On Saturday night, February 
26, 22 participants showed 
off their artistic abilities. A 
beautiful mix of instrumen-
talists, vocalists, and dancers, 
the talent show was far from 
boring. Mr. Joe Lowe and his 
wife, Mrs. Laura Lowe, kept us 
entertained between acts with 
segments like “Guess the Staff 
Member” and “Burning Ques-
tions.” The show began with 
an exciting duet performed by 
Juan Benavides on violin and 
Ariana Anderson on piano. 
Unfortunately, Kelsey Quinti-
ana was not able to attend, so 
Mikaela Maloney followed that 
performance, delivering a beau-
tiful solo from Amelie (2001). 
Darwin Perez and Ester Reyes 
sang “Never Enough” from The 

Greatest Showman very pas-
sionately despite technological 
issues with Ester’s microphone. 
The second “Guess Who” seg-
ment then took place, with the 
audience very engaged as they 
saw adorable baby pictures of 
Dean Beardsley and Mr. Hsu. 
Calla Morgan wrote an origi-
nal piece with Hania Kantzer 
and debuted it that night to 
the audience’s great enjoyment. 
Though the musical acts were 
carried out wonderfully, every-
one was glad to see a contem-
porary dance. Tabor Parker and 
Faith Babcock did a great job 
as they executed complicated 
spins and tumbles.

During the 20-minute inter-
mission, a long line was quick-
ly formed as people waited for 
free popcorn served by Judith 
Vargas and Noland Hernan-
dez. The participants that had 

already performed took deep 
breaths and were congratulat-
ed by their friends and family, 
while the ones who would 
perform during the second 
half of the program got ready 
and hung out in the hallways. 
Many people wanted to con-
tinue waiting for their popcorn, 
but they were drawn back into 
the auditorium to hear Ettienne 
(Tony) Rodriguez. He per-
formed “Another Girl Anoth-
er Planet” by The Only Ones 
on his guitar with his friends 
cheering him on in the audi-
ence. The

next segment was “Burning 
Questions” with Ms. Wiede-
mann instead of Mr. Lechler. 
Her students had fun shouting 
out what they thought would 
be her answer when she had 
trouble thinking of one.

The next act was by Colten 
Hartman. This act was special, 
though, because he asked Lora 
Moulder to take a front row 
seat as he sang “Just to See You 
Smile” by Tim McGraw. The 
next song was an original per-
formed by the only freshman 
in the show, Nolynn Dahlberg, 
entitled “Want it, Too.” Ellie 
Anderson played a violin solo 
accompanied by Ms. Wie-
demann and wore tradition-
al Hungarian garb to make 
her act stand out even more. 
Michael White and Hansen Lee 
surprised everyone when they 
performed “Never Gonna Give 
You Up” by Rick Astley, but the 
audience had a great time clap-
ping and singing along to the 
music. The final performance 
was by the “Seniorettes,” com-
posed of Jessica Palacios, Alyssa 
Lopez, Kirsten Wilkens, Gaby 

Goncalves, Evelyn Ramirez, 
Alicia Anderson, Aaliyah Dal-
house, and Hania Kantzer. They 
did an original dance to “Baby” 
by Justin Bieber, and provided 
a great and fun ending to the 
show.

As SA officers passed out 
ballots for the audience to pick 
their favorite act, Mr. and Mrs. 
Lowe still had extra acts to 
announce. The first one was by 
Judah Hammond who played 
violin as a tribute to his late 
violin teacher. The second was a 
comedy sketch entitled “Who’s 
on First,” delivered by Mr. 
Leeper and Mr. Hsu. Although 
the entire student body was 
disappointed that Mr. Leeper 
did not rap for the talent show 
this year, this act made up for 
it slightly. Next, Dean Beard-
sley sang a wonderful solo, 
which was followed by a spe-

cial presentation by Mr. Van. 
Since Mr. Van is retiring this 
year, everyone was very excited 
to see him on stage. He had a 
long tube and put a mouthpiece 
and funnel at the end, making 
it similar to a trumpet. Mr. 
Van then played a couple of 
songs with the audience cheer-
ing him on. After he left the 
stage, the announcement was 
made that it was finally time 
for the results. Calla, perform-
ing “Clouds,” got first place, 
Juan and Ariana, performing 
“Czardas” by Vittorio Monti, 
got second place, and Ellie, 
performing “Hungarian Dance 
#5” by Johannes Brahms, got 
third place. The Seniorettes got 
Audience Choice. The 2022 SA 
Talent Show went very smooth-
ly and brought smiles to every-
one’s faces.



March 3, 2022| 3 Shen-Val-Lore

Activity Day
GIOVANNA LUCASIN

It was Presidents’ Day, Feb-
ruary 21. While most schools 
were closed, our school had 
the opportunity to go out and 
enjoy fun activities to take a 
break from school. After a 
morning of regular classes, 
students left in groups to go 
to their chosen activities.

My group was so excited 
to go roller skating; how-
ever, when we arrived at 
Funky’s Skate Center, they 
were closed, so our alternate 
plan was mini golfing. It was 
a warm, and windy day. Even 
though the golf balls were 
rolling away from us as the 
wind went by, we still got to 
play even though many of us 
in my group did not know 
how to play mini golf, so we 
got to learn from Jonathan 
Pelote and Emily DeLong. 
We all had such a great 
time; it was a fun adventure, 
great competition, teamwork 
building, and of course all 

the laughs we had made the 
whole trip worthwhile.

Another group went on a 
three-mile hike in an area 
called Mary’s Rock. A stu-
dent told me it was a good 
day to hike because of the 
great weather; there were 
fantastic views, and he was 
thankful everyone made it 
up and down safely with no 
injuries. Another group went 
bowling, and a representa-
tive of the group told me that 
Dean Knight was incredible 
at bowling. She also men-
tioned that she placed third 
overall, and said she had a 
great experience with her 
friends and would love to go 
bowling again.

Nathan Onoffrey, who 
went to the Trampoline 
Jump Park, said that the bas-
ketball area was his favorite 
part. He said that it was such 
a great time to hang with his 

friends even though one 
of his friends got injured 
and cut his lip. Overall, 
he would not recommend 
coming back to this place 
and would suggest trying 
a new jump park. Last, the 
ice-skating group had lots of 
fun. However, many did not 
like the puddle of water in 
the ice rink due to the warm 
weather. Reyna Kwak told 
me that they still had fun. 
They made a human train, 
Mr. Hsu and Ms. Mohns 
taught the group a bunch of 
ice-skating tricks, and some 
people even learned to skate 
backwards.

This was a great way to 
relax and spend our Pres-
idents’ Day. I’m so glad we 
had the opportunity to do 
this and I hope for more 
opportunities in the future.
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Student Week of Prayer
ELLIE ANDERSON

The first weekend back 
from Christmas break, SVA 
student leaders headed out 
into nature to plan for the 
Student-led Week of Prayer. 
They spent 24 hours plan-
ning, singing, praying, and 
constructing the Week of 
Prayer. At the end of the 24 
hours, the students arrived 
back at campus inspired 
and excited to make their 
ideas into reality. The Week 
of Prayer started on January 
17 with Kristiana Hoffman 
sharing a talk about how to 
begin a relationship with 
God. The week contin-
ued with many speakers: 
Darwin Perez, Alle Jackson, 
Princess Alcantara, Mikaela 
Maloney, Kelsey Quintana, 
Naomi Coreas, Alex Cuel-
lar, Ellie Anderson, Noland 
Hernandez, Katherin Her-
nandez, and Avery Browne. 
The theme was “Jumpstart” 

and each day of the week 
focused on a different 
aspect of “jumpstarting” a 
relationship with Christ. The 
speakers presented beautiful 
messages, the music team 
did a wonderful job leading 
their peers in worship, the 
activities team led in rous-
ing, enjoyable activities each 
morning, and the drama 
club did a great job with 
their continuing skit each 
night.

Throughout the week, the 
leaders of the Week of Prayer 
could see that the Devil was 
working hard to thwart our 
efforts. I and many other 
leaders or speakers were 
quarantined or got COVID 
during the week. This lack of 
leaders caused us to have to 
scramble in order to make 
sure the Week of Prayer con-
tinued. Despite the major 

problems the Devil threw 
our way, we were able to con-
tinue Week of Prayer with 
God’s help. The week’s big 
finale occurred on Sabbath 
when the students of SVA 
led in almost every aspect of 
the worship service. Avery 
Browne ended the week 
with an inspiring summa-
ry of what had been shared 
during the week. He shared 
why a relationship with God 
is so important and encour-
aged everyone to draw close 
to Jesus. I am so thankful for 
the Week of Prayer team and 
for God who made the week 
a success.

“But Jesus looked at them 
and said to them, “With men 
this is impossible, but with 
God all things are possible.” 
~ Matthew 19:26
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It was a cold, windy 
Friday afternoon when 
about 30 students 
climbed on the bus 
to go to the spiritual 
leadership retreat. It 
had snowed a few days 
earlier, and the tem-
perature got down into 
the teens that night. 
Despite the cold, many 
of us were still excited 
for the weekend ahead. 
Upon arriving, we 
unpacked our things 
and got settled in the 
cabin. The boys made 
supper the first night, 
and after we ate, we 
gathered in a circle to 
have worship in order 
to welcome the Sab-
bath. Several students 
had brought guitars or 
ukuleles, and we spent 
a good hour singing 

and playing together. 
PH led in our devo-
tional talk about Mary 
Magdalene and how 
she is a great exam-
ple of what our love 
for Jesus should be 
like. I was particular-
ly touched by it, and 
ended up discussing 
the story with a couple 
of friends later that 
night. After worship, 
PH gave us snacks, 
and we milled about, 
talking with friends 
or singing some more, 
until it was time to 
go to bed. Even once 
everyone had show-
ered and brushed their 
teeth, the girls’ side of 
the cabin didn’t quiet 
down for a long time 
afterwards. I was grate-
ful to be in the warm 

cabin, sheltered from 
the freezing tempera-
tures outside.

Around 7:30 on Sab-
bath morning, most of 
the girls were already 
awake and getting 
ready for the day. Some 
went to make break-
fast, and others could 
be found reading their 
Bibles in the peaceful 
morning quiet. Break-
fast was a yummy 
assortment of fruit, 
cereal, and cinnamon 
rolls. After another 
group worship, PH dis-
missed us to go off and 
spend some alone time 
with God. A couple of 
students stayed in the 
building for prayer, 
but most braved the 
cold and headed out 

into the snow-covered 
woods. The woods 
were beautiful in the 
early morning sun-
shine, with snow cov-
ered trees, a clear blue 
sky, and a few resilient 
birds hopping about 
here and there. After 
each student had spent 
a few moments in quiet 
devotion, it was time to 
get to the point of the 
meeting. We gathered 
in the main building 
again, and PH read 
to us about the call-
ing of Elisha. We were 
reminded how we 
should apply lessons 
from his story to our 
lives when we do mis-
sionary work. Then we 
split up into different 
groups to brainstorm 
for Week of Prayer. 

There were teams for 
music, drama, and 
activities, and a group 
to come up with the 
main theme. After 
much discussion, the 
theme of “Jumpstart” 
was finally settled on. 
We had a general plan 
of what needed to be 
done, and once we 
returned to campus, we 
would recruit the help 
of our fellow students. 
After lunch we had one 
more meeting to share 
what we had come up 
with, and then began 
to pack up our things. 
Most of us were a bit 
worn out, and slept 
on the bus ride back 
to school, but we were 
pretty satisfied with 
the plans we had come 
up with. We hoped and 

prayed that God would 
bless the upcoming 
week of preparation, 
and that the spirituali-
ty of the school would 
be strengthened by our 
efforts.

Leadership Retreat
ALLE JACKSON
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Candlelight
FELICIA HERRERA

Candlelight Concert 
is a Christmas 
performance with 
music, short sermons, 
and, of course, candles. 
Candlelight is very 
much loved in the 
community because 
it brings everyone 
together. It is the 
biggest concert of the 
year for SVA, and the 
community always 
looks forward to it. It is 
a big deal to everyone. 
The students take it 
very seriously and work 
their hardest to perfect 
it.

Last year, Candlelight 
was drastically changed 
because of COVID-
related reasons; it 
was virtual and did 
not allow the whole 
spiritual experience. 
This year, the annual 
show made a comeback 
on December 10 
and 11. The music 
groups, including 
Choir, Orchestra, 
the Shenandoans, 
Strings, Bells, and harp 
students were given 
the opportunity to 
put on a moving and 
inspiring experience 

for anyone who came. 
We all worked hard 
to get ready for the 
show, spending hours 
in and out of class 
practicing and working 
together. The groups 
got together at night to 
make sure everything 
went smoothly, and 
it paid off. Choir and 
orchestra combined 
their talents for the 
night. We learned how 
to play together in a 
week. Everyone pulled 
through any mishaps 
and smoothed it over.

Mr. Biaggi and Ms. 
Weidemann did a 
fantastic job pulling the 
groups together and 
creating the beloved 
performance. The 
music was exceptional 
and brought many 
in the audience joy. 
All the soloists did 
outstanding jobs and 
impressed everyone. 
Ms. Weidemann even 
pulled a group of five 
girls together to see the 
beloved song, “Breath 
of Heaven,” Last year, it 
was drastically changed 
because of COVID-

related reasons; it 
was virtual and did 
not allow the whole 
spiritual experience. in 
the little time she was 
allowed. Cindy Reis, 
Calla Morgan, and 
Mikaela Maloney each 
sang a verse solo and 
did a wonderful job. 
Many alumni said they 
really enjoyed seeing 
their school’s students 
doing so well. A few 
said it brought tears of 
joy to their eyes. Mr. 
Biaggi also admitted 
it was one of the best 
Candlelights he had 

directed. To everyone 
who made the event 
possible, thank you.
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Happy 
Birthday

April
8 Rebecca Reis

12 Meghan Young

15 Sarah Cox

16 Miguel Valdez

19 Joanna Wittmer

21 Marietta Nagy

May
2 Georgia Wakeman

3 Cassandra 

Quijano Zelaya

4 Lia Thomas/

Guerdy Thomas

7 Kirsten Wilkens

8 Nathaniel Mayers

10 Emily Delong

11 Conner Kabler

12 Camila Soriano

14 Gabriel Rodrigues

16 Judah Hammond

19 Naomi Coreas/ 

Chloe Juncal

21 Javier Hernandez

24 Heily Vigil

25 Princess 

Alcantara/ Diara Bonilla/ 

Camden Prudencio/ Lili 

Gullatte

27 Tumelo Tembo

30 Linton Feitosa/ 

Jasmine Willis 

June
9 Nicanor Montiel de 

la Cruz

14 Alexandra Jackson/ 

Nya Walker

15 Steve Paz

16 Tabor Parker

17 Edwin Balcarcel

20 Carissa Schoonard

22 Faith Richardi

24 Ethan Reinoehl

25 Justin Swanson

26 Daniela Monoz 

Ortiz

27 Katherin Hernandez

30 Alexander Cuellar

SHOUT-OUTS!
To Everyone at SVA: If you want us to publish your shout-outs, 

email 
them to nya.walker@svasda.org or text them to 240-261-8666

 - Nya Walker, Newspaper Editor


