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30 Hour Famine
ELLIE ANDERSON

Lunch on April 1 was, 
for many students, the last 
meal they would eat for 30 
hours. 30- Hour Famine 
is a fundraiser that SVA 
campus ministries does 
every year to raise money 
for organizations such as 
World Vision, ADRA, and 
AWA that help end hunger 
around the world. The 
students asked people to 
sponsor them when they 
went without food for 30 
hours, and the money was 
donated to one of the pre-
viously mentioned organi-
zations.

Once afternoon classes 
were finished, those par-
ticipating in the famine 
registered and then split 
up into groups to deliver 

bags into the community. 
These bags were dropped 
off at people’s houses to be 
filled with non-perishables 
and then picked up and 
donated to a local food 
bank. After a special ves-
pers service and afterglow, 
Pastor Harley led several 
games for the students to 
participate in until it was 
time to get ready for bed.

Bright and early the next 
morning, students awak-
ened for their breakfast of 
juice. For Sabbath school, 
PH led the different teams 
in tribal games. He gave 
each team a name from a 
certain tribe in the con-
tinent of Africa and they 
played games to help them 
understand what life is 

like for many people in 
the world. These games 
showed the struggles 
many people face, such 
as finding clean water 
and enough food. Some 
of the games included 
drinking water from a 
straw and then spitting 
it into another container, 
searching for pebbles and 
buttons in the grass, and 
having students hold two 
one-gallon water jugs in 
their hands straight out to 
the sides of their body for 
as long as possible. Each 
of the “tribes’’ compet-
ed against each other for 
points throughout the 30 
hours and those in Anisa 
Phillip’s team won!

After church, there were 
more games and then 
the teams picked up the 
food bags that they had 
dropped off the day before 
and transported the food 
to the church. After 30 
hours had passed, PH 
treated everyone to a feast 
to break their fast and cel-
ebrate the fact that they 
had made it through!

It was a wonderful expe-
rience for the students. 
Emily Delong said she 
appreciated being a part of 
it because she was “help-
ing people around the 
world.” Hansen Lee liked 
the activities, “because 
they kept his mind off of 
food.” Alex Cuellar liked 
“seeing the generosity of 

the community” as they 
participated in the food 
drive. He was pleasantly 
surprised by how much 
food was donated to help 
those in need. Everyone I 
have talked to really appre-
ciated the experience they 
had at the 30-hour famine. 
We are definitely blessed 
to have school that gives us 
opportunities such as this 
to broaden our horizons 
and help us be a blessing 
to others.
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Week of Prayer
EMMA CUELLAR

During the beginning of 
the month of April, a team 
from Little Light Studios led 
out a week of prayer at SVA. 
The title of the week of prayer 
was “This Is War,” focusing 
on developing spiritual dis-
cernment in order to make 
wise decisions. Throughout 
the week, the group spoke 
about the ways that Satan 
tries to deceive the people 
of God. Information about 
comics, television shows, 
movies, and anime was dis-
played so that the audience 
and the presenters could 
analyze the given informa-
tion. The analysis revealed 
the Gnosticism behind cer-
tain media, and served as 
an example of how spiritual 
discernment is vital to seeing 
the correlation between the 

great controversy and the 
matters of everyday life.

Kendi, Glenny, and Mikey 
represented Little Light 
Studios. All three of these 
individuals shared their tes-
timonies at the beginning of 
the week and explained dif-
ferent aspects of the spiritual 
conflict present in the world 
today. During each meeting 
session, they facilitated some 
fun activities to start the ses-
sion with. One of the activ-
ities involved two balloons; 
one balloon had air and 
the other had water. When 
a lighter was placed under-
neath both balloons, the bal-
loon filled with air exploded 
while the balloon with water 
did not explode. The main 
point of this activity was 
to demonstrate the impor-

tance of having Jesus with 
you during temptation and 
trials. The balloon filled with 
air represented someone 
without Jesus while they pass 
through trials or temptation; 
while the balloon filled with 
water represented someone 
with Jesus in their life while 
they pass through trials. The 
reason why the balloon with 
water was not destroyed 
was because the water was 
absorbing the energy from 
the flame. Jesus helps us sus-
tain life as the water helped 
sustain the balloon.

Throughout the week, the 
group discussed wise ways of 
consuming media. The five 
senses of the body were key 
to this discussion. The senses 
are the avenues to the soul; 
this is why

Christians are to be espe-
cially careful about what they 
touch, view, and listen to. 
Media can affect both one’s 
spiritual health and mental 
health. For example, if too 
much media is consumed, 
one’s mind can go into an 
alpha-state—a state of mind 
where the function of the 
frontal lobe is deterred. The 
frontal lobe’s function is to 
help one reason, and if that 
function is deterred then 
there is a lack of reasoning. 
The many different facets of 
media can be used improper-
ly, leaving one feeling lonely 
and sad. Sometimes, people 
find a temporary escape in 
the media and do not address 
those feelings; therefore, 
they do not make any prog-
ress in healing. Media also 

often idolizes things other 
than God, leading others to 
idolize those matters as well. 
God asks His children to not 
degrade His position by idol-
izing other things. God ulti-
mately wants us to have the 
fullness of life by following 
His example, Jesus Christ. 
People can only know what 
Jesus is like if they read God’s 
Word and the Holy Spirit 
works on their heart.

One of the main lessons 
taken from the week was that 
God meets people where 
they are at and He knows His 
children personally. He loves 
to give His children good 
things that will make them 
happy and aid in their spir-
itual lives. God is personal 
with His children in the 
way that He demonstrates 

His love towards them. He 
knows that a life centered 
in Jesus Christ will lead to 
fullness of life. This week 
of prayer also reiterated the 
Holy Spirit’s importance in 
one’s personal walk with 
Jesus. The week of prayer 
discussions were insightful, 
and their importance cannot 
be undermined.
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Junior/Senior Banquet
LEO LAM

The Junior-Senior ban-
quet on April 10 was a 
blast. There are many 
things that made it great. 
There were many students 
that expressed their feel-
ings about the banquet. 
One student thought that 
the food was unique and 
exquisite. She also said 
that she liked that there 
were games, such as fenc-
ing and cornhole, that 
were provided. She loved 
the venue, CrossKeys 
Vineyard in Mr. Crawford, 
because the view was heav-
enly. It was a great place 
for taking photos and 
hanging out with friends. 
Another student thought 
that the theme was unique 
because it was different 
from other banquets that 
she had attended. She 
loved the music that was 
played by Mrs.Hoffman, 
Juan Benavides Martinez, 
and Ms.Wiedemann.

Ms. Mohns, a Junior 
sponsor, thought that the 
banquet went smoothly. 
She loved that when we 
took photos it was at the 
perfect time. She thought 
that the banquet turned 
out as beautifully as she 
hoped. This banquet was 
unique for her because 
no one had been to the 
venue before. Most of 
the Juniors and Seniors 
who went to the banquet 
agreed that the venue was 
a beautiful place to have 
the banquet. They also 
thought that the food was 
different compared to the 
other banquets that they 
had attended.

Banquet was a won-
derful experience for 
me. I got to have a lot of 
fun with friends, and the 
games there made the 
banquet more enjoyable. 
The drinks that they had 

served were extraordinary. 
Taking photos when the 
sun was setting made the 
photos look beautiful and 
extravagant. I thought that 
this banquet was a success 
for the Junior class officers, 
and cannot wait to attend 
next year’s Junior-Senior 
banquet.
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Class Parties
GIOVANNA LUCASIN

On the night of March 
26, 2022, many of us were 
all awaiting the time of our 
class parties. Each class 
officer spent much time 
planning for the event. My 
senior class had planned to 
go to New Market Commu-
nity Park; however, due to 
weather we had to change 
plans and relocate to the fel-
lowship hall in the church. 
The mothers from the com-
munity students in my class 
got together to make a deli-
cious meal for us to eat. All 
of us were so grateful and 
happy that we got to have 
a home cooked meal. After 
the meal, we made our way 
to the gym to have worship 
and then begin the activities 
and games. I had organized 
a praise team to sing and 
then I led my class in a devo-
tional thought to close the 
Sabbath. After that, my class 

then began to play dodgeball 
and volleyball and, once we 
finished the games, we got to 
relax, eat some snacks, play 
whatever games we’d like, 
and listen to music until we 
had to go back to the dorm. 
This was our very last class 
party and it was very nice 
to have everyone there and 
play games together united 
as a class.

The junior class had a lot of 
kids missing but that didn’t 
stop them from having fun. 
They sang songs to close the 
Sabbath, then played flash-
light tag and dodgeball, and 
had other little activities. 
Overall it was a good party.

A representative from the 
sophomore class told me 
her class parties were relax-
ing with a whole bunch of 
snacks, candy, and pizza. 
They watched the movie 
National Treasure and their 

class enjoyed it. I was told 
she could tell by the laughter 
and commentary that they 
had a good time. She also 
mentioned that it was such 
a great experience to have 
the sophomore class bond 
and have fun.

Last, the students at the 
freshman class party played 
ping pong since they were in 
the student center, and ate 
pizza and ice cream. They 
also attempted to play man 
hunt but it didn’t work too 
well so they ended up just 
watching half of a movie. The 
freshman class had much 
fun bonding and growing 
to be more united in their 
class. Overall, this year’s 
class parties were a mix of 
activities, and in the end we 
all became more united with 
our classes.
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On March 4, for vespers, the 
school was treated to the SVA 
Drama Club’s performance 
of The Pilgrim’s Progress, an 
adaptation of the Christian 
classic by John Bunyan. The 
drama team had been practic-
ing for months prior, and were 
finally ready to perform. Aside 
from a few technical difficulties 
before the curtains opened, the 
play went relatively smoothly. 
Michael White played the lead 
role of Christian, a weary pil-
grim seeking the Celestial City 
and the release of the burden 
on his back. Christian left the 
City of Destruction, along 
with Christiana, his wife, and 
his children, played by Emily 
Freitas, Lala Biaggi, and Everett 
Leeper respectively. Accompa-
nied by Nolynn Dahlberg as 
Pliable and guided by David 
Delfish as Evangelist, the jour-
ney to the Celestial City began.

Pliable turned around as 
soon as troubles hit, and 
Christian would have been 
helpless if Help hadn’t come 
along, played by Jessa Kinney. 
Christian soon got misguided 
by a Worldly Wiseman, played 
by Chase Parnell. Evangelist 
found Christian and pointed 
him back to the Narrow Gate, 
where Christian met Good-
will, played by Emily again. 
Goodwill encouraged Chris-
tian to go to the Cross, where 
he had his burden removed 
and was greeted by Shining 
Ones from the King, played by 
Mikaela Maloney and Nevyn 
Dahlberg. Evangelist warned 
Christian that the battle was 
just beginning, and his point 
got proven when Christian 
ran into Hypocrisy, Formalist, 
Mistrust, and Timorous on his 
way to the Palace Beautiful. 
These characters were played 

by Alle Jackson, Lia Thomas, 
Mikaela, and Chase respective-
ly. Christian eventually made it 
to the Palace Beautiful, after a 
quick power nap on Difficulty 
Hill. After passing between the 
lions, played by Jordan Knight 
and Lala, Christian was shown 
around by Watchful, played by 
Ettienne Rodriguez. Christian 
also met Discretion, Charity, 
Prudence, and Piety, played by 
Jessa, Nevyn, Emily, and Lia 
respectively.

After a short stay and some 
assistance from the Palace 
Beautiful sisters, Christian 
was approached by Apollyon, 
played by Nolynn, in the Valley 
of Humiliation. Christian’s and 
Apollyon’s differing opinions 
meant only one thing: a fight 
to the death. Christian had the 
immediate disadvantage, but 
he prayed that the King would 
send a Shining One to help, 

and successfully fought back 
against Apollyon. Christian 
conveniently decided to take a 
break from his journey while a 
short intermission ensued.

After the intermission was 
over, the play resumed with 
Christian travelling into the 
Valley of the Shadow of Death, 
where he was followed by 
voices trying to distract him 
and make him lose his footing. 
However, Christian heard a 
fellow pilgrim, Faithful, pray-
ing and followed her voice and 
example. After making it out, 
Christian got to know Faith-
ful, played by Ellie Anderson, 
before they both went into 
Vanity Fair. There, they were 
heckled by merchants, arrested 
by the crowd, and put on trial. 
In the court of the dishonorable 
Judge Cruelty, played by Jessa, 
Christian and Faithful were 
found guilty with the penalty of 

death. Faithful was selected to 
die first, and the crowd stabbed, 
stoned, whipped, and burned 
her for her beliefs. A short 
drink break allowed for Chris-
tian to be freed by Hopeful, 
played by Alle, and the two of 
them escaped Vanity Fair. After 
discussing some of the recent 
events that had occurred, they 
came to a fork in the road. Jessa 
made a return appearance as 
Flattery, and convinced the two 
to take the more relaxing path. 
This proved to be unfortunate 
for Christian and Hopeful, as 
they were promptly captured 
in Doubting Castle by the Giant 
Despair, voiced by Ettienne. 
The pilgrims remembered that 
the King would not go back on 
His promises, and used that 
fact to escape Doubting Castle, 
and complete the final leg of 
their journey to the Delectable 
Mountains. They were met by 

the shepherds Knowledge and 
Experience and their sheep, 
Shirley, Goodness, Mercy, and 
Grace. The shepherds were 
played by Ellie and Nolynn, 
and the sheep were played by 
Lala and the Leeper children. 
The shepherds straightened 
Christian and Hopeful out, and 
pointed them towards Beulah, 
played by Emily. Beulah wel-
comed the grims to her garden, 
and after a short rest, guided 
them to the river. Christian and 
Hopeful had to choose to cross 
the river and choose eternal 
life, or turn back. Hopeful was 
more willing to go in herself, 
but

Christian was pushed in. The 
two of them reached the other 
side of the river, and rested 
until the King returned. There 
was a glorious reunion in the 
Celestial City.

Drama Production
MICHAEL WHITE
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Faculty Family
ALICIA ANDERSON

The second semester 
Faculty Family event 
on March 5, 2022, was 
one for the books. All 
the “families” enjoyed 
an evening of fun, 
fellowship, and great 
food. For some of us, it 
was our last outing with 
our faculty families, 
which made it all the 
more special.
Mr. Short’s and Mr. 
Leeper’s groups went to 
Hokkaidos, where the 
staff was nice enough to 
let 20 rowdy kids deplete 
them of lots of sushi. 
It was my second time 
having sushi and I shared 

a sweet potato roll and 
an avocado peanut roll 
with Nevyn. I would 
absolutely recommend 
the sweet potato roll as 
it is the perfect blend of 
crunch, salt, sweet, and 
great flavors. All of us 
sat on a long table, just 
like the Last Supper, 
except nobody was being 
betrayed as we all just 
talked and had a good 
time together. After 
leaving the restaurant, 
we drove to Mr. Leeper’s 
house for dessert.
Personally, it was nice to 
have drinks and games. 
Some people went 

outside to play flashlight 
tag in the backyard 
while some of us stayed 
inside and enjoyed each 
other’s company with a 
side of fizzy drinks. Our 
combined group stayed 
at the Leeper’s house for 
a long time and only got 
back to SVA at 10 PM.
Mrs. White’s (English 
department) group 
went into downtown 
Harrisonburg. First, they 
went to eat at Qdoba. 
They had big burrito 
bowls, and Qdoba even 
offers Beyond Meat so 
that they could have 
more than just beans in 

their burrito bowls. After 
that, they went to Ruby’s 
Arcade for a fun night of 
duckpin bowling. They 
played pool, darts, ping 
pong, and even some 
vintage arcade games. 
Halfway through the 
evening, Pastor Harley’s 
prayer group also showed 
up. Each group was able 
to play games, order 
snacks, and bowl many 
strikes at Ruby’s Arcade. 
Before this, PH’s group 
had food at an Asian 
buffet, Kung Fu tea, and 
the mall.
Mrs. Dean and Mrs. 
White’s (business office) 

prayer groups ordered 
Chipotle online and 
gathered together in the 
library to eat together 
and watch a movie. After 
this, they ran around 
the Ad Building playing 
with Nerf guns. That’s 
not something you get 
to see every day! I think 
we should integrate daily 
Nerf battles into the 
regular school day, but 
that’s just my opinion.
The girls in Ms. Mohn’s 
prayer group all donned 
fancy dresses for a 
girls’ night out on the 
town. They went to the 
outstanding Vietnamese 

restaurant Thien An 
Pho for a fancy dinner, 
then went to her house 
and enjoyed each other’s 
company by talking and 
watching a movie.
Faculty family events 
are always something 
to look forward to, and 
this time around did not 
disappoint. I am slightly 
sad that it was my last 
time going out with my 
Faculty Family, but I 
know that I have made 
many good memories 
throughout my four years 
of these outings.
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Happy 
Birthday

July
1 Denver Hess

3 Caleb Roblero 

Melgar

6 Aleks Ullrich

9 Matthew Reedy

10 Olivia Patrick

12 Kylie Hsu/ Cristal 

Vergas-Mendoza/ Omaris 

Mercado

15 Ester Reyes

16 Alyssa Lopez/ 

Amaris Moreno/ Lora 

Moulder

18 Yuri Prudencio

20 Evelyn Ramirez-

Garcia

27 Rachel Charles

August
2 Avery Browne

5 Fionette King

6 Spencer Fairbank

11 Zachary Mace/

Danielle Maloney

13 Elijah Smith/ 

Alicia Anderson/Caleb 

Rivera

16 Aubrey Herbert

17 Aman Sudhaker

18 Abby Burks

19 Raquel GOmez

20 Kolby Goodwyn/ 

Kerrick Goodwyn

22 Nthan Onoffrey

25 Micah Shull

28 Anayah Garcia 

Lopez

29 Salome Tembo

September
5 Felicia Herrera

7 Nicholas Terrell

8 Evan Young

11 Eunice Sanchez-

Ramirez

12 Dulce Espinal

13 Noland Hernandez/

Leo Lam/ Reyna Kwak

15 Ariana Anderson

16 Jessica Palacios

21 Ann Goncalves/ 

Nathaniel Fairbank

22 Naomi 

Pakkianathan/ Alonso 

Sanchez

23 Hania Kantzer

25 Greving Sanchez-

Cruz

26 Anisa Phillip

27 Kylie Mitchell

SENIORS!
Congragulations, Seniors! We will miss you!

 - Nya Walker, Newspaper Editor


