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Faculty Family Vespers
TESSAH ZIMMERMAN

Faculty Family Vespers took 
place on the second Friday of 
November. This event is when 
all prayer groups have their 
own vespers or gatherings. Fac-
ulty Family leaders plan a meal 
and activities for their group 
to do at either their house or 
another special place. It is a 
great time to grow closer to the 
other people in the group.

I am in Ms. Wiedemann’s 
faculty family and we went to 
her house for the evening. That 
night we created charcuterie 
boards full of cheese, crackers, 
and fruit and had pasta to eat 
along with zucchini and green 
beans cooked in her brand new 
air fryer. Afterwards we had 
donuts and talked. It was so 
nice to catch up with everyone, 

especially because during the 
school day it is sometimes too 
busy to do so. In the end it was 
hard to leave because of how 
much of a good time we were 
having.

I was not the only one who 
had a fun time with my faculty 
family. Mrs. Dean’s group also 
had a good time at her house. 
Carrie White, who is a part of 
her group, said, “We ate corn 
chowder, bread, salad, quesa-
dillas, ice cream, and cookies. 
Then we played Pictionary for 
a while and it was really fun.”

Anisa Phillip and Anaiah 
McCalla are in Ms. Mohns’ 
prayer group. Their group went 
to Ariana Anderson’s house for 
the evening, where they made 
and ate cookies and smoothies, 

among other things. Afterwards 
they watched a movie called 
Joseph King of Dreams. Ani-
sa’s favorite part was making 
the cookies.

Mr. Lechler and his group 
spent the evening in his 
classroom feasting on Domi-
no’s pizza. They also watched 
God’s Not Dead which Zach 
Mace, who is a member of Mr. 
Lechler’s faculty family, liked it 
because of the spiritual lessons 
it included.

Mr. Leeper had fun with his 
group. They went to his house 
and ate several different types 
of soup and Mrs. Leeper’s 
homemade bread which she 
had prepared beforehand. After 
they finished eating, they spent 
time in the living room playing 

games, which the girls domi-
nated, according to Mr. Leeper. 
After they had played multiple 
rounds of games they spent the 
remaining time having conver-
sation with the whole group.

This faculty family event was 
a great night full of good food 
and fun activities for many 
groups. I especially appreciate 
the work that my group leader 
put into planning this event for 
all of the girls in my group. The 
food that she prepared was just 
what I needed at the end of a 
long week. My favorite part 
of any faculty family event is 
always the time we spend as a 
group talking about the most 
random subjects and laugh-
ing together. This night was 
no different and I feel that my 

group grew closer through our 
conversations about everything 
from family to Dolly Parton. I 
am definitely looking forward 
to the next Faculty Family 
Event in March.
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Soccer Tournament
JOSE ROBLERO

DIVISION 1!! After winning 
Division II last year, SVA Stars 
advanced to Division I. They 
left on Tuesday, November 1, 
and arrived late at night. The 
next day they had a game in 
the morning and the team was 
very excited and couldn’t wait 
for the game.

Game day arrived and the 
boys were nervous. They didn’t 
know what to expect; this was 
a different level than what they 
were used to; however, they 
could definitely match them. 
They arrived to practice early. 

The first game started pretty 
well, but it began to go down-
hill and ended with a losing 
score for SVA, 5-0. The boys 
were not as motivated as they 
were at the beginning. Lucas 
ended up injured and suffered 
a concussion. Other players got 
cramps or they got hurt. The 
next game started and the Stars 
were not sure if they could beat 
this team. Doubts were on the 
minds of some players. The 
first half ended with the Stars 
down 3-0. However, in the 
second half, the Stars were able 
to score a goal, assisted by Jose 

Roblero and scored by Juampi 
Bauduco. Goalkeeper Joseph 
Pelote was able to keep us in 
the game, having multiple saves 
that could have been a goal. 
Later in the game they almost 
scored a second goal. With 
this boost of encouragement, 
they had some confidence to 
win the next game. Thankfully 
there were no major injuries in 
this game.

This tournament used a 
point system instead of elimi-
nation rounds, so SVA still had 
a chance to get second place. 

The third and last game start-
ed. SVA had good control of 
the game and it was going well 
for them. In the middle of first 
half, Jose Roblero gave another 
assist, but this time to Malachi 
Foote. The score was 1-0. This 
was enough for SVA to reach 
second place.

At the end of first half Jose 
Roblero suffered a hit on his 
knee. It didn’t seem like it was 
going to really affect him; how-
ever, as he entered the second 
half, it looked like the hit in 
his knee was something more 

than they thought. Jose was out 
of the match. Throughout the 
second half, the opposing team 
were able to score two more 
goals. SVA desperately tried to 
score one more goal to tie the 
game. Unfortunately, the score 
stayed at 2-1, with the opposing 
team taking the win.

During the award ceremony, 
Joseph Pelote (who was able to 
save the team from multiple 
possible goals) and Jose Roble-
ro (who was able to control the 
center field and was able to dis-
tribute the ball very well, and 

gave both assists) were award-
ed with the All Tournament 
plaque. The team now returned 
home without a trophy and 
with two injured players, but 
with a conviction that they 
could take the first place trophy 
next year.
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Barn Party
REBECCA REIS

As fall creeps around the 
corner, so does the nostalgic 
SVA event; SA Barn Party. Stu-
dents spend days, and some 
even weeks, preparing for the 
classic fall event. It is possibly 
the only time of year when 
seeing a giant toothpaste and 
toothbrush, and even a group 
of giant Christmas trees, is 
completely normal. Students 
line up at a booth and collect 
their treasured tickets. Pump-
kins and hay are lined up 
against the barn doors. Booths 
are set up with food and games. 
A group of string instrument 
players are playing classic fall 
folk tunes. The air is cool and 
everything feels right.

As the students walk into the 
barn, they are hit with the dif-
ficult decision; what to do with 
their tickets? There are so many 
options, from boba and pizza 
at the senior booth; walking 
tacos, baked goods, and soda 
from the junior booth; pretzels 
and cider from the sophomore 

booth; and corn from the 
freshman booth. Perhaps they 
would rather use their tickets 
for launching a pie into Dean 
Collin’s or Dean Roseval’s face 
at the writing club booth, or 
maybe getting their faces paint-
ed at the girls’ club booth. Some 
choose to hitch their friends, 
a fun activity that consists of 
zip-tying people to each other 
for a desired amount of time. 
With so many great options, it 
is difficult to choose!

After a while of fraternizing 
with friends in the barn, it is 
now time for the much antici-
pated hayrides. Students line up 
for the classic fall activity. The 
short tour of campus in a hay-
ride is definitely a barn party 
staple. As groups of students 
are enjoying their time on the 
hayride, others are pondering 
how many Starburst candies 
could possibly be in a single 
jar. Some

students stare and form strat-
egies, while others just blurt out 
a random number. In the end, 
Mia Rivera is deemed victori-
ous, and she wins the whole jar 
of candy for herself.

As the barn party rolls on, 
it becomes time for the much 
awaited costume contest. Stu-
dents line up and walk down 
the aisle, showing off their 
funny and interesting cos-
tumes. Although it is a hard 
decision to make, the judges 
manage to come up with three 
winners. For the best single 
costume, Karla Rosas wins in 
her beautiful mushroom cos-
tume. For the best duo, Dean 
Muriel and Candela win in 
their handmade toothbrush 
and toothpaste costumes. For 
the best group costumes, a 
group of bananas wins. It was 
a tough competition. Congrat-
ulations to all the well-deserved 
winners!
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Church Campout
ELLIE ANDERSON

The New Market SDA 
Church has a beloved yearly 
tradition of holding a church 
campout at Highland Retreat 
for one weekend in the fall. 
The campout began Friday 
night, October 14, when many 
church members packed their 
bags and headed to the camp. 
Everyone came together for a 
worship thought and songs on 
Friday before they retired for 
the night. This year, there was 
even a human tic tac toe com-
petition with Bible questions 
for part of worship.

Sabbath morning, Sabbath 
school programs are held for 
every age. This year, our own 
Daniel Biaggi led out in a 
youth Sabbath school that was 
enjoyed by all. Many SVA dorm 
students and church members 
who had not camped were able 
to come to Highland Retreat 
for church and stay for the 
afternoon. The morning was 

very enjoyable – full of singing 
and Christian fellowship out in 
nature. After church, a potluck 
was set up and a very long line 
of hungry people soon formed. 
I personally thought the food 
was exceptionally delicious 
with everything from noodles, 
to Big Franks, to casseroles, and 
many other potluck staples.

After lunch, some students 
and church members worked 
on crafts. Others took walks 
in nature, or played on the 
playground nearby, while still 
others were content to sit and 
talk under the colorful trees. 
Although most of the SVA 
dorm students had to leave 
in the late afternoon, the fun 
did not leave with them. After 
supper and worship, the little 
meeting area at the camp was 
transformed into a mini coun-
try-style fair. There were all 
sorts of classic games like the 
ring toss, tractor pull, cowboy/

cowgirl costume contest, corn 
hole, “horse” races, and more. 
The spectators even enjoyed 
s’mores as they watched the fes-
tivities. After a wonderful eve-
ning of fun, everyone headed 
back to his or her cabin for a 
good night’s rest.

The next morning, the gen-
tlemen got up early to cook 
breakfast for the ladies. We 
enjoyed the breakfast very 
much before everyone packed 
up camp and headed for home. 
During this weekend, I was 
reminded of what a special 
church family I belong to, and 
I would not change that for the 
world.

NACA Volleyball Tournament
EMMA CUELLAR

This year our girls’ volleyball 
team participated at the Nation-
al Association of Christian 
Athletes volleyball tournament. 
Our volleyball trip started off 
with a car ride to Tennessee, 
which was about seven and a 
half hours. Arriving late in the 
evening of Tuesday, October 
25, we were ready to get rest to 
prepare for the next day. The 
house we stayed at was quite 
nice, having six queen-sized 
bunk beds in which the team 
got to sleep in. There was also 
a ping-pong table and a board 
for playing darts, both of which 
we took advantage of when we 
had free time. In the backyard 
of the house, we had access to 
a dock which served as a spot 
of relaxation. From the dock I 
could see the still Chickamauga 
Lake and the ground covered 
in leaves of fall colors. Being 
able to come back to this home 
after games made the trip very 
enjoyable, at least for me.

When we weren’t spending 
time at the house, we were 
busy preparing or playing in 
volleyball games. Out of the 
six games we played, there were 
two memorable games for the 
team, one of them which we 

lost and the other which we 
won. The thing that made these 
games so special was that we 
kept a good attitude and sup-
ported each other, whether we 
were winning or losing. Before 
the game that we won, we sang 
a song that helped us express 
how blessed we were to be 
playing with other Christian 
athletes and glorifying God 
through our athletic abilities.

Going to NACA was a really 
enjoyable experience for me 
and the team. Throughout the 
trip, we did not only focus on 
volleyball but making lasting 
memories. We got to play the 
sport that we love, take a break 
from school, and spend time 
with each other.
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Handbells are a somewhat 
obscure instrument. Outside 
of the Adventist school system, 
bells are not a frequent topic 
of conversation in the music 
world. So perhaps to bring 
some more awareness about 
handbells, RingFest was cre-
ated. This is an event in which 
bell choirs from across the 
country are invited to come 
together and practice sev-
eral pieces, with the help of 
acclaimed clinicians, in prepa-
ration for a final concert. SVA 
has participated in this event 
for many years, and on the 
morning October 25, our bell 
choir packed up a mini bus 
and headed out toward Toledo, 
Ohio.

After several hours of driv-
ing, a stop at Subway, and lots 
of napping, we arrived at our 
first hotel. Most of us ate our 
supper of pizza, and hung out 
in the hotel until bedtime. The 
next morning we left bright 
and early to go to our first 

performance at Worthington 
Adventist Academy. We played 
some of our more polished 
bells repertoire, as well as some 
other instrument solos. Our 
audience seemed to be appre-
ciative, and the principal of the 
school provided us with lunch. 
Afterwards we persuaded Mr. 
Biaggi to take us sightseeing 
around Old Worthington. We 
stopped at a boba shop, and, in 
spite of the cold, went to a local 
ice cream place as well. Then 
we got on the road again, this 
time to go to the church where 
RingFest is held. Upon arriving 
that evening, we unpacked the 
bells supplies and set up in the 
church. Then we got supper 
and headed to our hotel. This 
year I was pleasantly surprised 
to find that the hotel was much 
nicer than the one we’ve stayed 
at in previous years. 

Thursday morning the real 
work began. We started off 
the day with some ice breaker 
games, and then were intro-

duced to the clinicians. This 
year they were the handbells 
conductor, Martha Matthews, 
and the most well-known bell 
music composer in the world, 
Kevin McChesney. That first 
day we worked hard at improv-
ing all our pieces. Martha Mat-
thews and Kevin McChesney 
have very different teaching 
styles, but I learned some good 
things from both of them. After 
spending all day practicing, 
most of us were pretty tired. 
However, we still had evening 
activities to do! While the Fes-
tival Choir, a group composed 
of the best students from each 
bell choir, rehearsed, everyone 
else went to the mall. This year 
the Festival Choir was con-
ducted by SVA alumnus Emily 
White, and Anisa Phillip was 
chosen to represent SVA in the 
choir. The rest of us hung out at 
the mall until it began to close, 
then returned to the hotel.

Friday consisted of more 
rehearsals, photoshoots, 
and workshops. As evening 
approached, we began to pre-
pare for the final concert. Since 
a dozen schools were there, 
finding room in the bathrooms 
to change was a challenge. We 
eventually got all dressed up in 
our performance attire, took 
more pictures, and waited for 
the concert to begin. The eve-
ning was spectacular! Over-
all the pieces sounded pretty 
decent, and for one of them 
Kevin McChesney was so con-
fident in us that he just stopped 
conducting in the middle of the 
song! After the finale there was 
a standing ovation, and we did 
an additional section of one of 
the songs as an encore. There 
were lots of smiles and laughter, 
and I as a senior teared up a bit 
at the realization that this was 
the last time I’d get to perform 
in RingFest. After some clos-
ing remarks, everyone began to 
pack up. Several SVA students 

got pictures and autographs 
from the clinicians, and then 
RingFest 2022 was over.

On Sabbath morning, we 
left to perform at the Ephesus 
and Eastwood churches. After 
that final afternoon concert, we 
could finally relax. We set up 
our sleeping quarters (in the 
gym and cafeteria of Eastwood 
Junior Academy), and went on 
a walk to the nearby river. The 
trees were gorgeous in various 
autumn shades of yellow and 
orange, and the setting sun 
sparkled in the icy cold creek. 
Supper was provided for us by 
the mother and grandmother of 
Alex and Emma Cuellar, which 
we all enjoyed. Afterwards we 
convinced Mr. Biaggi to take us 
on a trip to Walmart. Some of 
us picked up some supplies that 
we needed, and others bought 
some games and snacks for 
later that night. When we got 
back, some of us played bas-
ketball in the gym, and others 
did karaoke with Mr. Cedric. 

Eventually we all agreed to sit 
in a circle and play a card game 
with various questions for the 
group to answer. I enjoyed it a 
lot because we learned many 
new things about each other, 
Mr. Biaggi, and Mr. Cedric. 
It felt like we were closer as a 
group after that. We went to 
bed near midnight, and woke 
up around 8:00 the next morn-
ing. The Cuellars made another 
delicious meal for us, and sent 
us on our way. We stopped at 
a couple of beautiful parks for 
hikes on the way home. We 
arrived back at school close 
to 9:30, and although we were 
tired, I think we had all had a 
wonderful trip. This was my 
third time at RingFest, and I’m 
happy to say that it was easily 
my favorite. It will definitely be 
an occasion that I’ll look back 
on fondly for a long time.

Ringfest
ALLE JACKSON

GHRoW Vespers
CAMI PRUDENCIO

The GHRoW Scholars at 
SVA were invited by one of 
the founders of GHRoW, 
Tony Williams, to join him 
at the Mashburn’s Farm for a 
special vespers on November 
18. The scholars were able to 
bring along one other friend, 
and together everyone loaded 
the buses to head for the farm. 
When we arrived at the barn, 
we were welcomed by Dr. and 
Mrs. Mashburn, the owners of 
the farm, as well as their friend-
ly dog. All of the students were 
glad to see that the barn was 
heated because that night was 
especially cold.

The vespers started with 
a song service by Mr. Leeper 
and Dr. Mashburn, and then we 
watched a promotional video 
about the GHRoW Foundation. 
We were able to learn a little 
bit more about the history of 
GHRoW, and how much it has 
made a difference in the lives of 
SVA students. The speaker for 
the night was Callie Williams 
Buruchara, Tony Williams’s 
daughter. Mrs. Callie is an 
excellent speaker who travels 
around the country giving spir-
itual talks to the youth in the 

church. She spoke to us about 
the story of the Prodigal Son 
from the Bible, and how just 
like the father in the story, God 
will always accept us even after 
all of the mistakes we make.

Afterwards, we were able to 
roast marshmallows with the 
heaters to make smores and 
drink hot chocolate. We had 
fun just being able to talk with 
our friends, as well as getting 
to know several people on the 
GHRoW board. I talked with 
Mr. Williams, and he told my 
group some stories about his 
time here at SVA and gave 
some life lessons for us as well. 
Salome Tembo and Rebecca 
Reis said, “It was an amazing 
experience to bring friends 
over to see what the GHRoW 
Foundation does for the SVA 
students and how it helps us 
financially and also spiritually. 
It was also nice to be able to 
meet some of the people who 
are involved with GHRoW.” 
Anaiah McCalla said, “It was 
fun to see the alumni reminisce 
and tell about their experiences 
at SVA. I also got a few take-
aways from the story of the 
prodigal son. It was a really 

great night and I can’t wait for 
the next event.” This was one 
of the first events that GHRoW 
has done this year, and we are 
excited to have some more 
events in the months to come 
because we all had a great time. 
Zach Mace said, “The GHRoW 
vespers was a lot of fun and a 
memorable experience.”
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NHS Outing
AVERY BROWNE

On October 22, 2022, 
National Honor Society (NHS) 
had its first outing of the year. 
The NHS officers had worked 
really hard to plan this event. 
With everyone dressed in peak 
fall fashion, we set off to the 
Zimmermans’ house, where 
Mr. and Mrs. Zimmerman 
were gracious enough to allow 
us to use their gorgeous land 
and host us for our first outing. 
When we got to the beautiful 

house, it seemed like a scene 
out of a movie. Many people 
were running around playing 
games like cornhole, dog chas-
ing, and of course taking naps 
from all the long and hard work 
we had done in the past week. 
I went around interviewing 
people during the outing about 
how much they liked it and 
what their favorite part about 
it was.

Shortly after arrival, we had 
the food set up. The food was 
great and included hotdogs, 
vegetables, chips, apple cider, 
and desserts. Everyone ate so 
much food and got to roast hot-
dogs over the fire to give them 
a smoky flavor. After eating, 
we got our pictures taken by 
NHS historian Avery Browne 
on a decorative bench. It had 
pumpkins and lights all around 
it, adding to the aesthetics of 

fall. We then relaxed around 
the campfire and sang fun old-
timey songs. When the sun 
began to set, we ran up the huge 
hill as fast as we could on the 
side of the house and got to see 
the sunset from a mountainous 
view. It truly was an amazing 
experience.

During the sunset, our NHS 
pastor Emma Cuellar gave a 
very inspiring message about 
the power of service. She spoke 

on the ways to go about serving 
others and the importance of 
filling yourself up in order to 
allow Jesus to flow through you. 
When the sun was finally set, 
we ran, spun, and skipped back 
down the hill to the fire. To the 
surprise of many of us, the 
Zimmermans had s’mores for 
us to roast over the fire. Many 
people thought of themselves 
as professional s’mores-mak-
ers which is always great to see. 

We finished the night under the 
stars admiring God’s beautiful 
creation.

ROK Vespers
ZACH MACE

The fall ROK vespers is put 
on by the ROK association and 
they always get good speakers. 
But even though the speakers 
are amazing, we get to enjoy pie 
afterwards. This year’s speaker 
has been my favorite. David 
Woods spoke and he told us his 
testimony first and then told us 
about some of his missionary 
stories. In my opinion, there is 
nothing like good missionary 
stories to start off the Sabbath. 
I really enjoyed how the sto-
ries he told us had a recurring 
theme. This theme was no 
challenge is too great for God 
and all we need to do is pray 
about it.

My favorite story started off 
with Mr. David telling us that 
families usually kept babies in a 
small, separate area surround-
ed by a big net to keep them 
safe from diseases. On this 
particular night, the mother of 
the family staying with them 
in Africa had the baby beside 
her bed. In the middle of the 
night she woke to a sound and 
to her dismay saw a man trying 
to break through the barred 
window. She awoke the rest of 
the house’s occupants and Mr. 
David was not sure what to do. 
The first thing they tried was 

to take pictures of them. When 
they did, this the crooks just 
proceeded to keep sawing the 
bars but ducked their bodies 
below the window. Next the 
crooks were trying to break in 
through to the patio and even-
tually they did when a bigger 
guy stuck a bar in the lock and 
broke it off. Their next method 
of defense was Mr. David 
getting behind the door with 
pepper spray. As soon as two of 
the goons came running for the 
door, he opened it and sprayed 
them in the face! Unfortunate-
ly, some of it also blew back in 
his face. After that the crooks 
started grabbing objects to 
break through the glass. Anoth-
er man in the house suggested 
they pray and as soon as they 
did, it was silent. He said that 
the crooks had drugged two of 
their three dogs and the third 
must have woken up. Seconds 
later some neighbors that had 
been called showed up and 
with them they brought the 
police. The police fired a shot-
gun to let the crooks know not 
to come back. It was just really 
cool to hear that as soon as they 
prayed, all was silent.

Another fascinating thing 
about him is that Mr. David 
Woods is a graduate of SVA. 
He actually went to SVA just 
a few years before my mom, 
and they were able to chit chat 
and talk about good old SVA 
memories. After the vespers, 
we were able to enjoy pumpkin 
and apple pies along with hot 
chocolate and cider. While we 
snacked, we had the opportuni-
ty to enjoy the night sky while 
standing around campfires and 
talking with friends and family.
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SA Banquet
SALOME TEMBO

SVA’s Student Association 
(SA) has an annual holiday 
banquet. The banquet takes 
months of preparation. 
This year’s SA officers 
Naomi Coreas and I had the 
opportunity to take charge 
of the event, with the help 
of our amazing SA officers, 
supervisors, and parent 
association. The banquet took 
place on Sunday, November 
20, 2022. This year’s theme 
was the Red Carpet. The 
banquet was located at four 
different venues.
A few days before the 
banquet, we had a dress check 
for both the ladies and the 
guys. Dress check is where we 
wear our banquet outfits and 
get them approved, usually 
by the dorm deans. This is an 
opportunity to make sure our 
outfits are within the dress 
code and don’t need to be 

changed. Dress check in the 
girls’ dorm is always a nervous 
experience because you never 
know if your dress will be 
approved or not, and to make 
the situation worse, there’s 
always an audience of girls 
witnessing everything. On 
the other hand, we get to see 
everyone’s beautiful dresses.
My Sunday started as it always 
does. I woke up, got ready, 
did some homework, then 
went to brunch. Right after 
brunch, I had to make my 
way to the church with Naomi 
for Journey to Bethlehem 
practice. Immediately after 
practice, we rushed back 
to the dorms to get ready 
for the banquet. Since my 
sophomore year, I’ve always 
enjoyed getting ready for 
the banquet because it’s an 
amazing experience to get 
ready with your friends and 

spend some time together. 
Most of the girls, including 
myself, took about three hours 
to get ready. When I arrived 
at the dorms I had a shower, 
accompanied by music in the 
background, and then I began 
to do my makeup and hair, 
then I got dressed. Although I 
enjoyed getting ready for the 
banquet, it was very stressful 
because I was running out of 
time, which made me get very 
anxious. At every banquet, 
the girls’ dates escort them 
to the buses from the girls’ 
dorm, usually from 3:00 pm 
to 3:45 pm. At 4:00 pm when 
everyone was done and on 
the buses, we proceeded to 
our first two venues of the 
night, Beyond restaurant and 
Taj of India. Both places had 
mouth-watering food. I dined 
at Beyond and all I can say 
is, the food was spectacular! 

We had veggie sushi, veggie 
rolls, well-prepared rice, 
and noodles, as well as two 
different tofu dishes seasoned 
to perfection. To end the night 
on a good note, we also had 
three different desserts.
After having dinner, we 
headed to our third location 
of the night…an arcade! 
This was a surprise which 
everyone enjoyed. The arcade 
was located at Massanutten 
resort. When I first walked 
into the arcade my mind was 
blown; it was just so awesome. 
There were so many lights and 
games everywhere. It made 
me incredibly happy to see 
the joy on people’s faces as 
they walked in as well. There 
was a variety of arcade games, 
from motorbikes to bowling, 
and basketball. “The vibe was 
unbelievable; the girls were all 
in their pretty outfits playing 

games like snowboarding 
and shooting basketballs,” 
explained Tabor Parker.
Following the amazing night 
at the arcade, we made our 
way back to SVA’s new gym 
lobby, where we had our last 
event of the night. SA put a 
long red carpet and a red-
carpet backdrop, where the 
students had the opportunity 
to take gorgeous pictures in 
their outfits. The students 
were allowed to walk the red 
carpet. SA supervisors and 
parents’ association gave out 
goody bags prepared by the 
SA officers and Mr. Leeper’s 
worker Anaiah McCalla. 
I really had a good time 
on the red carpet because 
the relaxing Jazz music in 
the background and the 
chattering from the crowd 
really emphasized the red-
carpet theme. To add to the 

red-carpet theme, SA worked 
with the parents’ association 
to work as paparazzi. We 
asked the students a bunch 
of questions while they were 
walking down the carpet 
and we also took a bunch of 
pictures. We had the amazing 
opportunity of having Mrs. 
Short take all the lovely 
pictures. At the end of the 
night, all the students said 
goodbye to their dates and 
headed back to the dorm for 
some restful sleep. Overall, 
the banquet was a success; 
we believe everyone had 
an enjoyable night with 
delicious food, a variety of 
entertainment, and gorgeous 
pictures.
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Happy 
Birthday
January

1 Emma Davis

2 Sarita Sanchez

5 Emma Cuellar/ 

Mason Lowe/ Marcos 

Torres Lovera

6 Ashley Hernandez 

Martinez

7 Kelsey Quintiana/ 

Eliana Sanchez

9 Lucas Ferraz

13 Michael White

18 Esther-Gaye 

Rapley

20 Jianan He

22 Cheralyn Riley

27 Caleb Romero

February
3 Zion Calvin/ 

Grace Tolbert

4 Alandra Dahlberg

8 Tori Zimmerman

9 Juliana Mendez/ 

Anna Short

10 Justin Shin

12 Ajani Shaw

13 Joseph Franco/ 

Kevin Guzman

14 Genesis Roland

17 Joseph Pelote/ 

Jonathan Pelote

18 Roger Guillen

19 Layla Moguel/ 

Jordan Rivera

21 Erica Lopez-

Montano

28 Jack Mendez

29 Luis Ac Frigueroa

March
1 Emily Grace Freitas

10 Kristiana Hoffman

11 Hannah Lucas

12 Samantha Trigo

14 Colten Hartman

16 Abigail Moore

19 Tessah Zimmerman

22 Katelyn Pacylowski

23 Jaylin Villatoro

24 Frank Chavez-

Ventura

27 Carla Rosas-

Carcamo

28 Mia Rivera

31 Sienna Dauer

SHOUT-OUTS!
To Everyone at SVA: If you want us to publish your shout-outs, 

email 
them to nya.walker@svasda.org or text them to 240-261-8666

 - Nya Walker, Newspaper Editor


