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SA Picnic
CEIRY FLORES

This year’s Picnic came 
a week later than normal. 
On September 7, eager 
high school students were 
getting off the bus onto 
Camp Horizon grounds. 
Elsy Kersey, our Student 
Association pastor, start-
ed us off with worship, 
which was followed by 
an itinerary for the day. 
Our first game, the mega-
lithic ball race, required 
each class to have eight 
students who were going 
to run with a 10-pound 
ball around a lake. Many 
students were a little con-
fused by the instructions, 
but the freshmen were not. 
They took first place in the 
very first game. Next up 
was the great canoe race. 
This year, people were 

really entertained by those 
attempting to canoe and 
paddle with their hands. 
Many canoes flipped over, 
and people fell into the 
water, and accidentally 
drank some too. Despite 
all these distractions, the 
seniors put their heads 
together and managed to 
get first place. This led to 
more class on class activ-
ities. Tug of war was the 
most intense of them all. 
To my surprise, the fresh-
men came through and 
beat the juniors AND the 
sophomores. Later we held 
the swimming relay and 
famous belly flop in the 
pool. This part of Picnic 
brings much excitement to 
people, mostly because we 
are anxious for our own 

class to win. At the end, 
Mr. Lowe and Mr. Leeper 
showed the school their 
amazing belly flop skills. I 
gave it a 100/10.

After we did our class-
on-class activities, we 
had the ever-popular hot 
dogs with baked beans 
and chips. We were able 
to enjoy our lunch in the 
shade and talk with our 
friends. After lunch was 
mainly free time. Many 
students were in the 
pool playing volleyball 
and having fun on the 
diving board. When it 
was my turn to jump off 
the diving board, Kevin 
Ruiz, a senior, said to full 
send and I did, literal-
ly. Unfortunately, I have 

never really dived before, 
so in my attempt, I ended 
up putting my hands out 
like I saw everyone else do, 
and landed on the water 
with my face. It was quite 
entertaining.

While the pool was open 
and people were playing 
sports, each class was 
painting their class banner. 
Each banner uniquely rep-
resented their class as a 
whole. The juniors did the 
best work of all and won 
first place. The day ended 
with the overall scores of 
each class and the senior 
class won! Overall, SA 
picnic was a lot of fun and I 
think I was a huge success. 
Everyone enjoyed time at 
Camp Horizons, and we 

are certainly grateful to the 
SA members and sponsors 
who helped organize this 
event.

Upcoming 
Events

December
15-17 Semester Exams

17-Jan. 3 Christmas Break

January
4 Begin 2nd  

Semester

8-9 Leadership 
Retreat

9 Faculty Family

16 SA Event

17 NHS Induction/
Principal’s Brunch

18-22 Student Led 
Week of Prayer

24 Career Day

27-31 Homeleave

Feburary
14 Boys’ and Girls’ 

Club Event

27 Talent Show

March
6 Class Parties/ 

Outreach Ministries

10-22 Mission Trip

11-22 Spring Break 

29-April 2 2nd Week 
of Prayer

April
2-3 30-Hour Famine

8-10 Potomach 
Conference Music 

Festival

11 Junior/Senior 
Banquet

15 Senior Tree 
Planting

16-17 Aluumni 
Weekend

18 ACT-All Juniors

21-25 Homleave
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Senior Survival 
KATIE DAVIS

On Wednesday, 
August 26, the class of 
2021 packed themselves 
and their belongings 
into the SVA bus and 
headed to Camp Hori-
zon. No one knew what 
to expect from this 
Senior Survival but they 
anticipated what team 
they were on and what 
kind of activities they 
would do. When they 
got there, they saw that 
they would be sleeping 
outdoors and would 

have to build their shel-
ter with tarps, duct tape, 
and stakes. Many seniors 
had brought hammocks 
to sleep on and built a 
canopy over them. The 
others built their shelter 
with the supplies provid-
ed by PH and the great 
outdoors.

After each camp made 
their own fire and cooked 
their breakfast, they 
headed up to Agape Hill 
for some spiritual sur-

vival. The seniors read 
a chapter in The Great 
Controversy every day. 
They focused specifical-
ly on the last few chap-
ters about Jesus’ Second 
Coming. Reading and 
discussing Jesus’ Second 
Coming in The Great 
Controversy opened 
seniors’ eyes and hearts 
to the reality of it and 
the hope we have. Pastor 
Shane, Pastor Buzz, and 
Peter all came to Camp 
Horizon during Spiritu-

al Survival and talked to 
the seniors about each of 
the chapters.

The senior class was 
split up into three teams: 
Team A, Team B, and 
Team C. Team members 
were specifically chosen 
so that you would be 
with classmates that you 
did not hang out with 
often. Each team would 
participate in activities 
and study nature togeth-
er. These team-build-
ing activities had both 

practical and spiritual 
lessons. The activities 
also provided a bond-
ing experience for team 
members. The seniors 
had fun doing the activ-
ities, even though some 
were injured doing 
them.

This year was a little 
different than most 
because there was a hur-
ricane that was expect-
ed to hit Friday night 
through Sabbath. All the 

seniors packed up their 
stuff and headed for 
shelter. The girls stayed 
in a cabin while the guys 
stayed on the floor of the 
cafeteria. To open up 
the Sabbath, the seniors 
sang praises to God and 
heard Peter speak about 
the end times.

On Sabbath, the 
seniors woke up to a 
surprise of having cin-
namon rolls for break-
fast made by the staff. 
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Sophomore Class Party
ELLIE ANDERSON

On the night of August 29, 
nerves and anticipation were 
high as all classes (except the 
Seniors) started their class 
parties and elections. The 
sophomores gathered in the 
cafeteria in a circle. Every-
one was in casual dress and 
seemed very pleased to be 
out of the usual everyday 
uniform. The room was 
abuzz with laughter and 
happy chatter. Around 7:45, 
Mr. Hsu, one of our class 
sponsors, led out in sun-
down worship. He passed 
around some song sheets 
and everyone enjoyed con-
tributing to the singing.

After we had closed the 
Sabbath, it was time for 
class elections. Each poten-
tial officer was called up, one 
after the other, to give short 
speeches about his or her 
reason for running for office 
and goals for this year. After 
many inspiring speeches, 

everyone voted and spread 
out to play games and hang 
out while Mr. Hsu and Ms. 
De Abreu counted the votes. 
The cafeteria noise level rose 
as Uno games intensified and 
giant checker pieces became 
weapons. The hustle and 
bustle came to an end once 
our sponsors called us back 
to the circle to hear the win-
ners of the election. There 
were two ties, however, so we 
had to revote on President 
and Vice-President. While 
these votes were counted, 
we enjoyed ice cream sand-
wiches (and popsicles for the 
vegans).

Finally, the votes were 
counted and the sopho-
more class officers were 
announced: Kristiana 
Hoffman (President), Ellie 
Anderson (Vice President), 
Emma Davis (Secretary), Leo 
Lam (Sergeant-at-Arms), 
Juliana Mendez (Treasurer), 

Chris Reyes (Village Sen-
ator), Joey Franco (Boys’ 
Dorm Senator), Alle Jack-
son (Girls’ Dorm Senator), 
and Emma Cuellar (Pastor). 
Then, Emma Cuellar, our 
newly elected class pastor, 
had prayer for us before we 
cleaned up and headed home 
or to the dorms.

Soccer Season 2020
IGNACIO LIZARRAGA

This year SVA had the priv-
ilege to open up in person 
for the school year, despite 
the fact that there are a lot of 
schools that closed in person 
classes due to COVID-19. 
For the soccer players, that 
means that there was going 
to be a soccer season. Last 
year the soccer team went 
Division 1 at the NACA 
Tournament for the first time 
in SVA history. This year 
was supposed to be an even 
better season with hopes of 
going all the way. The team 
only lost three starters from 
last year and had new good 
people come in, so there was 
a lot of optimism for the new 
season.

Tryouts were held on 
August 17 and 18 with a new 
coach, Coach Thompson. 
Coach Jedamski decided to 
step away since it was not 
guaranteed that there would 
be a season and coaching 
takes a lot of time from his 
work schedule. The team was 
finalized on August 30 and 
practices started the next 
Monday. We were told that 
most of the season would be 
a practice season, although 
there could be a chance to go 
to NACA Tournament, since 
NACA decided that they 
were going to follow through 
with the tournament. Now it 
was up to the SVA board to 
decide whether they would 
let us go or not.

The NACA Tournament, 
held on October 27-30, is a 
Christian-organized tourna-
ment where teams from all 
over the country come and 
play. The tournament is for 
men’s soccer teams and for 
women’s volleyball teams. 
It is a good experience for 
players, as it teaches a lot 
about discipline and good 

sportsmanship. Players get to 
meet a lot of different people 
from different backgrounds 
and interact with people that 
they so not always get along, 
with but this gives a chance 
to show a Godlike attitude. 
There are also scouts there 
that give players the oppor-
tunity to show off their skills 
and potentially be offered 
a scholarship to colleges, 
which can be life changing.

I have personally gone to 
the NACA tournament two 
years: my freshman year with 
Spencerville and my junior 
year with SVA. They were 
both great experiences and I 
was able to meet a lot of new 
people. I was also able to play 
against some great compe-
tition that pushed me indi-
vidually to become a better 
player and push the team to 
become a better team. I also 
learned more about God, as 
we had worship every night 
and thanked God for letting 
us be able to attend. Overall, 
the event is beneficial both 
physically and spiritually as 
it impacts both aspects of 
our life.

We knew the chances of 
us going to NACA this year 
were slim but we still main-
tained the hope of going, as 
we felt we have something to 
prove. However, even after 
all our effort, we were told 
that we would not be attend-
ing NACA this year. It was 
very disappointing to hear 
this because we had been 
practicing hard every day 
in order to be ready for the 
tournament. It is sad that we 
were not able to attend, espe-
cially for the seniors. It is the 
last opportunity we will ever 
get to be part of this special 
event. Most of the starters 
of the team are seniors and 

were sad when we found out. 
It would have been nice to go 
but now we must focus on 
improving individually and 
prepare for the future.

For me personally, and I 
know for my other senior 
teammates, it has been a 
pleasure to play soccer at 
SVA. We have learned a lot 
of valuable lessons, enjoyed 
a lot of great moments, 
and made many memories. 
Overall, the soccer team will 
continue to get better and 
better as the years progress 
and I cannot wait to see what 
the future holds.
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Five Questions With Mr. Hsu
HANIA KANTZER

1. Who is the first 
person you remember 
talking to on campus?

Elsy came and start-
ed talking to me as if 
she had known me her 
whole life. She intro-
duced herself and made 
a good impression on 
me as a friendly student.

2. What are 2 things 
you pray about most 
often? 

-Family, especially 
my girls, that my two 
daughters will grow up 
and become great young 
women

- My students, espe-
cially ones who are 
struggling

3. What are 3 things 
that surprised you about 
SVA? 

-Cafeteria food! I look 
forward to lunch every 
day because the food is 
so great and so healthy.

- The work program 
and how every student 
has to work. That was a 
nice surprise, but it also 
means that students are 
a lot busier than I am 
used to.

- Staff meetings are 
only once a month.

4. What are 4 tips for 
students in your classes?

-Be prepared with all 
your materials

-Pay attention

-Finish homework

- Study your textbook

5. What are 5 things 
that make you happy?

-Acts of kindness between 
students

-Mowing my lawn

-Having free time to spend 
with family

- Christmas lights in my 
neighborhood

- All the support we had 
for Operation Christmas 
Child

The girls’ dorm retreat 
was a relaxing weekend. 
The dorm girls were glad 
that village students were 
able to stay with them for 
the weekend. It began on 
Friday, October 9, when all 
of the girls gathered on front 
campus and played games 
while we waited for dinner 
to start. The theme for the 
dinner was a “tea party,” so 
there were cucumber and 
cream cheese sandwiches, 
cheese and crackers, chips 
and hummus, and a salad. 
We all ate in the cafeteria.

After dinner was over and 
all the girls put their things 
in the gym for the sleepover, 
Mrs. Leeper gave our talk for 
vespers. She spoke about her 
story of healing and it was 
really inspirational. After-
wards, we had popcorn, 
pretzels, and apple cider as 
a snack while the senior girls 
did a question-and-answer 
session. When all of this was 
done, we went to bed.

Around 7:30 on Sabbath 
morning, Dean Powell woke 
us up with music coming 
from the speakers. Soon 
after, breakfast was served. 
It was cinnamon rolls, cereal, 
fruit, and yogurt. When we 
were done, we got ready to 
go to the Shenandoah River. 
When we arrived, Mrs. 
Leeper, with the help of Mr. 
Leeper, continued her talk 
about healing. Afterwards, 
we ate pasta, salad, and 
brownies that were made 
by Dean Rita. When lunch 
was over, we got the chance 
to hang out in a gazebo, go 

down to the river, or go on 
a walk.

Later that evening, we got 
back on the buses to go to 
the SVA campus. Once the 
boys arrived from their trip, 
we all ate pizza in the cafete-
ria. Later that night, we had 
one final worship and then 
we got ready to play capture 
the flag with the boys. The 
dorm retreat was fun and it 
was a good bonding expe-
rience for all of us, whether 
or not we lived in the dorm!

GIRLS’ DORM RETREAT
CAMI PRUDENCIO
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Freshman CLass Party
CAMI PRUDENCIO

On Saturday night, August 
29, the freshman class party 
began. It started out with 
one of our class sponsors, 
Mrs. Patrick, giving us a 
worship in the school’s audi-
torium. Then, the students 
headed to the administra-
tion building lobby to get 
to know each other better 
with icebreakers. In the first 
activity, everyone gathered 
in a circle. We each had to 
say our names and an animal 
that describes us. After that, 
we played a game where 
there were two groups. The 
sponsors held up a blanket 
and one student from each 
team crouched behind the 
blanket. When the blanket 
was lowered, the students 
saw who could call out each 
other’s name first. The last 
game, my personal favorite, 
was a fun game where stu-
dents gathered in a circle 
and placed a piece of blue 
masking tape where they 
were standing. One person 
would be in the middle and 
call out a fact about himself 
or herself. If people could 
relate, they would rush 
from their spot to a new 
spot where there was tape, 
including the person in the 

middle. The person who was 
not standing on a piece of 
tape would then say a fact 
and the cycle continued.

After the games, we took 
a break and ate snacks like 
chips, popsicles, and spar-
kling juice. During the 
break, anyone who wanted 
to run for class officers pre-
pared and gave a speech. 
Once we finished listening, 
we voted and then headed to 
the science lab to paint class 
t-shirts. There were a vari-
ety of different color paints 
and we could do whatever 
we wanted to our shirts. 
The sponsors announced 
the class officers during this 
time. I was elected the girls’ 
dorm senator. When the 
party ended, students made 
their way back to the dorms 
or to their houses. With the 
fun games, cool shirts, and 
great snacks, the party was a 
lot of fun!

Our first week of prayer 
for the year, September 
7-11, was powerful. Pastor 
Harley was really looking 
forward to having Pastor 
Christopher Hudson, our 
speaker for the week. The 
first night Pastor Hudson 
was held up and was not 
able to make it for vespers. 
We were all a bit worried 
that he would not be able 
to come, but God worked 
it out and he was able to 
come the next day. Pastor 
Hudson is a very influen-
tial person who is part of 
the “Forerunner Chron-
icles.” In fact, he is the 
one who basically started 
it and comes up with the 
material for the series. 
He is in charge of it and 
is very busy traveling and 
speaking the truth about 
Jesus. In religion class 

during week of prayer, we 
watched a short film about 
one of his most recent 
projects to release. It looks 
very promising.

I felt very moved during 
the week. There was a fast 
going on during the week 
from whatever you per-
sonally were struggling 
with. For some, it was diet 
and health. For others, it 
was social media. At the 
end of one night, people 
came together to discuss 
what they were fasting 
from and why. One of the 
last nights we were there, 
we had communion. I 
heard that people gave 
testimonies and that it was 
really nice. I did not stay 
for that communion, and 
I wish I had.

On Wednesday, I helped 
Pastor Harley set up 
the “warm and fuzzies,” 
which is a platform to 
write encouraging notes 
to people during the week 
of prayer. The week was a 
beautiful week, although 
we still had the stresses of 
school. Most teachers were 
lenient that week and did 
not assign too much work. 
However, many kids still 
had loads of homework to 
accomplish.

Overall, I think the week 
was a very positive expe-
rience. The senior praise 
team performed two 
nights during the week, 
joint praise team per-
formed once, and gospel 
praise team performed 
once. Since I was involved 
in all of those praise teams, 

I was constantly practicing 
all week so that we could 
glorify God through our 
music. Other praise teams 
performed during this 
week as well, including the 
freshman and sophomore 
praise teams. Music is a 
huge part of our worship 
experience during week of 
prayer. Many individuals 
feel like music helps them 
reach a deeper connection 
with God. It is a really 
great way to worship. Due 
to COVID-19 we all had 
to wear masks to vespers, 
which really limited sing-
ing. Additional restric-
tions we had to face during 
week of prayer included 
boys and girls being sepa-
rated at church during the 
week. One side was for 
boys and the other side 
was for girls. Every night 

we were required to wear 
masks, although speakers 
and performers could take 
theirs off while on the plat-
form.

This year’s first week 
of prayer was a different 
one, but the blessings we 
received were the same as 
at previous weeks of prayer. 
The last three nights were 
really beautiful because 
Pastor Hudson made 
three separate appeals. It 
gave people many chanc-
es to come up front and 
give their lives to Christ. 
Those who went up were 
testifying their dedication 
and faith to Jesus Christ. 
I am so thankful to God 
that we were able to have a 
wonderful and successful 
week of prayer.

First Week Of Prayer
JULS CUELLAR
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Junior Class Party
GIOVANNA LUCASIN

Our Junior Class Party 
began on the eventful Sat-
urday night of August 29. It 
started off with a worship 
directed by our class pastor, 
Gigi Moraes. Then we got 
everyone all rattled up and 
preparing for their speech-
es and the voting of class 
officers. As everyone got 
excited to hear the speeches, 
the candidates got nervous. 
The speeches started and 
we began listening to the 
candidates. I personally got 
to address a speech due to 
a friend of mine being out 
sick and it was a new learn-
ing experience for me and 
overall a fun time.

After we heard the speech-
es, we voted and then got to 
start the party. The gym was 
split in half. One half was for 
basketball and the other half 
was for volleyball. Those who 
didn’t play sports got to film 
TikToks, hang out, and dance 
to Kirsten Wilken’s Chris-
tian music playlist. After 
that we got to eat a couple of 
snacks, which our sponsors 
did a fantastic job bringing. 
As we ate, they announced 
our new class officers and 
we congratulated them. We 
continued to play games and 
hang out till it was time to 
go back to the dorms. It was 
casual night out, but we all 
had lots of fun.we stayed for 
the award ceremony. Kezia 
DeSpirito and Chris Reedy 
won All-Tournament Player 
for the SVA teams. Overall, 
even though this trip was 

very tiring, many would 
agree that they wouldn’t have 
missed it.
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Five Questions With Mr. Lechler
HANIA KANTZER

 1. What is the first 
that you decorated 
you classroom with?
-My classroom is 
notoriously not 
decorated. Haven’t 
had time this year yet.
 
2. What are two 
historical events 
that you find most 
interesting?

-In world history, the 
resurrection of Jesus is 
very significant
-In American history, 
the story about Teddy 
Roosevelt getting 
shot on the campaign 
trail and immediately 
getting back up and 
continuing his speech 
is so funny. (Teddy 
Roosevelt is the 
GOAT)

 
3. What are three 
things that you pray 
about reguarly? 
-the students, staff, 
and family of SVA
-direction in my own 
life
-a closer walk with 
God

 4. What are four 
things that you didn’t 
expect before coming 
to SVA?
-smell of chicken 
manure
-the great quality of 
the cafeteria food
-the welcoming 
atmosphere
-Pack’s ice cream is 
delicious

 5. What are 5 book 
that you enjoy? 
-Mere Christianity by 
C. S. Lewis
-1984 by George 
Orwell
-The Great Divorce by 
C. S. Lewis
-Cash: The 
Autobiography by 
Johnny Cash
-The Grapes of Wrath 

by John Steinbeck

Advice for Juniors

“Relax!”

“Get involved.”

“Only dead fish go with 
the flow.”

“Senioritis is real.”

“Don’t slack off.”

“Respect the teachers.”

Advice for Sopho-
mores

“Plan ahead. Start ACT 
prep early.”

“Take advantage of 
the easiest year of high 
school.”

“Don’t procrastinate. 
Do your work first and 
then have fun.”

“Do your work as soon 
as you get it assigned.”

Advice for Fresh-
men

“Don’t get into drama.”

“Enjoy it while it lasts.”

“Pick your friends 
wisely.”

“Don’t get so stressed 
about Conceptual Phys-
ics.”

Words Of Advice
HANIA KANTZER
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The	Shen-Val-Lore	welcomes	your	letters.	All	letters	must	contain	the	writer’s	name	and	phone	
number.	All	unsigned	letters	will	be	omitted.	The	Shen-Val-Lore	reserves	the	right	to	edit	your	let-
ters	for	space	and	clarity,	and	to	reject	any	letters.	Place	all	letters	under	the	door	of	the	newspaper	
room	or	mail	tham	to:	Shen-Val-Lore,	234	West	Lee	Highway,	New	Market,	VA	22844.

The	Shen-Val-Lore	is	the	official	student	newspaper	of	Shenandoah	Valley	Academy	and	is	pub-
lished	by	the	students.	The	opinions	and	views	expressed	in	the	Shen-Val-Lore	are	those	of	the	
authors	and	do	not	necessarily	reflect	the	views	of	the	editors,	Shenandoah	Valley	Academy,	staff	
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All of the photos we used are from yearbook.

Happy 
Birthday
January

7 Samuel Alvarenga/ 

Mikaela Maloney

9 Emmamanuela 

Mbowe-Cruz

11 Emily White

17 Sherlyn Ramos/ 

Emma Short

18 Anna Gainer

19 Kathia Rivera/ 

Aaliyah Dalhouse

23 Ellie Anderson

25 Semhar Hailu/ 

Alexander Titus

29 Cailee Armstrong/ 

Zaevon Dalhouse

31 Colin Browne Jr.

Febuary
1 Ashley Garcia 

Guevara

3 Nardos Abreha

5 Cameron Gillet

6 Nathaniel Perez

7 Josiah Burge

10 Sandy Castro

13 Julianna Cuellar/ 

Katie Davis/Agishay 

Sudhaker

14 Jahaziel Veras

15 Ashley De Lima

16 Jose Roblero

17 Ronald Schimpf/ 

Amelia Barnett/ Keisha 

Saunders

21 Sabrina Iannella 

Oliveira/ Lea Swanson/ 

Cynthia Alejandre

23 Alexis Jovel

24 Catherine Krebs

25 Fatima Alejandre-

Palacios/Kevin Ruiz

27 Elsy Kersey

28 Zachary Lowe

March
1 Saray Castillo-Cruz/

Malachi Foote

2 Kent Suddarth/Jessa 

Kinney

6 Allison Bonilla/

Ettienne Rodriguez

7 Seth Mace

12 Danyelle Slack/

Chase Parnell/ Carrie 

White

13 Tobias Pitton

14 Taylor Naus

17 Kristoffer Baggarly

18 Eliazar Sanchez

20 Cody Thomas

21 Riley Meyer

22 Kaitlyn Delong

25 Sabrina Fernandez

SHOUT-OUTS!
To Everyone at SVA: If you want us to publish your shout-outs, 

email 
them to nya.walker@svasda.org or text them to 240-261-8666

 - Nya Walker and Hania Kantzer, Newspaper Editors


