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Candlight
EMILY WHITE

Due to the atypical sit-
uation our country has 
faced this year, we at SVA 
knew that our Decem-
ber traditions could not 
happen in the usual way. 
However, our music and 
drama leaders were still 
hoping to have people 
be able to walk through 
Journey to Bethlehem and 
attend our Candlelight 
concerts in person. SVA 
music directors Daniel 
Biaggi and Kelly Wiede-
mann and New Market 
SDA Church’s J2B director 
Darlene Anderson spent 
a lot of time discussing 
options with SVA and 
church representatives. 
After weeks of meetings, 
the leaders were able to 
agree on a plan: we would 

combine our Candlelight 
and Journey to Bethlehem 
productions and perform 
a shortened and socially 
distanced program on five 
nights during the Christ-
mas season.

Participants began to 
practice the music, deco-
rate the gym, and tweak 
the scripts, since previous 
years’ J2B scripts were too 
long for this year’s abbre-
viated version. Things 
were rolling along quite 
smoothly until the week 
before Thanksgiving vaca-
tion, when we received 
new governor’s orders, 
bringing our plans for an 
in-person performance 
to a halt. School and 
church leaders met again 

and quickly decided that 
we would move our J2B/
Candlelight combina-
tion online, prerecording 
everything. Filming, which 
started almost immediate-
ly after this change, proved 
to be somewhat stressful 
for those involved. In 
the past, student music 
groups would have had at 
least two more weeks to 
prepare their music. This 
year, students and direc-
tors alike had to be able to 
adapt quickly to changing 
situations. Actors had long 
periods of filming to get 
everything just right, and 
musicians had many late 
nights in order to get the 
best takes to show to the 
public.

The main reason we had 
to finish filming in less 
than two weeks was so we 
could deliver the footage to 
our editors so they could 
stitch the pieces together 
in time for the premiere 
on December 18. Day 
after day, we worked hard. 
Finally, all music and J2B 
scenes were captured on 
camera, with just enough 
time to send it off to the 
editors and wait patiently 
for the premiere.

Final exams came and 
went, and we went home 
for the holidays, eagerly 
awaiting the premiere of 
our collaboration. Decem-
ber 18 finally arrived, and 
we gathered with our 
families in our homes to 

watch the results of our 
hard work. Some of us 
were even able to watch 
on a big screen erected 
in the church parking lot, 
along with other viewers 
from the community. As 
the event began, a lot of 
us texted back and forth, 
excited to see the final cut.

Even though this year’s 
Christmas performances 
were altered due to the 
pandemic, all involved 
were still greatly blessed, 
YouTube views on the 
church’s channel alone 
exceeded 3,000. SVA and 
the New Market SDA 
Church are grateful for the 
hard work and support of 
so many people.
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Career Day
KATIE DAVIS

Many things have been 
going online recently, and 
this year, SVA’s Career Day 
joined the club. It followed 
much of the same proce-
dure as the past Career 
Days, except this year, stu-
dents had an online survey 
on what careers they were 
interested in instead of 
writing it down on paper. 
Students each chose four 
careers they were interested 
in. My own top choice was 
Speech Pathology. Since my 
sophomore year Career Day, 
I have been interested in 
studying Speech-Language 
Pathology. Mrs. Cali LaPi-
erre, who introduced Speech 
Pathology at Career Day, did 
a wonderful job portraying 

her career. She convinced me 
that very day to choose it as 
my future career. She had 
an enthusiastic attitude and 
positive perspective on every 
part of her job. Students were 
able to tell that she loves her 
job and that she is amazing 
at what she does.

This year, an entrepreneur 
spoke to the whole school for 
an introductory portion of 
Career Day. His name was 
Jared Thurmon and he spoke 
about how he started as an 
entrepreneur, and about 
his successes as well as his 
failures. Something interest-
ing he said was that he was 
glad for his failures because 
he was able to learn from 

his mistakes and try again. 
I found this very interest-
ing because there are many 
entrepreneurs who talk 
about their multiple success-
es and flaunt their riches and 
how they reached their high 
status. Jared did the exact 
opposite. He was very raw 
and real with the students. 
They were able to see how 
humble he was, and how 
much he feared the Lord 
through the words he spoke. 
Many students mentioned 
afterward how much they 
liked the speaker. In fact, 
many people were intrigued 
and mentioned that they 
wanted to look into being 
an entrepreneur.

Soon after the main por-
tion from Jared Thurmon, 
students split to their first 
“class” of the day. In the 
past years, speakers have 
been here to speak to stu-
dents about the career path 
they chose. However, this 
year, most of the speakers 
were present, not in the 
classrooms, but via Zoom 
meetings. There were people 
from different states joining 
us and talking about why 
they chose their career and 
the advantages and disad-
vantages of their job, as well 
as answering some of our 
questions. Students went 
to several sessions where 
they learned about different 
careers including Pilot, Den-

tist, Hospital Executive Vice 
President, and Anesthesiol-
ogist. When asked what her 
favorite part of Career Day 
was, Junior Evelyn Ramirez 
responded by saying, “I was 
not physically present for 
career day, but I was virtu-
ally. So, I really enjoyed how 
they included me into career 
day and how I was still able 
to participate from home.” 
Another student, Katie Davis 
(’21), mentioned that her 
favorite thing about Career 
Day this year was “that most 
of the speakers were young.” 
She mentioned how they 
were more relatable to stu-
dents’ age group, therefore 
making a greater impact on 
them.

Over the course of the 
day, we who participated in 
Career Day acquired much 
knowledge about our future 
occupations. We were able to 
see what we might like and 
dislike, based on the experi-
ences of the speakers. Great 
advice and encouragement 
were given to the students. 
We were truly blessed by 
everyone who spoke and I 
am grateful for the resourc-
es and opportunities that 
Shenandoah Valley Acade-
my gives us to help develop 
our future career paths.
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Week of Prayer
COLE GENTRY

This Week of Prayer was interesting, to 
say the least. The speaker was Pastor Patrick 
Williams. Kent Suddarth (’21) introduced 
him to us as someone whom he looks up 
to, and when he started speaking during 
that first chapel, I could see why. We all 
heard Kent say to pay attention to what is 
up front, and I did not really know what to 
think, but when Pastor Williams began to 
speak and doodle on the board, as he called 
it, I was astonished by how much attention 
he commanded. I want to compare it to a 
movie or a play, because of course we got 
the auditory signs so that we knew what 
was going on, but we also got the visual 
that pointed toward what was being said 
and helped us to understand better. What I 
found a bit funny was looking at the white-
board after a sermon and being almost con-
fused, but understanding. The “doodles” 
were little refreshers, which was like getting 
the first word in a definition when studying 
for a vocabulary quiz. I would see it and 
think about whatever he had said that day. 
It was a reminder to check that what I do 
and who I am are actually good and right 
with God.

On the first day, Pastor Williams spoke 
about clean and unclean animals. One 
thing I appreciated about Pastor Williams’ 
talks is that he involved the student body. 
For this one, he asked us to name which 
animals are clean and which are unclean to 
eat instead of just telling us. We said pen-
guin, cow, and duck, to name a few. Then 
he explained to us the difference between 
the clean animals and the unclean animals, 
after asking us what we thought. What we 
think is all but nil if we do not include what 
the Bible says are the things to look out for 
to know whether or not an animal is clean. 
Essentially, the difference is that the clean 
animals are sacrifices, while the unclean 
animals are either garbage eaters or preda-
tors. God has us eat sacrifices, herbivores, 
all peaceful animals. Pastor Williams also 
said that we should strive to be similar to 
those animals in ways such as their peaceful 
nature. We should not try to hurt others 
like predators and unclean animals, but 
help them and encourage them to come to 
God and keep His laws.

One of the talks that stood out to me 
most that was when Pastor Williams spoke 
about why people’s life spans became so 
short leading up to the flood. He said that it 

was because the breath of life that God had 
breathed into Adam was a gene that was 
not very transferable. He showed us with 
his doodles a timeline for the lifespans of 
Adam and his sons, which was eye-open-
ing. I had never thought of it in that way. 
It was there, plain as ever, that Adam had 
outlived a few of his children most likely 
because of that breath of life. His children 
had not received it directly from the source, 
which is God. He also explained that it was 
because of their diets as well. He explained 
that because they ate only what God told 
them to eat, which were plants, they lived 
much longer lives. Because people had such 
long lives, if children in that day wanted to 
know what happened to man and why they 
were not in the Garden of Eden, they could 
just ask Adam who had experienced it him-
self. So that is why the first five books of the 
Torah, or as we call it, the Old Testament, 
were written. It was so that Jews could look 
and see how man fell and what God did 
when the flood came about because God 
knew that oral tradition would have failed 
sooner or later since by Moses’ time there 
was a very short life expectancy compared 
to Adam’s time.

Talent Show
RILEY MAYER

Shenandoah Valley Acad-
emy’s Talent Show this 
year was an exciting sight 
to see! Thanks to the care-
ful planning of the Student 
Association, the performers 
enjoyed a live audience, all 
masked of course, and an 
online audience too! The IT 
team did an excellent job 
live-streaming the show so 
that those who were not able 
to attend in person could 
still enjoy the program from 
a distance. As the students 
trickled into their seats, the 
anticipation grew. The per-
formers sat patiently, wait-
ing their turn and cheering 
on their fellow performers. 
There was a wide range of 
acts, like singing, dancing, 
and poetry. Many of the per-
formers had cool outfits that 
went well with their acts and 
added pizzazz to the show. 
The audience shared many 
laughs throughout the pro-
gram.

The program was hosted 
by our Vice Principal Mr. 
Leeper, and our history 
teacher Mr. Lechler, who 
put on short, comedic acts 
between each performer. 
It was very clever the way 
that they related some of 
their jokes to the next act 
in order to introduce them. 
This made the transitions 
more entertaining and fun! 
Our Student Association put 
on skits in between acts as 
well. One of the skits they 
acted out was related to 
the movie Inside Out. The 
Student Association mem-
bers followed a Shenando-
ah Valley Academy student 
and acted out his emotions. 
The audience laughed at the 
jokes they made and loved 
the wigs they wore that really 
brought out their characters.

There was a surprise 
act as well. A few weeks 
before the talent show, Mr. 
Leeper made a bet with the 
Shenandoah Valley Acade-
my students. He told them 
that if at least ten acts per-
formed for the talent show, 
he would perform an act as 
well! This gave the students 
a fun incentive to audition. 
By the time the talent show 
started and the audience 
received the programs with 
the list of performers, they 
counted and realized they 
reached the amount to get 
a performance by their Vice 
Principal. Mr. Leeper came 
out from behind the curtain 
and started to perform an 
original rap. The crowd went 
crazy. He showed off his 
talent of being able to speak 
fast and the crowd enjoyed 
every part of it. Some even 
said they wished they could 
vote him for the people’s 
choice award.

The judges of the show 
were Mr. Thompson, Mrs. 
Anderson, and Mrs. Hsu. 
Mr. Thompson is a soccer 
coach and a past SVA parent. 
Mrs. Anderson is a current 
SVA parent and is very 
involved with the school. 
Mrs. Hsu is also an SVA 
parent, an art teacher, and 
the wife of one of our math 
teachers, Mr. Hsu. It was a 
difficult choice for them to 
choose the winners because 
all the acts were outstand-
ing. The third-place winner 
was Darwin Perez (’24). He 
sang a beautiful song called 
“What a Wonderful World.” 
The crowd oohed and ahhed 
as his captivating voice 
filled the room. Darwin’s 
talent is one of a kind, and 
everyone enjoyed hearing 
it. The second-place winner 
was the group consisting 

of Zach Lowe (’21), David 
Kolle (’21), Kevin Ruiz (’21), 
and Felipe Faria (’21). They 
danced the choreography to 
the song, “Boyfriend.” The 
crowd went crazy and fell in 
love with the Big Time Rush 
boy band. The first-place 
winner was Faith Babcock 
(’24). She recited an original 
poem called “They Said.” This 
poem was incredible and 
had many lines that caught 
the audience off-guard. Her 
topic was relatable and kept 
the audience on their toes 
wondering what she might 
say next. Faith did an incred-
ible job and left the crowd 
wanting more.

Another cool aspect of 
the Shenandoah Valley 
Academy Talent Show was 
that they gave the audience 
an opportunity to choose a 
winner as well. This allowed 
the crowd to feel more a part 
of the program and added 
more to the fun. The people’s 
choice award went to “Boy-
friend.” They just could not 
get enough of the boy band 
and were left wanting an 
encore.

Overall, the talent show 
went well and the Student 
Association did an incredi-
ble job planning, coordinat-
ing, and setting up the show. 
The stage decorations were 
amazing and added a fun 
change to the usual look of 
the auditorium. Even though 
there could be only four win-
ners, all the acts deserved to 
win. Not having the title of 
third, second, or first does 
not mean they did not do 
an amazing job and that the 
crowd did not enjoy their 
act. There was not one act 
that did not do an incredi-
ble job.



4 | May 14, 2021 Shen-Val-Lore

Five Questions With Mrs. Burishkin
HANIA KANTZER

1. When was the first 
time that you visited to 
SVA?

I don’t remember what 
year it was, but I came 
up with Mr. Burishkin 
to visit his aunt. It was 
wintertime and there 
was five inches of snow. 
We walked up from his 
aunt’s house. I was think-
ing about how it was so 
cold and there were no 
leaves on the trees. It’s 
interesting because now 
that we’re here I get to 
see the campus in the 
springtime and the sum-
mertime and all the sea-
sons and it’s so beautiful.

2. What are your 
two favorite places on 
campus? 

 

-Thecourtyard because 
it is so pretty.

- I love walking 
through the orchard and 
woods.

3. What are three 
things that you are 
looking forward to as 
the student custodians’ 
supervisor?

-Pizza parties with my 
workers

-Helping my students 
make a resume if they 
want to work in the 
summer.

-Having the same crew 
next year

4. What are four things 
that you pray about?

-Health of family

-Children’s salvation

-Our country

-God’s people to be 
ready Jesus’ second 
coming

-People to make the 
decision to be on God’s 
side

5. What are five things 
you are thankful for?

-Family

-This beautiful campus

-SVA community

-God’s help and direc-
tion in life

-In-person school

The year of 2020-2021 has 
been very chaotic and unpre-
dictable. No one was sure 
what was to happen to our 
school year. At Shenandoah 
Valley Academy, we started 
off the school year strong 
with a large group partici-
pating in volleyball intramu-
rals. I was part of a team and 
although we did not win, we 
had fun. The winning team 
for volleyball intramurals 
was the Blockheads with 
their captain, Stefan Ullrich 
(’21). When asked how he 
felt after his team won, he 
simply replied, “Nothing 
out of the ordinary, it felt 
very normal because I’m 
used to it.” The next intra-
mural sport was hockey. A 
variety of teams played and 
had lots of fun. My brother, 
Alex Cuellar (’24), played on 
a team. “Hockey intramu-
rals were really fun. I liked 
it,” were his very inspiring 
words. The third sport was 
speedball and it was intense. 
I thoroughly enjoyed watch-
ing this sport, and I imagine 
that it was even more fun for 
those who played. According 
to Stefan, “It is a very high 
energy sport that never has 
a dull moment. However, it 
was disappointing that our 
team placed second due to 
lack of quality.” Basketball 
was the next intramural 
sport that many students 
were looking forward to.

Due to the COVID 
restrictions, the rest of the 
school year’s varsity teams 
were unable to play games 
or maintain practices. The 
intramurals were intense to 
watch. Danielle Moore (’21) 

played basketball for intra-
murals. When asked what 
the experience was like, she 
said, “Basketball intramurals 
were fun. It made me miss 
having a senior season. It 
was a great experience to 
play with other students with 
different experience levels. 
I wish that they had done 
more games in our time for 
open gym that included all 
girls.” The last sport that we 
will have for intramurals is 
outdoor soccer. Many stu-
dents have already signed 
up to play and are waiting 
with anticipation for when 
they get to finish out the 
year strong with fun games 
of soccer. Overall, there have 
been more students partici-
pating in intramural sports 
than I have seen before in 
all my four years of attend-
ing SVA. I was very happy 
to be able to see the school 
spirit and the togetherness 
that sports brought to the 
students this year.

INTRAMURAL SPORTS
JULS CUELLAR
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30 Hour famine
GIGI LUCASIN

It was a hungry afternoon 
on the 30th of April, 2021. 
The 30-Hour Famine had 
just begun, and all who par-
ticipated were, appropriately, 
starving. Our last meal had 
been a lunch of mashed 
potatoes and gluten steak 
and we knew we would be 
hungry by nightfall. Partic-
ipants gathered into their 
teams in the student center. 
Pastor Tim Harley (PH), 
who organized the event, 
provided Capri-Suns for 
us to drink to get over our 
hunger.

Later we went to differ-
ent areas to hand out flyers. 
Some groups stayed in New 
Market, others went to 
Timberville, and some went 
to Woodstock. My group 
went to Woodstock. We 
handed out flyers asking for 
non-perishable foods. We 
got a little lost on the way, but 
our group was fun and our 
service was worth it. After 
vespers, while everyone else 
went back to the dorm, the 
participants stayed back 
in the auditorium. Then, 
we had some activities. We 
played freeze tag and hide-
and-seek which gave each 
team points. The activities 

ended at eleven that night, 
and we were all exhausted. 
Some people decided not 
to stay in the dorms so they 
could get points for their 
team. Boys slept in Hewitt 
Hall and girls slept in the 
student center.

The next day, we had our 
own Sabbath School. We 
played some more activities 
outside, like carrying water 
across the field, which rep-
resented taking water to 
kids in Africa. After every 
activity, we did a short Bible 
study. That afternoon, we 
picked up food that people 
left on their doors. After this 
experience, I learned that 
distracting myself made me 
less hungry.

After a rest, the delicious 
breaking-the-fast feast 
finally came at 6:00, and 
PH announced the winning 
teams. Team Chewa won 
first prize: going out to eat 
with PH. Second place, Team 
Himba, got a trip to Packs. 
Third place, Zulu, got to go 
first in line in the feast. This 
year, more than 90 students 
participated in the 30-Hour 
Famine, allowing us to col-
lect over $5000 to send to 
ADRA and World Vision,.

February 28, 2021, was 
an eventful day for SVA’s 
boys’ dorm. Dean Knight, 
Boys’ Club President 
Felipe Faria (’21), and 
Boys’ Club Vice-Pres-
ident Kevin Ruiz (’21) 
came together and decid-
ed to have a Boys’ Dorm 
cookoff. The requirements 
were simple. Participants 
were allowed one partner 
and could cook or bake 
anything they pleased. The 
judges were Toby Pitton 
(’21), Dean Knight, and 
Dean McCullough. The 
contestants were given 
about two hours to com-
plete their dishes. The 
teams consisted of one 
pair from each grade and 
a few exceptions.

The first team was Kevin 
Guzman (’24) and Etti-
enne Rodriguez (’23); the 
second was Eric Toledo 
(’21) and Leo Lam (’23); 
the third was Colin Browne 
(’22) and Caleb Roblero 
(’22); the fourth was Chase 
Parnell (’23) and Nestor 
Perez (’24); and the fifth 
was Cole Gentry (’21) and 
Ben Ngetich (’21). The 
judges were judging based 
on presentation, taste, and 
overall quality of the dish. 
It was not a simple task 
but a worthy one. As the 
competition started, the 
contestants were calm 
and collected. It was only 
in the last moments that 
they began to panic. Some 
things were not cooking 
correctly, baking correctly, 
or being seasoned correct-
ly. It was the first time in 

this sort of competition for 
everyone so they had no 
idea what to expect. As the 
cookoff ended, the judges 
decided to get prepared for 
their meals to come. They 
were each provided with 
water and a nice seat as the 
groups brought the dishes 
to them one by one. In 
the end, Ettienne’s group 
won with a beautiful cake. 
The prize was money and 
a feature in the cafeteria 
so that everyone would be 
able try the delicious win-
ning dish.

“We decided to have this 
cookoff because there are 
kids in the dorm who have 
all sorts of talents, but I 
saw that cooking was one 
that was not being put on 
display as much as it could 
be,” said Dean Knight. “I 

spoke with the president of 
Boys’ Club and we decid-
ed to make it happen: our 
first ever cookoff!”

The contestants were 
happy to participate. The 
event was recorded by 
Noland Hernandez (’22) 
and broadcast over social 
media. It was a wonderful 
opportunity for every-
one, and all individually 
reported that they would 
do it again. Will there be 
a part two to this great 
event? We will just have 
to wait and see!

Overall, the talent show 
went well and the Stu-
dent Association did an 
incredible job planning, 
coordinating, and setting 
up the show. The stage 
decorations were amazing 

and added a fun change to 
the usual look of the audi-
torium. Even though there 
could be only four win-
ners, all the acts deserved 
to win. Not having the 
title of third, second, or 
first does not mean they 
did not do an amazing job 
and that the crowd did not 
enjoy their act. There was 
not one act that did not do 
an incredible job.

Boys’ Club Cookoff
COLIN BROWNE
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WeFit
FELIPE FARIA

I started WeFit with the 
goal to help people who 
didn’t know how to work 
out correctly. I was a very 
chunky guy when I was 
younger, and I didn’t really 
care or know how to lose 
weight. When my freshman 
year came, I finally found 
my motivation to work out, 
so I did. I started off by just 
starving myself and run-
ning a lot. Unfortunately, I 
was just getting skinny, not 
fit. Time went by and I was 
okay with just being skinny, 
and I didn’t like the aspect 
of actually lifting weights or 
working out. When I came 
to SVA, I started off being a 
janitor working in the dorm. 
A couple of months later, I 
got a promotion as weight 
room monitor (basically 
cleaning up the weight room, 
and putting weights back). I 
wanted to use my job to its 
full potential so I tried seeing 
how weights felt. At first it 
was not nice at all, but since 
I had nothing better to do in 
the weight room, I thought I 
might as well do it. I worked 
out twice a day every day for 
hours, and I grew to like it. 
Lifting weights made calis-
thenics a lot easier as well, 
so I started doing more of 
that and it kind of grew on 
me, too. I never knew that I 
would end up enjoying these 
things that I had despised so 
much. I wanted other people 
to know what they were miss-
ing, and give them a chance 
to work out with other 
people without judgment 

or embarrassment. I wanted 
people to know that you can 
actually learn to like working 
out if you keep at it. I had 
this idea to start a workout 
club and I asked Kevin Ruiz 
(’21) to help out and he was 
in. I chose the name WeFit 
because it sounds like the 
game and I thought it was 
cool. We asked Mr. Lowe to 
be our sponsor, announced 
it in chapel, and here we are 
now.
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Academy Days
KATIE DAVIS

On April 18, 2021, 
Shenandoah Valley 
Academy had its very 
first virtual Academy 
Days. There were many 
people involved this year 
that helped make this 
event a success, such as 
IT personnel, students, 
teachers, and other 
faculty. Mr. Joe Lowe, 
SVA recruiter, expressed 
how blessed they were 
by this event, stating, “I 
was really worried about 
Academy Days, because 
we only had twelve 
students signed up for 
this event on Wednesday. 
But as the weekend came, 

we had more and more 
students register and 
early Sunday morning we 
had even more. I prayed 
for 50 attendees and 
God gave me 66. I was 
pleasantly surprised.”
The event lasted three 
hours. Mr. Lowe was 
the host of the Zoom 
event with two students, 
Julianna Cuellar (’21) 
and Kevin Ruiz (’21). 
For the first hour, there 
were Q&A sessions. 
Mr. Lechler answered 
questions about being 
a new teacher at SVA. 
There was a session about 
the school mission and 

vision, and one about 
dorm life too.
After the Q&As, the IT 
department played the 
“Crossed Out” video, 
a song that Mikaela 
Maloney (’22) wrote. 
This year SVA was able 
to make a professional 
music video for it. After 
a mini-intermission, 
the program continued. 
Kayla Moguel (’21) and 
Zachary Lowe (’21) were 
some of the touring 
hosts. They showed the 
prospective students 
around the campus and 
inside the Administration 
Building. After the 

intermission, the students 
split into different 
meetings where they got 
to interact with teachers, 
deans, and students. 
The different rooms 
included Campus Life, 
Campus Ministries, Meet 
the Teachers, Athletics, 
Dorms, and Music.
Sophomores Emma 
Cuellar and Katherine 
Hernandez helped Dean 
Powell introduce life in 
Hadley Hall, the girls’ 
dorm. They toured places 
in the dorm, such as the 
laundry room and the 
chapel, and answered 
any questions that the 

students and families 
had. They also created 
a slideshow about 
life in the dorm and 
made a supply list for 
the prospective dorm 
students. Emma Cuellar 
said, “I loved showing 
them around the dorm 
and explaining to them 
what SVA was like. One 
downside of having it 
virtual, though, was 
that they could not see 
everything in minute 
detail. They also could 
not see life from a student 
perspective because they 
were not able to stay in 
the dorm and interact 

with the students here.”
Mrs. Janel Ware, SVA’s 
Director of Development, 
concluded our virtual 
Academy Days 2021. At 
the end of the big day, 
Mr. Lowe was optimistic 
about the event that so 
many worked so hard on. 
“In the future,” he said, 
“we plan to use the ability 
to have a virtual and 
live academy days. That 
way it will open up new 
possibilities for SVA and 
it is a great marketing 
tool too.”

I am Waiting For...

Summer. -Agishay

The day I graduate college. -Ceiry

College!! -Riley

Graduation –Awot, Ben, Braxton, Cole, Nathanael, Michelle, Melo, David, 
Danny, Kevin, Beto, Danielle, Katie, Emily G.,

Graduation and my future life. -Sabrina

Never having to turn in my phone again. -Zoe

Graduation. Just kidding. I’m waiting for my summer job. -Zach

Money. -Stefan

A solo in choir or Shens. I’m not picky, Mr. Biaggi. I’ll take anything. -Emma

The day I have no more homework. -Emily White

Jesus’ second coming. -Juls

I will Never Forget...

Living with friends. -Agishay

My first day of freshman year—I cried. -Ceiry

Sports tournaments. -Riley

All the people I met here. -Patrick

Trips to the river and fun home leaves. -Cole

2019 Canada Tour. -Nathanael

Sophomore year music trip to Canada. -Kent

The lifelong friends you make, and the Raymonds. -Michelle

Sophomore year and all the fun I had with the boys. -Melo

When the senior girls went to the river and I had to save two of them from 
drowning. -Juliana

Getting in trouble with the deans for being loud with my friends after lights-
out. -Fatima

Every moment I spent with my friends during senior year. -Sabrina

My name. -Toby

Big Time Rush performance. -Zoe

When Mr. Leeper smelled the chairs. -David

My friends. -Hannah

Mission trip, senior survival, and the people at school. -Danny

Peru mission trip and NACA soccer tournament. -Kevin

Pre-cal with McNeilus. “C-” -Zach

Mr. Short -Stefan

Falling multiple times during basketball games. -Danielle

My conversation with Kayla Moguel on April 28. -Emily Gutierrez

Strangest Advice You’ve Ever Been Given...

Masks are useless. -Allison

Sleep through class. -Ben

Buy low, sell high. -Kent

If you are homeless, just buy a house. -Casesar

Pretend to be asleep when Dean Rita’s on duty. -Michelle

Eat a lot of salt and don’t exercise. -Emma

Senior Survey
SENIOR CLASS
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Letters	to	the	Editors:

The	Shen-Val-Lore	welcomes	your	letters.	All	letters	must	contain	the	writer’s	name	and	phone	
number.	All	unsigned	letters	will	be	omitted.	The	Shen-Val-Lore	reserves	the	right	to	edit	your	let-
ters	for	space	and	clarity,	and	to	reject	any	letters.	Place	all	letters	under	the	door	of	the	newspaper	
room	or	mail	tham	to:	Shen-Val-Lore,	234	West	Lee	Highway,	New	Market,	VA	22844.

The	Shen-Val-Lore	is	the	official	student	newspaper	of	Shenandoah	Valley	Academy	and	is	pub-
lished	by	the	students.	The	opinions	and	views	expressed	in	the	Shen-Val-Lore	are	those	of	the	
authors	and	do	not	necessarily	reflect	the	views	of	the	editors,	Shenandoah	Valley	Academy,	staff	
and	faculty,	or	the	Seventh-day	Adventist	Church.
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Happy 
Birthday

May
16 Judah Hammond

20 Hannah Moffitt

22 Danny Baires

24 Emily Gutierraz

25 Princess 

Alcantara/Diara Bonilla/

Camden Prudencio

27 Tumelo Tembo

28 Samuel Renton

30 Linton Feitosa

June
2 Cole Gentry

3 Annicka Hoffman

12 Emma Clark

14 Alexandra 

Jackson/Nya Walker

16 Tabor Parker

17 Edwin Bacarcel

18 Danielle Moore

20 Carissa Schoonard

24 Ethan Reinoehl

25 Justin Swanson/

Vanessa Laurore

27 Katherin 

Hernandez

30 Alexander Cuellar

July
2 David Kolle

3 Felipe Faria/Caleb 

Roblero Melgar/Nestor 

Perez Valerio

9 Juliana Espinal/

Matthew Reedy

10 Olivia Patrick

12 Kylie Hsu/Cristal 

Vargas

13 Madisyn Shelton

14 Ceiry Flores

15 Malachi Jasaiah-

Lim/Ester Reyes

16 Amaris Moreno/

Lora Moulder

18 Allison Erdelyi

20 Evelyn Ramirez-

Garcia

27 Rachel Charles

August
2 Avery Browne

3 Janet Castellanos

4 Dakota Gullatte

5 Cesar Paul/

Fionette King

6 Spencer Fairbank

7 Jason DeWitt/

Zoe Oster

10 Darwin Majano/

Eric Toledo

11 Zachary Mace

13 Elijah Smith/

Alicia Anderson

SHOUT-OUTS!
To Everyone at SVA: If you want us to publish your shout-outs, 

email 
them to nya.walker@svasda.org or text them to 240-261-8666

 - Nya Walker and Hania Kantzer, Newspaper Editors


