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Ring Fest
CALLA MORGAN

The music scene at SVA 
this year has been any-
thing but normal. Fortu-
nately, the year got off to 
a great start with the Ohio 
RingFest and SVA Bell 
Choir tour. Not only was 
this tour the first one of 
the year, but it was also the 
first tour any music group 
had gone on in two years 
due to the COVID pan-
demic. As the kids board-
ed the bus at 7:00 AM, 
excitement and anticipa-
tion filled the air. It was a 
five-hour drive to Toledo, 
Ohio, with a full schedule 
waiting for them upon 
their arrival. Rehearsals 
consisted of seven hours of 
practice with the occasion-
al 15-minute break. The 
music and practices were 

organized and facilitated 
by two clinicians, Barba-
ra Meinke and Michael J. 
Glasgow. Over the course 
of the festival, coaching 
sessions were offered by 
the two clinicians to the 
students to participate in 
conducting and bell-ring-
ing technique workshops. 
Along with the coaching 
sessions, the students 
also had the opportunity 
to participate in a special 
select bell choir. In this 
select choir, two students 
from each of the 14 dif-
ferent participating bell 
choirs are chosen by their 
directors to play a more 
advanced piece to be per-
formed in the concert. Mr. 
Biaggi chose Senior Cate 
Schoonard and Junior 

Michael White for the 
select bell choir.

RingFest lasted for two 
days. The bell choir spent 
the rest of the trip per-
forming at Worthington 
(Ohio) Church and Park-
ersburg (West Virginia) 
SDA Church on Sabath, 
and the Charleston (West 
Virginia) Assembly of 
God on Sunday morning. 
Throughout the duration 
of the tour, the students 
found ways to bond with 
each other. They played 
games on the bus rides 
and had deep philosoph-
ical conversations about 
various aspects of life 
and even of the value of 
life itself. They also con-
nected with each other 

over their own love for 
handbells. One highlight 
of the trip was stopping to 
see the New River Gorge 
Bridge in West Virginia. 
At the bridge, students 
were able to walk down 
and see all the beautiful 
fall scenery and meditate 
on all the wonderful gifts 
God had given them on 
that trip. It was amazing 
to see how many people 
were truly blessed by the 
students’ performanc-
es at each church. It was 
also amazing to see how 
many people would go out 
of their way to bless the 
students as well, whether 
it was providing food, or 
providing a place to rest 
for a few moments. On this 
trip, SVA’s bell choir truly 

discovered the meaning 
of the verse Luke 6:38 that 
reads, “Give, and it shall 
be given unto you; good 
measure, pressed down, 
and shaken together, and 
running over.”
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NACA Soccer Tournament
ALEKS ULLRICH

The NACA soccer tour-
nament was a lot of fun. We 
left on Tuesday, November 
2. The bus drive was pretty 
long because of all the stops 
we had to make because we 
got hungry or had to go to 
the bathroom. We got there 
around 8:00 PM and then we 
ate supper at Subway. Then 
we got ready to go to sleep 
because the next day we had 
a game.

The whole time we were 
there the weather was terri-
ble. It was cloudy and cold. 
The first day we were there 
we got up, ate breakfast, and 
we watched some of the Divi-
sion 1 games. Then we went 
to a practice field to warm up 
so we would be ready for our 
game. Then we went to play. 
It was a pretty easy game. We 
won 7-1. Then we got lunch 

and then we watched the 
team that we were playing 
the next day. After sitting 
there in the cold watching 
them play, we finally left and 
got supper and we then went 
to the hotel where Mr. Biaggi 
had us watch the highlights 
of the game and how they 
had scored on us and how we 
could fix that so it wouldn’t 
happen in the next game. 
Then we just all went to our 
rooms and we went to sleep.

The next day we woke up, 
ate breakfast, and then went 
to the practice field. After we 
practiced, we warmed up on 
the field we were going to 
play on before the game. If 
we won this game we would 
be in the championship 
game! This game was the 
coldest of them all. It was 
completely cloudy, and at 

halftime the fog was so thick 
that you couldn’t even see the 
other side. The refs decided 
to keep playing, though, and 
we won 5-0. We had quali-
fied! Since our game finished 
at 3:00, our eating schedules 
got messed up, because we 
ate lunch around 3:30 and 
then supper at 4:00. All we 
wanted to do was go back to 
the hotel and sleep because 
we were really tired, but 
then Mr. Biaggi said our 
whole team was going to 
the worship that they had 
there and then the Division 
1 game. The game was pretty 
interesting but we decided 
to leave after the first half 
because it was way too cold. 
We also needed sleep so we 
would be well rested and 
energized for the last game 
tomorrow.

We got up, ate breakfast, 
and warmed up as usual. 
Then we headed over to the 
field. This was going to be 
our hardest game, and we all 
knew it. During the first half 
we both had many chances 
to score, with the other team 
hitting the post. Daniel also 
had some really good saves. 
Then in the second half we 
dominated them for most of 
the time and the ball mostly 
stayed on their side of the 
field. Then we hit the post 
and we had some good shots, 
but neither team could score. 
Then we went to extra time, 
and the same thing hap-
pened; neither team could 
score. The game ended 0-0. 
Then it was time for penal-
ties. Mr. Biaggi picked five 
guys that wanted to take the 

penalties. The first penalty 
Brunno scored and kicked it 
on the right side of the goal, 
while the goalie went to the 
left. Then the other team 
went, and they scored. Then 
Roger went, hitting it into 
the top left corner. The goalie 
couldn’t do anything but 
watch the ball go flying past 
him into the net. Then the 
other team went, and Daniel 
saved it! So now it was 3-1, 
and we were up. Nico went, 
and we thought he was going 
to score, but he got under the 
ball a little too much and it 
went just over the goal. Now 
it was 3-2. Then the other 
team scored and it was now 
3-3. Zion went next and put 
it on the left side of the net. 
It was a beautiful goal. Now 
4-3. The other team went up 
and they missed! They hit 

the post. Now it was Caleb’s 
turn to go, and this one was 
to win the championship and 
to bring the trophies back 
home! Caleb stepped up for 
the freekick, he ran up, and 
as soon as he hit the ball, we 
all went running on the field. 
Was the game over yet? No, 
could he have missed? Yes, 
but we knew Caleb would 
score, because we as his 
teammates had faith in his 
soccer skills. Goal! Caleb had 
put the ball on the right side 
of the net, while the goalie 
went to the left. Our whole 
team ran onto the field as fast 
as we could, celebrating and 
running around like we had 
just won the World Cup. This 
was a day we would remem-
ber for the rest of our lives. 
with two trophies to bring 
back to the school.
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Barn Party
FELICIA HERRERA

The 10th of October felt 
like a big production for 
which everyone had been 
preparing. Barn Party 
was when everyone could 
dress up and express them-
selves or take on a whole 
new persona. We could be 
whatever we wanted. Many 
people chose a pirate theme, 
including myself, but there 
is always that one person 
that outshines everyone, and 
this year his name is Cody 
Thomas. Cody dressed up 
as Captain Jack Sparrow 
and played his character all 
night. A few beautiful ladies 
arrived as the little women 
from the book of the same 
name. Barn Party is the per-
fect place to show off what 
you are passionate about or 
what makes you happy.

Each class manned a booth 
where they handed out 
yummy treats for just a few 
tickets. Hitching, of course, 

was a favorite booth for 
almost everyone involved. If 
you have tickets, you can zip 
tie anyone of your choosing 
to anyone else. Students took 
this to a whole new level 
this year and hitched three 
to four people to each other. 
One setup put Mr. Hsu in 
the middle, trapping him in 
a group of hitched kids.

Barn party had many 
exciting things to offer, 
including a costume contest 
where people could show off 
their creativity (or lack of) 
on the catwalk, or maybe I 
should call it a horse walk. 
Other activities included 
guessing the number of jelly 
beans, donut eating contests, 
and musical chairs. We even 
celebrated a few birthdays. 
Every contest had a prize, 
but you were sure to leave 
happy even if you did not 
win a prize.

A big thank you to the SA 
officers and sponsors for a 
fun night for everyone!.
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Girls’ Volleyball Tournament
EMMA CUELLAR

From October 26 to 
October 31, the Shenan-
doah Valley Academy 
Girls’ Volleyball team 
went to the NACA 
(National Association 
of Christian Athletes) 
tournament. For the 
volleyball team, this was 
counted as a major bless-
ing. In recent years, the 
idea of going to NACA 
was out of the picture 
because of COVID regu-
lations, team safety, and 
health reasons. Since 
NACA was approved 
this year, we took the 
opportunity and made 
our way to Tennessee to 
participate in the tour-
nament. We played a 
number of tournaments, 
winning a few and losing 
a majority. Through the 
losses we were able to 
learn from our mistakes, 

move on, and give glory 
to God for giving us the 
opportunity to improve. 
From our winnings, we 
were able to give glory 
to God for the success 
and the ability. Either 
way, we were given the 
chance to give God the 
glory for this opportu-
nity He gave us.

As a player on the vol-
leyball team, I am grate-
ful to say that this tour-
nament helped our team 
members grow closer 
to one another while 
also unifying the team. 
During each game, we 
had at least one mistake 
but it was how we dealt 
with that mistake that 
determined the rest of 
our game. We learned 
to appreciate the people 
we were playing with, 

and encouraged them 
to do their very best. 
We worked through 
the frustration, sadness, 
and disagreements we 
had towards each other 
and we formed better 
relationships along the 
way. This tournament 
opened my eyes to my 
teammates’ loving char-
acters and in my mind 
reestablished the impor-
tance of teamwork.
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Wow! I can hardly believe 
that it has been two years 
since the last SA Banquet! 
This year’s theme for the 
banquet was “The Academy 
Awards.” It was a black-tie 
event, which means it was 
a classy event, with fancy 
dresses and tuxedos. On 
Sunday, November 21, 2021, 
the dorms were full of stu-
dents frantically preparing 
for the first banquet in a 
while. For some, it was their 
first banquet since attend-
ing SVA. Escorting began at 
3:30 PM with the senior boys 
trekking across campus to 
retrieve their dates. The SA 
members left before the rest 
of the student body to pre-
pare the venue for the arriv-
al of the student body; they 
hurriedly put together the 
last-minute decorations and 
whatnot once they arrived at 

the venue. Both the student 
body and the food arrived 
at the same time. Our venue 
this year was at Melrose Cav-
erns in Rockingham County, 
Virginia. The entrance was 
fantastically rustic—the 
buses passed over a stone 
bridge and, on either side, 
you could see the meadows 
dotted with cows. The stone 
lodge was once a Civil War 
Museum. Everyone entered 
through the glass doors 
found on the side. It was a 
bit of a tight fit with every-
one entering at the same 
time. The seating was a bit 
confusing, especially since 
the table numbers were not 
situated consecutively. There 
was seating both on the first 
floor and on the balcony. The 
aesthetic was most definite-
ly rustic, but with a touch of 
modern classiness.

Once everyone was 
seated, Mr. Leeper made an 
announcement that while 
people ate, there would be 
shifts of cave tours starting at 
5:00 PM till around 7:45 PM. 
After that, Pastor Harley, 
Principal Short, Dean Ros-
eval, and Mr. Ullrich went 
around passing out fresh 
spring rolls and peanut dip-
ping sauce. It felt like forev-
er before the first group of 
people left for tours and the 
first tables left to get food. 
At each table, there were two 
bottles of either Martinelli’s 
or sparkling juice. After the 
appetizer, tables were finally 
being dismissed for food. The 
meal consisted of fried rice, 
white rice, vegetable stir fry, 
and lo mein with veggies and 
tofu. While it was a pleasant 
change from the typical Ital-
ian cuisine that is served 

at most black-tie events, 
halfway through the ban-
quet, the food ran out! Let 
me tell you, most students 
were not happy to hear that, 
especially since barely half 
of the student body had not 
yet eaten. After that untime-
ly announcement, our SA 
President, Hania Kantzer, 
and our Social Secretary, 
Noland Hernandez, stepped 
up to the makeshift stage 
and conducted an academy 
awards ceremony, SVA style. 
Some of the awards given 
out were for the most acci-
dent-prone, best bromance, 
most likely to come back and 
work at SVA, most likely to 
make an Oscar award-win-
ning film, and more. It was a 
very lively award ceremony, 
with people calling out their 
guesses for the award winner, 
laughing, and smiling. After 

the first round of awards, we 
had SVA trivia. We found 
out cool facts like that SVA 
was originally 450 acres 
(about twice the total floor 
space of the Pentagon) and 
founded by Charles Zirkle in 
1908. We learned that Prin-
cipal Short’s middle name is 
Robert. Who knew?! I think 
most people enjoyed the 
trivia because plenty of them 
were shouting out guesses to 
questions and laughter filled 
the room. Then, Vice-Prin-
cipal Leeper enlightened us 
about how long he and Mrs. 
Leeper dated and when they 
had their first kiss. Fun fact: 
Principal Short was once 
Vice-Principal Leeper’s his-
tory teacher. Throughout the 
awards ceremony, the trivia, 
and Vice-Principal Leeper’s 
entertaining talk and infor-
mation, most of the student 

body was eagerly awaiting 
the arrival of the food that 
had been reordered. Final-
ly, to the joy of all who had 
not eaten yet, Vice-Principal 
Leeper announced that the 
food had indeed arrived! 
After everyone had eaten, 
the dessert was served. It 
was baklava and it was quite 
tasty! Once people had fin-
ished eating, the picture-tak-
ing began. You were able 
to take pictures anywhere 
around the lodge. While 
most people took pictures 
outside on the porch, some 
took pictures on the bridge, 
and others remained inside 
to take pictures.

SA Banquet
CATE SCHOONARD
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Rok Vespers
ELLIE ANDERSON

On Friday, October 
22, the SVA family 
gathered in the 
church for a vespers 
program. However, 
this was not just any 
vespers program— 
this was the ROK 
vespers program. 
Reach Our Kids is a 
program of the New 
Market Seventh-day 
Adventist church 
that has been 
blessing high school 
students for many 

years by giving them 
a church member 
friend to pray for 
them, give them 
notes and gifts, 
and just help them 
get through high 
school. Every year 
ROK puts on several 
different events for 
the ROK friends 
and their students. 
One of these events 
is the Fall Meet and 
Greet vespers where 
students have the 

opportunity to meet 
their ROK friends 
and spend the 
evening with them. 
There is always an 
engaging speaker 
and lots of yummy 
food.
This year, the 
speaker was Duawne 
Starling—an 
Adventist singer, 
actor, and model. 
He shared his 
testimony with 
the group with his 

music interspersed 
throughout. It was 
a great blessing to 
all and especially 
fun for the students 
because he is an SVA 
alumni.
After the vespers 
portion of the 
evening, the 
students and their 
ROK friends walked 
to the fellowship hall 
and church lawn 
to enjoy pie, hot 
drinks, candy corn, 

apples and caramel, 
and more. It was 
delicious!
Junior Alle Jackson 
said, “The ROK 
vesper was so lovely! 
Mr. Starling has an 
amazing voice, and 
I enjoyed listening 
to him and getting 
to talk with him 
afterwards. And of 
course the food was 
delicious: pie, apples, 
and candy corn 
galore!”

I’d say she 
summarized the 
evening pretty well. 
A huge thank you to 
Mrs. Tammy White
and the other ROK 
coordinators who 
made this vespers 
such a great success.
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Happy 
Birthday
January

1 Jeannette Mahoro

7 Mikaela Maloney

8 David Delfish

9 Emmanuela 

Mbowe-Cruz

13 Calla Morgan

15 Charlize Perez

17 Sherlyn Ramos/ 

Emma Short

18 Anna Gainer

19 Aaliyah Dalhouse

22 Elias Sanchez/ 

Wesley Kinney/ Ian 

Vardiman

23 Abigail Touma/ 

Isabelle Touma/ Ellie 

Anderson

25 Alexander Titus

29 Zaevon Dalhouse

31 Colin Browne

February
1 Ashely Garcia 

Guevara

3 Nardos Abreha

5 Cameron Gillett

6 Vitor Takenaka 

Vicente

7 Yaritza Andrade 

Zelaya/ Josiah Burge

10 Sandy Castro

16 Jose Roblero 

Melgar

18 Abigail Willis

21 Nicolas Finis 

Vogel/ Lea Swanson/ 

Cynthia Alejandre

23 Alexis Jovel

24 Catherine Krebs

27 Elsy Kersey

March
1 Saray Castillo-Cruz/ 

Malachi Foote

2 Jessa Kinney

4 Donovan 

Hernandez

6 Ettienne Rodriguez/ 

Hansen Lee

7 Seth Mace

12 Danyelle Slack/ 

Chase Parnell/ Carrie 

White

18 Eliazar Sanchez

20 Cody Thomas

23 Nancy Majano

24 Michael Herold

25 Sabrina Fernandez

26 Giovanna Moraes/ 

Faith Babcock

27 Anaiah McCalla

30 Moises Alcantara-

Calderon

SHOUT-OUTS!
To Everyone at SVA: If you want us to publish your shout-outs, 

email 
them to nya.walker@svasda.org or text them to 240-261-8666

 - Nya Walker, Newspaper Editor


